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NEW! PAY BY PHONE
Call (209) 223-3018, option 2

AWA now offers a convenient way  
to pay your bill by phone:

Save time         •         Save postage
Make full balance, partial or over-payment

Pay with credit card         •         Pay with debit card
Pay with your checking account

Above, l-r: Construction Crew 
members Brian Bates, Supervisor 
Don Hutchison, Dustin Miller, Mitch 
Gowan, and Steve Hess (at right). 

AWA Construction Crew Does It All...
 Water and wastewater systems are constantly 
being changed and improved to meet the needs of the 
communities they serve. Sooner or later, what was built 
shiny and new decades ago will need repairs, additions 
and upgrades.
 While large stand-alone construction projects are 
usually contracted to outside construction firms, AWA’s 
in-house Construction Crew can complete smaller projects 
quickly and at a lower cost than a contractor could.  
 This summer, the Construction Crew worked on a 
FEMA-funded project to repair an intake structure at 
Tiger Creek that provides drinking water to the PG&E 
Tiger Creek Hydroelectric Power Generation Compound. 
It was damaged by heavy rainfall and runoff in 2017.
  Through this fall and winter, the crew will be in Ione to 
work on several water distribution system improvements. 
These projects became necessary when a pump station 
next to the creek was nearly washed away by flooding, 
also in the winter of 2017 and also  funded by FEMA:  
• Installation of over 550 feet of new 8” water main and valves on E. Market Street, from Arroyo Seco to   
 Summit Street;
• Tie in Shakeley Lane and Ione Plaza to the new water main;
• Tie in Main Street and Buena Vista to the water main at 
 Hwy 104, including 5 valves;
• Upgrade a fire hydrant on Hwy 104 and Main Street;
 While in Ione, the crew will also install 700 feet of 6” water  
main to replace the existing 4” water main on N. Arroyo Seco.
 They need a wide range of skills to get the jobs done!

AWA Construction Crew at work near the PG&E 
power plant on Tiger Creek, placing giant 
“gabion baskets” filled with rock to support a 
new intake structure for the plant’s drinking 
water system.
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AWA at Work in the Community
NEW RECYCLING PLANT AT TANNER WATER TREATMENT PLANT:
AWA Engineering Manager Darrel Evensen surveys progress on construction 
of a “backwash” recycling plant at the AWA Tanner Water Treatment Plant 
on Ridge Road in Sutter Creek. When complete the recycling plant will 
conserve up to 67 million gallons of water per year by recycling water used 
to rinse water treatment filters -- water that historically was wasted. This is 
the third AWA project for recycling backwash water since 2016. The others 

were added to AWA’s Ione and Buckhorn Water 
Treatment Plants. The three plants combined 
will save 99 million gallons per year.  This  
$4 million water conservation project is fully 
funded by a state grant that does not need to be paid back.

AWA WATER MAIN IMPROVEMENTS IN PIONEER TO CONTINUE 
AWA Director Rich Farrington thanks Lynn Morgan, Chair of the Amador County 
Board of Supervisors,  for supporting a $4.9 million state Community Development 
Block Grant to replace an old water main on Buckhorn Ridge Road near Pioneer 
Park. Amador County Supervisors submitted the grant for AWA to continue 
upgrades to water mains in the area that began last year, improving water pressure 
for homes, correcting a health hazard, and increasing water supply for fire fighting. 
Construction on this second phase is planned for next spring.

5 Tips to Prevent Costly Winter Plumbing Leaks...
Visit https://amadorwater.org/tips-winterizing-home for more on how to protect your home in the 
winter.)

• Insulate Exposed Pipes, Faucets, and Pipes Prone to Freezing
 Wrap exposed water pipes with insulating material, cover them with   
 plastic and secure with tape, string or wire. Electric heat tapes are also  
 available at hardware stores to prevent freezing in very cold areas.
• Disconnect Garden Hoses and Drain Sprinkler Systems
• Locate Your Main Shut-off Valve
 Don’t wait for an emergency. Find your main water shut-off valve now!  
 If a pipe breaks, you can stop excessive loss and flooding by turning   
 off your main water shut-off valve.
• If You Have a Frozen Pipe...
 Never thaw with an open flame. Open the faucet first. Use a light bulb or hair dryer set on low and  
 start warming the pipe near the faucet, working toward the coldest section of pipe. If that doesn’t  
 work, call a plumber.
• If You Suspect a Main Water Line is Broken...
 Call AWA 24-Hr Customer Service at 209-223-3018 so it can be repaired as soon as possible.

And please remember to keep water meters clear of snow and vehicles. 


