
Special Meeting  

 
 

OUTREACH AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE  
(Directors Molinelli Jr. and Farrington) 

March 30, 2021 
10:00 a.m. 

 
A G E N D A 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE:  Members of the public will have the opportunity to directly address the  

Committee members concerning any item listed on the Agenda below  
before or during consideration of that item. 

There is a three-minute time limit per person 
 

In order to accommodate the social distancing practices required to reduce the risk 
of spreading COVID-19 and provide for the safety of the public, our employees and 
Board of Directors, the Agency will conduct its public meetings via teleconference 
until further notice.  

 
Members of the public may participate in the meeting by using the dial in information 
below: 

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/82948022650 

Meeting ID: 829 4802 2650  
  

Dial by your location:  
    877 853 5247 US Toll-free  
    888 788 0099 US Toll-free  

        
    Meeting ID: 829 4802 2650  

 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Discussion items only, no action to be taken. Please note there is a three (3) minute time 
limit per person. 
 

3. LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
Staff will provide a legislative update.  The Committee will consider recommending 
Agency positions to the AWA Board of Directors regarding bills, including:  
 
A.  BILL POSITIONS PREVIOUSLY TAKEN – SB 222 and SB 223 – ACWA has 
taken oppose unless amended positions on both bills and staff recommends AWA 
do the same and join the ACWA coalition letters. -- OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED 
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Special Meeting  

 
 

B.  ADDITIONAL BILLS 
 

1. AB 418 (Valladares) – Emergency services grant program -- SUPPORT 
2. AB 602 (Grayson) – Development fees -- WATCH 
3. AB 697 (Chau) – Forest management – Explore coalition for support 
4. AB 1434 (Friedman) – Further reduction of indoor water use efficiency 

targets -- OPPOSE 
5. SB 427 (Eggman) – Water theft penalties -- SUPPORT  

 
C. STATE BOND MEASURES 

These measures are on the tracking list. Staff will provide overview information 
of the proposals and recommends AWA continue to watch the bills for further 
developments. 
 
AB 1500 (E. Garcia) 
SB 45 (Portantino) 

 
D. ACWA ADVOCACY FOR FEDERAL AND STATE WATER INVESTMENT 

Information is provided and the Committee may discuss input to ACWA’s 
advocacy. 
 

4. RATE STUDY OUTREACH 
Staff will provide a status update and discuss upcoming outreach. 
 

5. WATER CONSERVATION OUTREACH 
Review of conservation outreach during previous drought, existing plans and 
policies, and relationship of messages. 
 

6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

If you are an individual with a disability and need assistance or accommodation to participate in 
this teleconference meeting, please contact Karen Gish at (209) 257-5234 or 

kgish@amadorwater.org.  
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March 2, 2021 
 
The Honorable Ben Hueso 
Chair, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Communications 
State Capitol, Room 4035 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Re:   SB 222 (Dodd) – Water Affordability Assistance Program 
Position:  Oppose Unless Amended  
 
Dear Chair Hueso, 
 
The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) respectfully writes to express our 
oppose-unless-amended position on SB 222, a bill that would create a water 
affordability program. Consistent with ACWA’s “Watch” position on AB 401 (Dodd, 
2015), there could be a bill written that would create a reasonable, efficient and 
effective statewide water low-income rate assistance (water LIRA) program. However, 
the introduced version of SB 222 needs significant work to meet those standards.  
 
ACWA submitted a detailed List of Concerns with SB 222 to Senator Dodd’s Legislative 
Director on February 10, 2021 (copy attached). On March 1, 2021, ACWA submitted 
suggested amendments to SB 222 to Senator Dodd (copy attached). Incorporation of 
these amendments would allow ACWA to remove its opposition. This letter highlights 
some of ACWA’s reasons why changes to the bill are needed. In the interest of brevity, 
this letter does not repeat all of the issues discussed in the attached List of Concerns. 
 
1. The proposed scope of SB 222 is overly broad. SB 222 would authorize the use of 

funding from an unspecified source for affordability assistance for drinking water 
and wastewater services, including direct water bill assistance, water bill credits to 
renters, water crisis assistance, affordability assistance for low-income households 
served by domestic wells, and water efficiency measures for low-income 
households. The bill includes provisions regarding “proposed remedies,” 
“affordability challenges” and “proposed solutions.” Instead of having an overly 
broad scope, ACWA suggests that SB 222 propose a formulaic water and 
wastewater low-income rate assistance program.  
 

2. SB 222 proposes the creation of a brand new program from scratch instead of the 
use of an existing benefit distribution system. SB 222 proposes that the State Water 
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) develop a brand new program, and 
that public water systems implement major aspects of that program. (Based on the 
AB 401 (Dodd, 2015) report, this would involve roughly 2,900 public water systems.) 
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There is no need to reinvent the wheel or develop a very costly, completely new 
program when an existing benefit distribution program can be used to efficiently 
aid low-income households. In the attached amendment set, ACWA suggests 
building on the existing CalFresh and California Food Assistance Programs.  

 
ACWA respects the State Water Board, but the State Water Board does not have 
experience in implementing a safety net program for low-income households. 
Creating a program out of whole cloth would unnecessarily divert significant parts of 
the funding to administration and away from households who need assistance.  
 

3. The proposal for customer data sharing is unnecessary. Public water agencies 
generally do not have income data for their customers. SB 222 proposes to require 
electrical and gas corporations to share their customer data with the State Water 
Board for their energy customers who are enrolled in, or eligible to be enrolled in, 
the California Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program and the Family Electric 
Rate Assistance (FERA) program. There is strong concern in the public water agency 
context about the lack of rigor of eligibility verification for the CARE and FERA 
programs. By building on an existing benefit distribution mechanism as proposed in 
the attached ACWA amendments, there is no need for the sharing of customer data 
by the electrical and gas corporations.  

 

4. The proposed authority for collection of rate data and boundary data from 
thousands of public water systems is simply not necessary. At Page 6, Line 17, SB 
222 proposes that the State Water Board would be required to “Collect and ensure 
the accuracy of water rate data and water system boundary data from each public 
water system.” The implementing State agency for the water and wastewater LIRA 
program does not need to collect rate data and boundary data from any systems (let 
alone from each of the thousands of local systems) to implement a water and 
wastewater LIRA program. ACWA suggests the deletion of this proposal. 

 
5. The bill is proposing to go beyond water and wastewater LIRA by proposing to 

authorize the State Water Board to evaluate the appropriateness of rate structures 
for small systems. The bill would, at Page 4 (Lines 35-39), have the State Water 
Board include in a Fund Expenditure Plan (FEP) for this program a section with 
“proposed solutions” for affordability challenges at state small water systems, local 
small water systems, and domestic wells. This would include evaluation of certain 
types of rate structures. As proposed, the State Water Board would be going beyond 
water and wastewater LIRA into judging what the appropriate rate structure is for 
these systems. The implementing agency for the water and wastewater LIRA 
program, and the State Water Board generally, do not need to be in the role of 
judging local public water agency rate structures. The key with SB 222 is to design a 
reasonable, effective and efficient water and wastewater LIRA program. 
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6. The proposal for an SB 200 type of FEP is not needed. SB 222 proposes provisions 
regarding a FEP that are modeled off SB 200 (Monning, 2019) regarding the Safe and 
Affordable Drinking Water Fund. The FEP in SB 200 made sense for that program 
because that program deals with identifying which of the hundreds of water systems 
need funding for safe drinking water solutions, and there is significant judgment 
required in determining which systems should receive funding and what are the 
right solutions for the failing- and at-risk water systems. 

For SB 222, the goal should be to enact a formulaic water and wastewater LIRA 
program so that funding assistance can get out the door to low-income households. 
This is a very different program from the SB 200 program. The SB 200 type of FEP, 
with “proposed solutions,” for example, is not needed. The solution in this case is a 
statewide water low-income rate assistance program.  Proposed Health and Safety 
Code 116931.1 at Pages 4-5 should be deleted or re-written. 

7. The proposal to authorize the merging of the SB 222 FEP into the SB 200 FEP 
should also be deleted. ACWA is very engaged in SB 200 implementation and aware 
of the extensive details involved in multiple complex aspects of that program (e.g., 
cost methodology, risk assessment to determine at risk systems, etc.). The purpose 
of that funding is to provide drinking water solutions for water systems that are 
consistently failing, or at significant risk of failing to comply with the drinking water 
standards. SB 222 has a very different purpose – to assist water affordability at the 
customer level – at individual households. A water and wastewater LIRA program 
can be implemented more efficiently at an agency that is already set up to provide 
financial assistance for households. There is no need to merge the planning 
documents for the two programs and complicate, and possibly delay, the water and 
wastewater LIRA program. The State should take a positive, efficient step here. 

For the reasons highlighted in this letter and in the attached List of Concerns with SB 
222, ACWA opposes SB 222 unless it amended as suggested in the attached ACWA 
amendments and requests your “NO” vote when the Senate Committee on Energy, 
Utilities, and Communications hears the bill. 
 
I am available to answer questions at cindyt@acwa.com or (916) 441-4545.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
Cindy Tuck, P.E. 
Deputy Executive Director 
for Government Relations 
 
 

005 of 44

mailto:cindyt@acwa.com


The Honorable Ben Hueso 
March 2, 2021 • Page 4 

 

Attachments:  ACWA’s List of Concerns with SB 222 (Dodd) (01-14-21 Version)  
ACWA’s Suggested Amendments to SB 222 (Dodd) (01-14-21 Version) 

 
cc:  The Honorable Bill Dodd 

Honorable Members, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Communications 
Ms. Nidia Bautista, Chief Consultant, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities and 
Communications 
Ms. Kerry Yoshida, Policy Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 
Mr. Kris Anderson, Legislative Advocate, ACWA 
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March 2, 2021 
 
The Honorable Ben Hueso 
Chair, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Communications 
State Capitol, Room 4035 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  SB 223 (Dodd) – Discontinuation of Residential Water Service for Nonpayment 
Position: OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED 
 
Dear Chair Hueso, 
 
The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) writes to express our oppose-unless-
amended position on SB 223, a bill that proposes to rewrite recently enacted statutory 
restrictions that apply to the discontinuation of residential water service for nonpayment. 
ACWA appreciates Senator Dodd’s intent of helping water customers avoid shutoffs for 
nonpayment. ACWA member agencies share that intent. Public water agencies have a good 
track record of working diligently with their customers on payment plans to help their 
customers avoid shutoffs.  As explained below, however, SB 223 is fundamentally flawed 
because: 
 

1) The proposed debt forgiveness mandate would violate the State Constitution; and 
 

2) The bill’s proposal for debt forgiveness also would jeopardize the financial stability 
of public water agencies – agencies that provide an essential government service of 
purveying safe drinking water.  

 
Further, the bill would re-write the State’s new discontinuation of service law (SB 998, Dodd, 
2018) when full implementation of that new law not even occurred. 
 
ACWA has provided suggested amendments (copy attached) to Senator Dodd that would 
address ACWA’s concerns regarding SB 223.  For the reasons stated below, ACWA opposes SB 
223, unless it is amended to address our concerns. 
 

I. SB 223’s proposed debt forgiveness mandate is unconstitutional and should be 
removed from the bill. 

 
SB 223 would require water agencies to offer an “arrearage management plan,” which would 
require agencies to forgive 1/12 of a customer’s delinquent balance with every on-time 
payment of their regular water bill. After 12 months, agencies would be required to forgive the 
customer’s full delinquent balance. Notably, customers enrolled in the plan would not be 
required to pay-off any debt accrued prior to enrolling in the arrearage management plan, 
meaning SB 223 would require public water agencies to forgive all of the debt accrued to the 
public water system. 
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This proposal is unconstitutional. 
 
Public water agency service rates for residential customers are governed by Proposition 218 
(Article XIII D, § 6 of the California Constitution). Proposition 218: (1) prohibits revenues derived 
from the fee or charge from being used for any purpose other than to pay for the service for 
which it was charged, and (2) provides that the amount of the fee or charge for any individual 
parcel cannot exceed the proportional cost of service attributable to that parcel. The 
proportionality requirement in Proposition 218 prohibits public agencies from charging one class 
of ratepayers more than the cost of providing service in order to provide water service to another 
class of customers at a lower, subsidized rate.  
 
Customers enrolled in the “arrearage management plan” would only be required to pay their 
regular water bill—not the debt accrued prior to enrolling in the plan. This debt reflects unpaid 
water bills, and water bills cover the costs of providing a service directly to customers. If public 
agencies were to forgive that debt, customers enrolled in this plan would pay less than the costs 
of providing service. Every customer enrolled in the arrearage management plan would receive 
subsidized water service.  
 
The costs of forgiving the debt of every customer of a public agency enrolled in an arrearage 
management plan would be significant. To remain solvent, public water agencies would need to 
recover this lost revenue. However, public water agencies are primarily funded by revenue from 
service rates and do not have viable sources of alternative revenue to cover these lost costs. In 
1996, the Legislative Analyst Office’s post-election analysis of Proposition 218 noted that it 
would be difficult for public agencies to offer discounted rates to low-income residents because 
the proportionality requirement prohibits cross-subsidies between ratepayers.1 Public agencies 
could not offer the debt forgiveness program proposed in SB 223 without violating the State 
Constitution. 
 

II. SB 223 would be financially destructive for public water agencies and threaten their 
ability to provide a reliable supply of safe drinking water.  

 
Public water agencies are not-for-profit entities. They do not have shareholders to help finance 
operations. They are ratepayer-funded entities. They rely on the revenue from service rates to 
cover the cost of treating and distributing safe drinking water, replacing aging infrastructure, 
and much more. They are also on the front lines of preparing for, and responding to, the impacts 
of climate change.  
 
The solvency of public water agencies should be of great importance to the State Legislature. 
These agencies provide an essential government service to millions of Californians. Requiring 
public water agencies to forgive customer debt would threaten the financial stability of 
California’s water systems. Recent disruptions to water service in Texas should remind us how 
critical California’s water systems are.  They must be able to cover the costs of service.  
 

III. SB 223 would rewrite a new law (SB 998, Dodd, 2018) before full implementation of 
that new law has even occurred. 

                                                           

1 https://www.cacities.org/Prop218andProp26 (see pg. 210) 
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Laws enacted in 2018 are new laws. SB 998, signed into law in 2018, set forth the Water Shutoff 
Protection Act and provided a compliance deadline of February 1, 2020. Public water agencies 
have spent more than a year drafting new shutoff policies and taking the logistical steps 
necessary to comply with this new law. Only weeks after agencies began implementing the law, 
the COVID-19 pandemic emerged throughout the United States. As businesses struggled and the 
financial impacts of the pandemic grew quickly in California, many ACWA members voluntarily 
suspended water service shutoffs. On April 2, 2020, Governor Newsom suspended the authority 
for residential shutoffs during the pandemic with Executive Order N-42-20. This emergency 
shutoff suspension is still in effect. 
 
The combination of the February 1, 2020 compliance deadline and the April 2, 2020 Executive 
Order has the effect that SB 998 has only been in full effect for two months (February and 
March of 2020). That short window did not provide for full implementation.  SB 998 put into 
place a process and requirements under which public water systems must take certain steps 
such as contacting the customer and discussing options to avert discontinuation of services, 
including alternative payment schedules and deferred payments. SB 223 proposes to 
substantially re-write many key provisions of that new law. For example (not a complete list), 
under the new law (SB 998), customers must be delinquent for a minimum of 60 days before the 
system contacts customers and offers to discuss ways to avert discontinuation of service. Under 
SB 223, customers would have to be delinquent for 120 days and have amassed at least $400 in 
water debt. These proposed changes would have the negative effect of requiring customers to 
fall more behind on their water bill before the process to address the situation begins.  
 
The new law (SB 998) also set caps on the amount an agency can charge customers with a 
household income below 200 percent of the federal poverty line for reconnecting service. SB 
223 would erase those caps and prohibit agencies from charging this class of customers for the 
costs of disconnecting and reconnecting water service. These are functions of water agencies 
that result in real costs. Reconnection and disconnection fees are governed by Proposition 262, 
which includes cost of service mandates similar to those mandates in Proposition 218. If public 
water agencies waived the fees, as proposed by SB 223, it would be illegal for agencies to use 
fee revenue to fund this service because that would result in an illegal cross-subsidy.  
 
These are just examples (not a complete summary) of the problems with the SB 223 provisions 
that would re-write the SB 998 law. ACWA and other organizations actively engaged with 
Senator Dodd’s office when SB 998 moved through the legislative process. The provisions of that 
bill were thoroughly discussed. Now, SB 223 proposes to rewrite the new shutoff law (SB 998) 
before full implementation has occurred. The State should give implementation of SB 998 a 
chance to work and avoid putting in place unconstitutional mandates that would threaten the 
financial stability of public water agencies that provide safe drinking water as an essential 
service.  
 

IV. COVID-19 customer arrearages need to be addressed with federal and state 
emergency relief funding and with payment plans under SB 998 once the Executive 

                                                           

2 Proposition 26 amended the following parts of the California Constitution: section 3 of Article XIII A and 
section 1 of Article XIII C. 
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Order is lifted. SB 223 is a proposed long-term law – not an effective emergency 
measure. 

 
In 2020 and early 2021, ACWA noted before the State Water Resources Control Board that 
public water agencies have a good track record of working with their customers on payment 
plans and that the Newsom Administration should work with stakeholders on seeking 
emergency funding to help cover customer debt that has arisen during the pandemic. ACWA 
and other statewide water organizations collaborated last fall with the State Water Board on the 
development of two surveys aimed at giving the State an estimate of drinking water customer 
arrearages during the pandemic. Based on those surveys, the State estimated that the COIVD-19 
drinking water arrearages were between $600 and $700 million statewide. A very broad 
coalition has been seeking and continues to seek emergency funding to help cover those 
arrearages. Some federal funding has been enacted and more funding is expected under 
President Biden’s package. Statewide water associations are seeking $1 billion in State 
emergency funding. Regarding payment plans, California has SB 998 – a brand new law which 
addresses repayment plans.  
 
SB 223 proposes to address these financial challenges by requiring public agencies to forgive this 
debt. This idea is financially untenable for public water agencies and is not a solution to the 
issues brought on by the pandemic. The most helpful thing the State Legislature can do relative 
to the COVID-19 arrearages is approve State emergency funding and distribute federal and 
State emergency funding on a fast track (i.e., separate from the development of policy bills). 
 
For these reasons, ACWA opposes SB 223. Unless the bill is amended as suggested in the ACWA 
amendments, we request your “NO” vote when the bill is heard by the Senate Committee on 
Energy, Utilities, and Communications.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact ACWA Legislative Advocate Kristopher Anderson at 
krisa@acwa.com or (916) 441-4545. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

 
Kristopher M. Anderson, Esq. 
Legislative Advocate 
 
KA:sn 
 
Attachment – ACWA’s Suggested Amendments to SB 223 (Dodd) 
 
cc:   The Honorable Bill Dodd 

Honorable Members, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities, and Communications 
Ms. Nidia Bautista, Chief Consultant, Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities and 
Communications 
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Ms. Kerry Yoshida, Policy Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 
Ms. Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations 
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Borrowed from Bob Reeb’s Report to EID 

AB 697 (Chau D)   Forest resources: national forest lands: Good Neighbor Authority Fund: ecological 
restoration and fire resiliency projects.     

Current Text: Introduced: 2/16/2021    

Status: Referred to Com. on NAT. RES.  

Summary: Would reorganize the law relating to the State Treasury the Good Neighbor Authority Fund. 
The bill would require the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, under an agreement between 
the state and the federal government, to establish a program for purposes of conducting ecological 
restoration and fire resiliency projects on national forest lands, with priority given to forest restoration 
and fuels reduction projects that are landscape scale, focused on ecological restoration and based on 
the best available science, emphasize the use of prescribed fire, and include community fire protection 
and protection of water infrastructure and other infrastructure as important goals, as provided. 
Laws: An act to amend the heading of Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 4810) of Part 2.5 of 
Division 4 of, to amend Section 4810 of, and to add Sections 4811 and 4812 to, the Public Resources 
Code, relating to forestry.  

Notes:  Landscape-scale conservation initiatives are those efforts which are focused on large areas of 
recognized conservation value, sensitivity and/or threat and require a broad-based approach with 
specific, measurable conservation objectives. According to the National Oceanic Atmospheric 
Administration: “Many of the greatest threats to species and ecosystems, such as climate change and 
habitat fragmentation, occur on large scales. Recognizing that conservation and management actions 
also need to be on broad scales, federal agencies adopted the concept of landscape-scale 
conservation as a best practice.”   

While present-day discussions of landscape-scale initiatives may sometimes start with biodiversity 
concerns, they frequently go well beyond that focus. Nora Mitchell of the National Park Service 
Conservation Study Institute in Woodstock, Vermont said in 2003: "To protect remaining wild lands 
and sustain working landscapes, many conservation efforts today operate at the landscape scale. To 
be successful at this large scale, these efforts must integrate ecological, cultural and recreational 
values with economic and community development. As a result, the practice of landscape-scale 
conservation is complex and challenging… It requires working across political and ecosystem 
boundaries, adopts an interdisciplinary perspective, and involves the collaboration of many 
organizations.”   

The US Forest Service mission is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the nation’s 
forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.  Our mission extends to 
all of the nation’s forests, both public and private. Tim Tidwell, Forest Service Chief, in a 2010 speech, 
said: “In addition to timber and fuelwood, forests provide dozens of other benefits.  Think of wildlife 
and fish habitat; think of livestock forage; think of erosion, flood, and climate control; think of outdoor 
recreation and aesthetic beauty.  One of the most important ecosystem services from forests is water. 
Forests deliver most of America’s drinking water—53 percent of America’s water supplies.  Watershed 
health is key; watersheds capable of delivering plentiful supplies of pure, clean water can also deliver 
all the other benefits that people get from forests—wood, biodiversity, soil protection, carbon storage, 
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outdoor recreation, and more…the critical issues are the same—forest health, invasive species, fire 
and fuels, water quantity and quality, and wildlife habitat connectivity.  Such issues neither begin nor 
end at boundary lines.”   

This legislation would provide that, under an agreement between the state and the federal 
government, the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection to establish a program for purposes of 
conducting ecological restoration and fire resiliency projects on national forest lands, with priority 
given to forest restoration and fuels reduction projects that are landscape scale, are focused on 
Page ecological restoration and are based on the best available science, emphasize the use of prescribed 
fire, and include community fire protection and protection of water infrastructure and other 
infrastructure as important goals.  

The legislation specifies that eligible activities under the program may include any of the following:  

(1) The development of federal National Environmental Policy Act 
documents, and documents prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act; (2) Other 
activities related to project planning, such as preparation of resource surveys, analyses, and reports; 
and (3) Implementation and maintenance of selected projects, including ecological thinning, prescribed 
fire, replanting, and related activities.   

The department would be authorized to contract with Native American tribes, local governments,   
forest collaboratives, resource conservation districts, and qualified nongovernmental organizations to 
assist in planning, implementing, and maintaining landscape scale restoration projects on national 
forest lands.   

The District works collaboratively with federal, state, and county agencies like the U.S. Forest Service - 
Eldorado National Forest, El Dorado County and Georgetown Divide Resource Conservation Districts, 
and CalFire. EID has the longest ongoing contract on record with CalFire.   

A February 13, 2019 report by the Office of the Legislative Analyst titled “Improving California’s Forest 
and Watershed Management” raised numerous questions and included a handful of recommendations, 
like one that recommended that the Natural Resources Agency should take the lead on forest and 
watershed management programs rather than the department. That recommendation is not reflected 
in this legislation. The damage to watersheds and water supply from recent severe wildfire events is 
well known. Damage to the quality of public water system supplies and water system infrastructure 
also has been documented. This legislation includes reference to protection of water infrastructure, 
yet the eligible activities under the proposed program focus more on ecological thinning and 
prescribed fire than on protection of water infrastructure. The District should seek an amendment that 
specifies a priority for projects that protect water quality, water supply and water infrastructure (like 
at risk District facilities): “Preference shall be given to projects that also protect communities and 
water quality, water supply and water conveyance infrastructure.” 

Recommended Position: Favor/Amend 
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March 9, 2021 
 
The Honorable Henry Stern 
Chair, Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 
State Capitol, Room 5080 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  SB 45 (Portantino): The Wildfire Prevention, Safe Drinking Water, Drought       

Preparation, and Flood Protection Bond Act of 2022 – SUPPORT IF AMENDED 
 
Dear Chair Stern: 
 
The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) has adopted a Support if Amended 
position on SB 45 and recommends additional funding for water infrastructure projects that will 
increase the State’s water resilience and reduce the impacts of climate change. ACWA is keenly 
aware of the growing impacts of climate change on our State’s natural resources. From 
droughts, floods, catastrophic wildfires, and sea level rise, water managers and many others are 
faced with growing challenges as a result of climate change. For this reason, ACWA encourages 
the legislature to consider significant funding in the following key areas.  
 
Regional and Inter-Regional Water Resilience 
Consistent with Governor Newsom’s bond proposal in his January 2020 budget, ACWA believes 
significant funding should be made available for regional and inter-regional water management 
projects. ACWA requests consideration of $1.5 billion for regional and inter-regional water 
resilience projects, including $500 million to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) for 
competitive grants or loans to support local and regional water conveyance projects and $250 
million to the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) for competitive grants 
or loans for water quality projects. In addition, $100 million to DWR for implementation of 
Integrated Regional Water Management plans.  
 
Groundwater 
Many parts of the state rely on groundwater wells as a source of drinking water and other uses. 
In order to ensure that groundwater resources are sustainably managed, it is imperative that 
DWR successfully implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). For this 
reason, ACWA is proposing $395 million to DWR for competitive grants for projects that support 
implementation of SGMA as well as an additional $350 million to DWR for competitive grants to 
local agencies for projects and programs that support groundwater banking, conjunctive use, 
water quality monitoring and remediation, including for contaminants of emerging concern, 
prevention of seawater intrusion, or other groundwater projects and programs that improve 
water resilience. 
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Dam Safety/Reservoir Operations 
As periods of intense rain and extended droughts become more severe, ensuring dam safety 
and sound reservoir operations will become even more critical. ACWA is proposing $700 million 
for dam safety projects at high hazard dams, reservoir seismic retrofit projects, and new 
spillways and repairs at existing dams to facilitate implementation of Forecast Informed 
Reservoir Operations. 
  
Water Recycling and Desalination 
Recycled water is an important part of the State’s path to water resilience. With billions of 
dollars in projects in various stages of planning and implementation it is important to dedicate 
significant funding to ensure water recycling increases to meet the State Water Board’s recycled 
water goals. ACWA is requesting $500 million to the State Water Board’s existing program for 
water recycling and reuse projects as well as $150 million for brackish and seawater desalination 
projects. 
  
Flood Protection  
Flood protection is a critical issue for many parts of the state. ACWA is requesting consideration 
of $340 million to DWR for flood infrastructure projects to support flood risk reduction and 
provide the State cost share for priority U.S. Army Corps of Engineers projects. In addition, $270 
million to DWR for Central Valley and Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta multi-benefit flood control 
projects that support flood risk reduction and ecosystem restoration efforts. 
 
Safe Drinking Water 
Providing safe drinking water for all Californians continues to be a top priority for ACWA and its 
members. ACWA requests the inclusion of $360 million to the State Water Board for 
competitive grants or loans for the purposes described in Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 
79720) of Division 26.7 of the Water Code to help provide clean, safe and reliable drinking water 
to all Californians. 
 
ACWA appreciates the importance of the funding categories identified in SB 45 and believes that 
a comprehensive approach to addressing the impacts of climate change is certainly needed. 
Additional funding for water infrastructure would increase water resilience and reliability, 
mitigate the impacts of climate change, and create jobs. We greatly appreciate your 
consideration of these important amendments (attached) and look forward to working with you 
in the coming months.  
 
Sincerely,  
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Adam Quiñonez 
State Relations Director 
Association of California Water Agencies 
AdamQ@acwa.com 
707-761-9247 
Enclosure: SB 45 ACWA Amendements 
 
AQ:sn 
 
cc: The Honorable Anthony Portantino 
 Members, Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee  

Mr. Dennis O’Connor, Chief Consultant, Senate Natural Resources and Water 
Committee 
Mr. Todd Moffit, Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 
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March 15, 2021 
 
The Honorable Wade Crowfoot 
Secretary for Natural Resources 
California Natural Resources Agency 
1416 9th Street #1311 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:  Support for Governor Newsom’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan and  

Agreement for Shared Stewardship of California’s Forest and Rangelands 
 
Dear Secretary Crowfoot, 
 
The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) represents over 460 public water agencies across 
the state, many of which are directly engaged in proactive efforts to improve forest health and restore 
watershed function to achieve greater resiliency in the face of climate change. ACWA member agencies 
have long been concerned with protecting the state’s forested headwaters – the primary source of 
water supply for California’s citizens, agriculture, and businesses.  
 
ACWA has been informing state and federal decision-makers of the critical need to proactively manage 
our forested headwaters for the last decade. Promoting policy advances on headwaters management 
continues to be a priority for ACWA and its members, and we recently updated our policy principles on 
“Improved Management of California’s Headwaters” (Headwaters Principles). These principles fall into 
four categories:  
 

1. Improved planning, coordination, and implementation;  
2. Management of headwater resources;  
3. Research; and, 
4. Financing of headwater improvements. 
 

It is from this perspective that ACWA offers its enthusiastic support for actions that Governor Newsom’s 
Administration is taking to promote fire resilience for California’s communities and natural areas. 
ACWA’s goals are well-aligned with the policies laid out in the Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan 
(Action Plan) as well as the State’s continued progress on collaboration with the federal government 
through the August 2020 Agreement for Shared Stewardship of California’s Forest and Rangelands 
(Agreement). The Agreement is precisely the vehicle necessary to articulate the goals and direction for a 
coordinated effort between the State and the USDA Forest Service, the largest headwater resource 
manager. The Action Plan provides more specific actions that are necessary to accomplish the goal of 
increased protection of our headwater resources and to help prevent catastrophic wildfire. ACWA offers 
our support for the Agreement and Plan as well as some observations that we believe will be helpful in 
the united effort to turn the tide on catastrophic fire in California.  
 
Some of ACWA’s member agencies have already taken major steps in planning, funding, and 
implementing projects that accomplish the visions of the Plan and the Agreement. For example, in 
Placer and Yuba counties, water agencies have successfully developed partnerships with the USDA 
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Forest Service, environmental organizations, Tribes, local land managers, and other stakeholders and 
are currently increasing headwater fire resiliency through the practices of ecological forestry. Funding 
comes from a combination of federal, state, local government, and private sources. 
 
Primary in our perspective is the understanding that greater, more rapid, efficient, and enduring success 
in improving fire resiliency can be achieved by utilizing local and regional levels of public organization as 
a conduit to deliver funds from the state to on-the-ground projects. One of our Headwaters Principles is 
that strategies should recognize that one size does not fit all, and there is great variability across the 
state. Actionable strategies should provide for accommodation of local and regional diversity based 
upon resource conditions, institutional capacity, ongoing projects, and local and regional priorities. This 
goal is best achieved by empowering local and regional entities to manage funds and collaborate across 
regions, including water agencies, fire departments, municipalities, fire safe councils, prescribed fire 
cooperatives, resource conservation districts, and other special districts. They are ideally positioned to: 
identify projects with the greatest tangible needs and benefits for the areas affected; build and lead 
local coalitions; successfully permit projects; realize “boots-on-the-ground” management; and achieve 
effective reporting. 
 
With restoration projects in the Yuba and Placer headwaters, for example, county-level government 
serves as the accumulator of funds from federal, state, local, and private sources as well as: the lead 
agency for state environmental processes; the primary partner in master stewardship agreements for 
federal lands; and the contracting agent for all local private sector watershed management work. The 
Placer and Yuba projects have developed efficient funding, contract management, and reporting models 
that can easily be adapted to the needs of other regions of the state for internal capacity building. Local 
relationships developed by regionally focused organizations such as the Sierra Nevada Conservancy are 
valuable in coordinating locally managed projects to accomplish regional goals.  
 
ACWA also strongly supports the Action Plan’s identification of the need to increase economic 
opportunities for use of forest materials. It is widely recognized that a major hurdle to the viability of 
forest health projects is the limited market for removed fuels. With the Placer project, for example, 
there are very few places to take removed excess vegetation, thus hampering the effectiveness of fire 
resiliency objectives. Stimulation of biofuel and other wood product infrastructure is an imperative part 
of creating a viable fire resiliency business model for the state. 
 
Another action imperative to promoting more widespread fire resiliency is adapting state funding 
mechanisms to accomplish work at the local level. The Plan recognizes the importance of ecological, 
economic, and social linkages in creating a fire resilient forest resource culture.  To realize the work 
force necessary to accomplish largescale fuels removal, funding must be provided within local 
contractors’ billing cycles. Few contractors can afford to wait for quarterly payments, which are 
common for state funding. Channeling state funds through regional entities can provide cash-flow 
resiliency to help manage payment cycles, an important step to realize the business model necessary to 
achieve the goals of increased pace and scale for fire resiliency projects. 
 
In conclusion, ACWA supports the Governor’s January 8, 2021 budget proposal regarding wildfire 
funding and urges the Administration and Legislature to work together to ensure funding flows to local 
communities that can put monies to effective and efficient use in projects on the ground. ACWA 
applauds the efforts of the Newsom Administration to actively address the accelerating crisis posed by 
catastrophic, high severity forest fires with a changing climate. ACWA is committed to continuing as a 
partner in creating a culture of fire resilience for California. 
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Thank you for your consideration of these suggestions. If you have questions or would like to discuss 
these issues, please contact me at davee@acwa.com or Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for 
Government Relations at cindyt@acwa.com. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dave Eggerton  
 
cc:  Ms. Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations, ACWA 
       Ms. Julia Hall, Senior Legislative Advocate, ACWA 
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March 19, 2021 
 
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232, U.S. Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-204, U.S. Capitol 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
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The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
U.S. Senator from California 
331 Hart Senate Office Building  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Alex Padilla 
U.S. Senator from California 
B03 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
RE: Include Urgently Needed Long-Term Low-Income Water Rate Assistance Funding 
and Investments for Water Infrastructure in Congressional Actions 
 
Dear Speaker Pelosi, Minority Leader McCarthy, Senators Feinstein and Padilla, and Members 
of the California Congressional Delegation:  
 
Our organizations collectively represent both California frontline communities as well as over 
500 California water agencies and other water and environmental stakeholders. We have come 
together to urge the California Congressional Delegation to include funding for urgent water 
infrastructure and water affordability needs as part of future Congressional legislation. We have 
advocated jointly since spring 2020 but our concern, and the level of need around water, have 
only grown. In 2021 we urge you to prioritize water as a core plank of Congressional actions to 
recover equitably and build back better. 
 
COVID-19 impacts further highlight ongoing affordability needs. California recently 
released results of its statewide water debt survey in January 2021 focusing on impacts from 
COVID-19 and found Californians are shouldering over $600 million in drinking water debt, 
along with $400 million in other utility debt tied to the water bill, affecting 1.6 million 
Californian households. The survey also found that low-income communities of color had 
disproportionately high levels of water debt related to the pandemic. Given the long road to 
recovery ahead, this survey is one important data point that helps highlight ongoing affordability 
needs. We do appreciate the inclusion of $638 million in the last COVID-19 relief bill and the 
$500 million in additional one-time water affordability funding that was included in the recent 
COVID-19 reconciliation bill. While they will not cover the entirety of the debt, these amounts 
will help customers partially address their unpaid water bills and get them on the road to 
recovery. 
 
Water and wastewater agencies in both rural and urban communities across the country 
also need ongoing federal assistance to cover a projected annual need of $8 billion dollars. 
Water rate assistance has long been an unmet need, and the pandemic has further highlighted the 
importance of long-term affordable water service. Similar to programs that are federally funded 
and support low-income electric rate assistance programs, ongoing funding is needed for a Low-
Income Households Drinking Water and Wastewater Assistance/Affordability Program. In 
California alone, a report for the California legislature estimated the cost of an ongoing water 
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affordability program for drinking water needs is over $600 million per year.1 If that is 
extrapolated nationwide, and the program includes wastewater assistance as well, we 
conservatively estimate the need exceeding $8 billion per year for agencies in both rural and 
urban communities across the country.   
 
Water is also an economic engine for the nation. Our nation’s water infrastructure is 
crumbling. A recent survey by the Council of Infrastructure Financing Authorities (CIFA), found 
more than $73 billion in current and prospective water infrastructure projects in various stages of 
development. Federal funding for water infrastructure has declined over the decades from 55% to 
less than 5%.2 Water projects can be found in every congressional district in the country. And a 
recent report by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) found that fully funding our 
water infrastructure needs would create nearly 800,000 new jobs by 2039.3  
 
There is broad public support for water investments. A recent poll found that 84% of voters 
support funding water systems for small towns and communities, while 79% support assistance 
to families struggling to pay water bills.4  
 
With this in mind, we urge you to include the following as part of any new federal water or 
infrastructure-related Congressional actions that is acted on: 
 

1. $8 billion each year for 10 years ($80 billion in total) for long-term water affordability 
funding for grants to the states for a Low-Income Households Drinking Water and 
Wastewater Rate Assistance Program to help struggling households pay for essential 
water and wastewater service.  

2. $100 billion in new funding over five years for Clean Water and Drinking Water State 
Revolving Funds, with at least 20 percent of the new funding distributed to disadvantaged 
communities as additional subsidization (grants) rather than loans and eligibility for the 
new funding for all water systems, regardless of their organizational structure. 

 
While not a comprehensive list of the actions our various organizations believe should be taken, 
nor of the elements we believe should be part of the funding described above, these represent 
meaningful and we believe necessary steps to meet the long-term drinking water needs of 
Californians while also boosting the economy and helping preserve access to safe, reliable and 
affordable water service.  
 
We urge the California delegation to champion this issue in the coming weeks. We also 
encourage you to join your colleagues from the House Environmental Justice Taskforce and the 
Senate Environmental Justice Caucus as they push for provisions to support what Californians 
and the nation need to ensure long-term assistance for households across the country. 
 

                                                
1 https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/conservation_portal/assistance/docs/ab401_report.pdf 
2 Water Infrastructure Financing: History of EPA Appropriations (filesusr.com) 
3http://www.uswateralliance.org/sites/uswateralliance.org/files/publications/The%20Economic%20Benefits%20of%20Investing
%20in%20Water%20Infrastructure_final.pdf 
4 https://f.hubspotusercontent10.net/hubfs/6000718/Water%20Hub/Water%20Hub%20poll%20Aug.%202020.pdf 
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We welcome the opportunity to brief you further on this urgent issue. For questions or to discuss 
further, please do not hesitate to reach out to Adriana Sanchez-Ochoa at NextGen California 
(adriana.sanchez-ochoa@nextgenamerica.org), Alesandra Najera at Water Foundation 
(anajera@waterfdn.org), Cindy Tuck at ACWA (cindyt@acwa.com), Danielle Blacet-Hyden at 
CMUA (dblacet@cmua.org), Emily Lam at SFPUC (emlam@sfwater.org), Jennifer Capitolo at 
the California Water Association (jcapitolo@calwaterassn.com), Jennifer Clary at Clean Water 
Action (jclary@cleanwater.org), Jonathan Nelson at Community Water Center 
(jonathan.nelson@communitywatercenter.org), Kalima Rose at PolicyLink 
(kalima@policylink.org), Phoebe Seaton at Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability 
(pseaton@leadershipcounsel.org), Sean Bothwell at California Coastkeeper Alliance 
(sbothwell@cacoastkeeper.org), and Tracy Quinn at NRDC (tquinn@nrdc.org). 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Allison Harvey Turner, CEO, Water Foundation 
 
Anja Raudabaugh, CEO, Western United Dairymen 
 
Araceli Palafox, Deputy Director, Lift To Rise 
 
Ari Neumann, Community and Environmental Services Director, Rural Community Assistance 
Corporation  
 
Arnold Sowell Jr., Executive Director, NextGen California 
 
Aysha Massell, Director, California Integrated Water Systems, American Rivers 
 
Betsy Reifsnider, Sacramento Policy Associate, Mono Lake Committee 
 
Brandon Dawson, Policy Advocate, Sierra Club California 
 
Bruce Reznik, Executive Director, Los Angeles Waterkeeper 
 
Caroline Ferrell, Executive Director, Center for Race, Poverty & the Environment 
 
Caryn Mandelbaum, Water Program Director, Environment Now 
 
Casey Creamer, President/CEO, California Citrus Mutual 
 
Chanell Fletcher, Executive Director, ClimatePlan 
 
Christopher Sanchez, Policy Advocate, CHIRLA 
 
Cindy Clark, Manager, California Policy, Ceres 
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Cindy Tuck, P.E., Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations, Association of 
California Water Agencies 
 
Crisantema Gallardo, 99Rootz Director, Power California 
 
Danielle Blacet-Hyden, Deputy Executive Director, California Municipal Utilities Association 
 
David J. Guy, President, Northern California Water Association 
 
DeAngelo Mack, Director of State Policy, Public Health Advocates 
 
Dennis Nuxoll, Vice President, Federal Government Affairs, Western Growers 
 
Dolores Huerta, Dolores Huerta Foundation 
 
Don McEnhill, Executive Director, Russian Riverkeeper 
 
Elizabeth Dougherty, Ph.D., Executive Director, Wholly H2O 
 
Elizabeth Martin, Chief Executive Officer, Sierra Fund 
 
Emily Rooney, President, Agricultural Council of California 
 
Garry Brown, Founding Director, Orange County Coastkeeper/Inland Empire 
Waterkeeper/Coachella Valley Waterkeeper 
 
Gary Link, Director of Public Policy, Western Region, Ducks Unlimited 
 
Genoveva Islas, Founder & CEO, Cultiva la Salud 
 
Gladys Limon, California Environmental Justice Alliance  
 
Michael Carlin,, Acting General Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
 
Jackie Rutheiser, Senior Policy Advocate, California Alliance of Child and Family Services 
 
Jennifer Capitolo, Executive Director, California Water Association 
 
Jennifer Clary, Water Programs Manager, Clean Water Action 
 
Jennifer Kalt, Director, Humboldt Baykeeper 
 
Jim Lindburg, Legislative Director, Friends Committee on Legislation of California 
 
Jim Wunderman, President and CEO , Bay Area Council 
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Jonas Minton, Senior Water Policy Advisor, Planning & Conservation League 
 
Jonathan Nelson, Policy Director, Community Water Center 
 
Juan Altamirano, Associate Director of Policy, Audubon 
 
Kalima Rose, Vice President for Strategic Initiatives, PolicyLink  
 
Karen L. Bohlke, Director Government and External Relations, Martin Luther King Jr. Freedom 
Center 
 
Kassandra Hishida, Coordinator, Community Alliance for Agroecology 
 
Kira Redmond, Executive Director, Santa Barbara Channelkeeper 
 
Luz Gallegos, Program Director, TODEC Legal Center 
 
Margarita Rocha, Executive Director, Centro La Familia Advocacy Services 
 
Mark E. Carlson, Lutherans Restoring Creation, California 
 
Mary Creasman, CEO, California League of Conservation Voters 
 
Mary-Ann Warmerdam, Senior Legislative Advocate, Rural County Representatives of 
California (RCRC) 
 
Matt O'Malley, Executive Director & Managing Attorney, San Diego Coastkeeper 
 
Melinda Booth, Executive Director, South Yuba River Citizens League; Yuba River 
Waterkeeper 
 
Michael Rincon, Policy Researcher, Physicians for Social Responsibility, Los Angeles 
 
Noe Paramo, Director of Sustainable Rural Communities Project and Legislative Advocate, 
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation 
 
Olivia Rodriguez, Resident, Thermal California  
 
Phoebe Seaton, Co-Founder and Co-Executive Director, Leadership Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability 
 
Raul Barraza, General Manager, Arvin Community Services District 
 
Regina Q. Banks, Executive Director, Lutheran Office of Public Policy – California 
 
Ryan G. Sinclair PhD, MPH, Loma Linda University School of Public Health 
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Samuel Molina, CA State Director, Mi Famila Vota 
 
Sean Bothwell, Executive Director, California Coastkeeper Alliance 
 
Sergio Carranza, Executive Director, Pueblo Unido CDC 
 
Shelley Luce, D. Env., President & CEO, Heal the Bay 
 
Silvia Paz, Executive Director, Alianza 
 
Steve Fleischli, Senior Director for Water Initiatives & Senior Attorney, Natural Resources 
Defense Council 
 
Suguet Lopez, Executive Director, Lideres Campesinas 
 
Thomas J. Collishaw, President/CEO, Self-Help Enterprises 
 
Torri Estrada, Executive Director and Director of Policy, Carbon Cycle Institute 
 
Valerie Nera, Policy Advocate, California Chamber of Commerce 
 
Vanessa Moreno, Coachella Program Coordinator, Council of Mexican Federations in North 
America (COFEM) 
 
Veronica Solis, Member, la Asociación de Gente Unida por el Agua (AGUA) 
 
Veronica Tovar, Environmental Justice Program Manager, Catholic Charities of the Diocese of 
Stockton 
 
CC: 
 

Members of the California Congressional Delegation 
The Honorable California Governor Gavin Newsom 
The Honorable Senate Pro Tem Toni Atkins, California State Senate 
The Honorable Speaker Anthony Rendon, California State Assembly 
The Honorable Secretary Jared Blumenfeld, California Environmental Protection Agency 
The Honorable Secretary Wade Crowfoot, California Natural Resources Agency 
The Honorable Director Mark Ghilarducci, Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
The Honorable Board Chair E. Joaquin Esquivel, State Water Resources Control Board 
The Honorable Board Member Laurel Firestone, State Water Resources Control Board 
Deputy Cabinet Secretary Christine Hironaka, Governor’s Office 
Deputy Legislative Secretary Rachel Wagoner, Governor’s Office 
Deputy Secretary and Special Counsel for Water Policy Kristin Peer, California 
Environmental Protection Agency 
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Deputy Secretary for Environmental Justice, Tribal Affairs and Border Relations Yana 
Garcia, California Environmental Protection Agency 
Central Valley Deputy Regional Director Maria Herrera, Governor’s Office External Affairs  
Executive Director Eileen Sobeck, State Water Resources Control Board 
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PRESS RELEASE 
 

AWA WATER CONSERVATION PROGRAM AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW 
 

For immediate release: 9/28/2010 

Contact:    Michael Lee, Financial Services Manager 

Amador Water Agency, 209-223-3018  

 

 (Sutter Creek) A proposed plan to encourage Amador County residents and businesses to 

conserve water is available for public review.  

The Amador Water Agency must comply with new state-mandated water conservation 

measures in order to be eligible for state grants and loans, important funding sources for AWA 

infrastructure projects. The state goal? To reduce per capita water use by 20 percent by the year 

2020.  

The draft water conservation plan is available on the Agency’s website, www.amadorwater.org. 

Hard copies are available for review, or for a $5.00 photocopying fee, at the front desk of AWA office 

at 12800 Ridge Road, Sutter Creek.  

 The plan includes rebates for high efficiency plumbing fixtures and washing machines, 

mandatory water metering, tiered water rates, water audits and leak repairs for customers and for the 

Agency system, a conservation coordinator for the Agency, public information and school education 

programs, incentives for large users to conserve, and ordinances prohibiting water wasting.  

If approved as proposed, it will cost AWA customers about one dollar per month to implement 

the state-mandated water conservation plan.  

The Agency must demonstrate progress toward implementing water conservation when 

applying for any state water/wastewater project grant or loan. The Water Agency also has identified 

conservation as being one way to meet future water needs for Amador County. Other alternatives 

include use of recycled water and water supply projects. 

Directors will take public comment on the proposed conservation plan at a workshop during the 

regular AWA Board meeting on October 14, 2010.  
 

### 
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Your Amador Water Agency water bill can 
help you track your water use and save money 
when you conserve. 

How to use your water bill to save money:  
Look for the following chart in the ACCOUNT 
SUMMARY box on your utility bill:

Save Water, Save Money!

Previous Read   Current Read   Units Use   Units Use (Last Year)
               274                     317                 43                      31

In this example, the customer used 43 “units” 
of water, or 32,164 gallons (1 unit = 748 gals), 
in one month, compared with 31 units used 
last year. 
 The CONSUMPTION HISTORY graph 
(bottom right of your bill -- see sample below) 
shows monthly water use in units over a one-
year period. Customers can compare their 
water use month by month.

AWA’s “Tiered” water rate structure encour-
ages and rewards water conservation. The 
first 10 units of water used are charged at the 
lowest rate. 
 You can measure your water conservation 
effort by monitoring your water use each 
month and comparing your water use to the 
previous month and year. By keeping most of 
your water use in the lowest rate tiers, you 
can save money!
QUESTIONS? Call AWA Customer Service,  
Monday - Friday, 8 - 5 at 223-3018.
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Due to severe water supply conditions in 
California, AWA is encouraging customers to 
voluntarily reduce water usage by 20%. The 
average Amador County indoor water use is 
about 6000 gallons (or about 8 “units”) per 
month for a family of four. 
 There are many simple ways to reduce the 
amount of water that we use.

How much can you save?
INDOORS:
• Fill the bathtub half-way: 12 gallons
• Low-flow shower heads: 2.5 gals/minute
• Turn water off while brushing teeth or   
 shaving: 10 gals/person/day
• 5-minute shower instead of 10 minute   
 shower: up to 25 gals/shower 
• Aerators on faucets: 1.2 gals/person/day
• High efficiency toilets: 19 gals/person/day

OUTDOORS: 
• Clean your driveway with a broom and not  
 a hose: up to 150 gallons each time
• Mulch around plants and trees:  
 20 - 30 gals each time you water 
• Drought resistant plants: 30 - 60 gals each  
 time you water

FIX A LEAK: 
Even small leaks add up to many gallons 
per day. If you suspect a leak in a pipe or 
appliance, call AWA customer service for help.

Visit www.saveourh2o.org for more tips on 
water conservation in the home and garden, 
or see AWA’s Conservation web page at  
www.amadorwater.org.
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• Mulch around plants and trees:  
 20 - 30 gals each time you water 
• Drought resistant plants: 30 - 60 gals each  
 time you water

FIX A LEAK: 
Even small leaks add up to many gallons 
per day. If you suspect a leak in a pipe or 
appliance, call AWA customer service for help.

Visit www.saveourh2o.org for more tips on 
water conservation in the home and garden, 
or see AWA’s Conservation web page at  
www.amadorwater.org.

Saving Gallons!
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Mandatory Outdoor Water Conservation 
Regulations are now in effect.  

During the current water emergency:
•	Water	lawns	and	gardens	only	between	the	hours	of	7	pm	and		
	 9	am.
•	Any	run-off	or	street	flooding	from	outdoor	irrigation	is		 	
	 prohibited.	No	unattended	watering	except	where	automatic			
	 shut-off	equipment	is	used.	
•	Washing	sidewalks,	driveways,	patios,	parking	lots,	and	tennis		
	 courts	with	water	is	prohibited.
•	An	automatic	shut-off	nozzle	or	valve	is	required	when	washing		
	 cars	and	other	vehicles.
•	Drinking	water	used	in	decorative	fountains	must	be		 	 	
	 recirculated.
•	Emptying	and	refilling	of	swimming	pools	and	hot	tubs	is		 	
	 prohibited.	Maintaining	pools,	hot	tubs	and	fire	protection		 	
	 storage	facilities	at	normal	operating	levels	is	permitted.	
•	Drinking	water	may	not	be	used	in	scenic	ponds	and	lakes		 	
	 except	for	the	minimum	amount	needed	to	support	aquatic	life.

FREE  
Water Conservation Items 

from Amador Water Agency
It’s	easy	to	save	precious	water	with	water-conserving		
showerheads,	faucet	aerators	and	toilet	conservation	
kits.	Low-flow	devices	are	easy	to	install	and	use.

•	 Free to Amador Water Agency customers	at	the		 	
	 AWA	office,	12800	Ridge	Rd,	Sutter	Creek.	One	item		 	
	 per	customer	household,	while	supplies	last.
•	 A	Home Water Audit can	result	in	tremendous		 	 	
	 savings	in	household	water	use.	“Do-it-yourself”		 	
	 brochures	are	available	at	the	AWA	office	and	at		 	
	 www.amadorwater.org.
•	 A	variety	of water-conserving devices	are	available	at			
	 local	hardware	and	home	improvement	stores.
•	 You	can	significantly	reduce	water	use	by	simply	
	 repairing	leaks or drips in faucets or pipes.	If	you		 	
	 need	help	locating	a	leak,	contact	Amador	Water		
	 Customer	Service,	209-223-3018.

Need More Help?
The	AWA	Customer	Service	desk,	12800	Ridge	Rd,	
Sutter	Creek,	is	open	from	8	am	-	5	pm,	Mon	-	Fri,	
209-223-3018.	More	customer	service	information	
and	water	saving	tips	are	available	at:		
www. amadorwater.org. 
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AMADOR WATER AGENCY
www.amadorwater.org  209.223.3018 12800 Ridge Road, Sutter Creek, CA 95685

D R O U G H T    U  P D A T  E . . .
Amador Water Customers Reduce Water Use by 42% in July
AWA customers have responded to Governor Brown’s call for water conservation with a whopping 42% 
reduction in their water use this July compared to July, 2013.  For June and July, AWA customers cut their 
water use a total of 34%, significantly more than the state-required 24% reduction for Amador County.

New Water Rates on Your September Bill Include Drought Surcharge
The extended drought and California’s emergency conservation regulations are now causing a shortfall in 
funds needed to cover Amador Water Agency’s fixed costs of operating your water system – a loss of up 
to $1.2 million/year. Beginning in September, your water bill includes temporary surcharge of 78 cents per 
unit of water (748 gallons) to ensure financial stability during the current drought emergency.  
Customers who reduce their water use by the requested 25% will see at most a minimal increase of a few 
cents to a few dollars in their monthly water bill. The drought surcharge only applies to the water usage 
portion of your water bill, and does not affect the service charge or debt service portions. The surcharge 
will be eliminated when the AWA Board of Directors declares the water shortage over.

AWA Adapts to the Drought Emergency
In response to customer conservation and the 
dramatic drop in water sales, the Water Agency 
is keeping operations costs at recessionary levels. 
This year’s AWA budget is the lowest it has been 
since 2011. Reserves are being drawn down and 
are not being funded at this time. Operating and 
maintenance budgets remain at minimum levels. 
Retiree and health care costs have been cut through 
added cost-sharing by employees. 

Save Money, Save Water with Rebates for Turf and Old Toilets:
The state is offering two new rebate programs to help Californians replace 
inefficient toilets and tear out water-guzzling lawns, further conserving water 
during the state’s historic drought. To apply for a $100 consumer rebate to replace 
one old toilet per household and up to $2 per square foot for lawn replacement, 
visit www.SaveOurWaterRebates.com. 

“Let grass go gold and keep trees alive.”
For most customers, reducing landscape watering is the key to big water savings. 
Most permanent landscape plants and trees will survive on the required two-days-
per-week watering schedule. For a watering guide and practical tips on creating a 
beautiful garden with less water, visit www.rwa.watersavingplants.com.

SUMMER/FALL 2015

CONTINUED...
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D R O U G H T    U  P D A T  E . . .

Oops!
Education is the Best Medicine for “Water Wasters”
The Water Agency will not penalize individual customers who are “water-wise” 
but can’t reduce their use by the full amount requested by the state. While 
there can be penalties for repeat water wasters, to date AWA has not placed 
any restrictors on customer meters, and has no current plan to assess fines. 
The Water Agency does investigate water wasting, issues notices and provides 
conservation education materials accordingly. 

The Future of Water Supplies in Amador County
At AWA, we get calls daily from customers concerned about the drought and confused about 
the state and local response to water shortages. People have noted that some of AWA’s high 
Sierra storage reservoirs appear to have plenty of water. Water managers estimate that there 
will be adequate water in storage for Amador County customers for this dry season. However, 
there is no guarantee that winter will reverse the drought. In August, State Climatologist 
Michael Anderson said that California cannot count on potential El Niño conditions to halt or 

reverse drought conditions.

M O R E AWA N EWS. . .
Major Cost-saving Projects are Underway 

AWA staff and board of directors are working hard to balance state 
conservation requirements and Amador County needs with reliable, 
affordable water service. Projects underway now will save customer 
costs, save water, or both, including: A water recycling project 
under construction at the Ione Water Treatment Plant that will save 
up to $100,000/year in wastewater disposal fees; installation of a 
hydroelectric generator on a pipeline that will offset power bills at the 
AWA water treatment plant, offices and maintenance shop; the Gravity 
Supply Line that will eliminate raw water pumping costs of about 
$250,000/year for the upcountry water system;  Most current AWA 
construction projects are funded by state and federal grants that do not 
have to be paid back.

A hydroelectric generator installed on 
a pipeline at AWA’s Tanner Reservoir in 
Sutter Hill will save power costs of $4 
million over 30 years at the AWA water 
treatment plant, shop and offices.

REGISTER TODAY AND RECEIVE THESE BENEFITS:

PAY ONLINE!

Save time
Save postage
Save checks
Sign up for E-bills

See usage history
Pay with rewards cards
Pay with e-checks

Do you want to save paper?
Do you want to pay with your credit card?
Do you want to save paper?
Do you want to pay with your credit card?

https://amadorwater.merchanttransact.com
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AWA Conservation Outreach 

1.1.2010  to 3.22.16: 

 

 

PRESS RELEASES: 

3.14.13 “New Liners For Leaky Lake Camanche Village Water Tanks” 

10.29.13 “Awa Urges Homeowners To Prepare Homes For Winter” 

1.24.14  “AWA Board Asks for 20% Voluntary Water Conservation” 

6.14.14 “Amador Water Agency Comes To The Aid Of Drought-Stricken Jackson Valley”  

7.24.14  “State-Mandated Water Conservation Comes To Amador County” 

“Stage 2 Water Emergency Media Fact Sheet” 

8.18.14  “Amador Water Agency Offers Free Water Conservation Items to Customers” 

2.4.15  “State Funds For Water Conservation Project Save Amador Water Customers Millions” 

3.18.15  “High Country Reservoirs Expected To Meet Water Demand In Spite Of Fourth Year Of Drought” 

4.13.15   “AWA Declares “Stage 2” Water Warning In Amador County” 

  “AWA Water Shortage Stages” Fact Sheet 

 

GUEST EDITORIALS: 

7. 27.15 Facts about Statewide Mandatory Water Conservation, Amador Ledger Dispatch 

 

GIVEAWAY PROGRAM 

8.15.14  -- Present Giveaways: Free Water Efficient Shower Heads, Faucet Aerators, and Toilet Kits  

8.10.14 -- Present AWA Home Water Audit -- Brochures provided along with giveaway item, and available in AWA lobby and on website 

3.15   Brochures and Activity books: Water Facts,” “Water: Every Drop Counts,” “Give Water A Second Chance – Recycle.” 

 

CUSTOMER  MATERIALS: AWA Residential Self-Audit Brochure 

    AWA Restaurant Water Saving Window Notice &Table Tent 

     AWA Hotel Water Saving Reminders Tent 
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     Water-Waster Reminder Doorhanger 

 

PAID ADVERTISING: 

“FREE Water Conservation Items from Amador Water Agency” 

  8.22.14 & 8.29.14  Amador Ledger-Dispatch, ¼ page ad  

  Sept. Issue   Upcountry News, ¼  page ad 

  8.20.14 & 8.27.14  Buy & Sell Press, ¼ page ad 

 

“FREE Water Conservation Items from Amador Water Agency – Stage 2 Water Warning” 

  4.15 – 9.15  Amador Ledger-Dispatch, ¼ page ad, 2 x month 

  May - Sept. 2015 Upcountry News, ¼  page ad, monthly 

  4.15 – 9.15  Buy & Sell Press, ¼ page ad, 2 x month 

 

KVGC – AM radio: “Water Saving Tip of the Day” campaign 

  May – Sept. 2015 30-sec spots, 2-3 x day, total cost: $1320.00 

 

TSPN-TV – Television: “Water Saving Tip of the Day” campaign 

  May – Sept. 2015 30-sec spots, 100/month, total cost: $1800.00 

 

CONSERVATION DISPLAYS: 

7.2010    Amador County Fair Window Display: “How Many Gallons of Water Can You Find?” 

7.2014    Amador County Fair Window Display: 

      “There’s No Place Like Home… To Save Water!” 

8.18.2014  -- Present               AWA Lobby: Sample Giveaways, Water Audit Brochures, and other free water conservation materials on display 

7.2015    Amador County Fair Window Display: “Your Midway Blooms Can Be Water-Wise” 
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BILLING NOTICES: 

3.01.14 – 3.16 Reminder on Monthly Customer Bills Ongoing 

2.25.14 Buckslip: “Save Water, Save Money” (20% Conservation Request and Tips) 

7.1.14  Buckslip: “Water Conservation, How You Can Help” (20% Conservation Reminder & Tips) 

8.1.14  Customer Letter: “Mandatory Water Conservation – Effective Immediately” 

9.1.14  Buckslip: “Mandatory Conservation Reminder”  

4.15.14 Buckslip: “Stage 2 Water Warning” 

2014/2015 Annual Consumer Confidence Reports “Message from the General Manager” (Focus on Drought) 

 

AWA WEBSITE (AWA Drought Headquarters page): 

2.15.14 20% Conservation notice and water savings links on home page  

7.24.14 Mandatory Conservation Resolution, Revised Water Conservation Policy posted 

8.18.14 Conservation Page Revised: Customer Materials Available On-Line 

4.1.14  Governor Brown: Mandatory Conservation Declaration posted 

4.10.14 Stage 2 Water Warning Requirements Posted 

 

OTHER: 

3.12.14 AWA Newsletter Article in Customer Bills: “How Many Gallons Can You Save?” 

7.15.14 “Dear Neighbor” Doorhangers to staff  (Mandatory Conservation Reminder) 

4.15.14 Hotel and Restaurant Letter; Table-top and In-room Conservation Table Tents 

3.1.15  AWA Newsletter in Customer Bills: “Without Doubt, We Are Still In Drought” 

4.15 –3.16 Hwy Banners: “Save Water – Every Drop Counts”   “Reduce Your Use – Conserve Water” 

4.27.15 Water Conservation Workshop: AWA-Sponsored Workshop with County Agencies and Large Water Customers 

  (AWA-developed materials for employees and customers provided at no charge)  

9.1.15  AWA Newsletter Article in Customer Bills: “Drought Update”  (Multiple Topics) 

1.7.16  AWA Newsletter Article in Customer Bills: “Winter Water-Saving Tips” 
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PRESENTATIONS: 

4.14.15 “Nature Bowl” Pioneer Elementary School, presentation on water conservation and recycling by Damon 

 

System Conservation 

3.14.13 Lake Camanche Village Tank Liners Installed 

2014 – 2015 Lake Camanche Village Service Line Replacement 

10.22.14 Small Diameter Pipeline Grant and Construction 

1.1.15  System-wide Tiered Water Rates in Effect 

3.16  Backwash Recycling 

???  Replace Lake Camanche Village Tank 9 

???  Leak Detect and Repair: Mule Creek State Prison 

???  Metered Leak Detection Project 

6.15?  Flat Rate Customer Conversion  

???  Vintage Home Retrofit, Camanche Village 
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ARTICLE 3 - WATER CONSERVATION 

 

Section 3.01 Permanent Water Conservation,  Measures Under Normal Conditions 

The Agency promotes an ongoing voluntary water conservation program to ensure that water 
supplies available to the Agency are put to their maximum reasonable and beneficial use.  Water 
Conservation measures are put in place to help prevent the waste of water, and serve as a guide for 
the Agency in response to water supply shortages and regional and state-wide impacts from 
drought and other emergency conditions.  

The Agency recognizes that water is a scarce, natural resource that requires careful management 
not only in times of drought, but at all times. The Agency is hereby establishing permanent water 
conservation measures that will be in effect at all times, regardless of whether a declared water 
shortage is in effect.  They are necessary to conserve water, enable effective water supply planning, 
assure reasonable and beneficial use of water, and to prevent waste and unreasonable use of water.  
Should customer actions warrant, the Agency will issue violations and levy fees as appropriate per 
the Amador Water Agency Water Code.   

In addition, the Agency has established four water shortage stages and required conservation 
measures for each. Each water shortage stage presents a goal for increased demand reductions to 
meet the projected decrease in water supplies. Demand reductions are designed to minimize 
impacts to the Agency’s customers and community. The Agency’s permanent water conservation 
measures and four water shortage stages and required conservation measures are listed below.   

Conservation under each stage applies to all customer classifications, including Residential, 
Commercial, Industrial, treated, untreated, and Canal water.  

(a) End User Requirements in Promotion of Water Conservation: To prevent the 
waste and unreasonable use of water and to promote water conservation, each of 
the following actions is prohibited except where necessary to address an immediate 
health and safety need or to comply with a term or condition in a permit issued by 
a state or federal agency: 
(1) The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes in a manner that 

causes runoff such that water flows onto adjacent property, non-irrigated 
areas, private and public walkways, roadways, parking lots, or structures; 

(2) The use of a hose that dispenses potable water to wash a motor vehicle, 
except where the hose is fitted with a shut-off nozzle or device attached to 
it that causes it to cease dispensing water immediately when not in use; 

(3) The application of potable water to driveways and sidewalks; 
(4) The use of potable water in a fountain or other decorative water feature, 

except where the water is part of a recirculating system; 
(5) The application of potable water to outdoor landscapes during and within 

48 hours after measurable rainfall; 
(6) The serving of drinking water other than upon request in eating and drinking 

establishments, including but not limited to restaurants, hotels, cafes, 
cafeterias, bars or other public places where food or drink are served and/or 
purchased; 
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(7) The irrigation with potable water outside of newly constructed homes and 
buildings that is not delivered by drip or microspray systems; 

(8) Irrigation with the potable water of grass/lawn in public street medians; 
(9) Unauthorized use of hydrants.  Authorization for use must be given by the 

Agency per Water Code Section 2.30(d). 
 

(b) Hotel and Motel Laundry: To promote water conservation, operators of hotels 
and motels shall provide guests with the option of choosing not to have towels and 
linens laundered daily. The hotel or motel shall prominently display notice of this 
option in each guestroom using clear and easily understood language. 
 

(c) Best Practices for Wise Water Use: 
(1) Fix leaks or faulty sprinklers promptly. 
(2) Wash only full loads when machine-washing dishes or clothes when 

possible. 
(3) Use pool covers to minimize evaporation. 
(4) Use of water conservation kits supplied by AWA or other water utilities. 
(5) Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional equipment must be properly 

maintained and in full working order. 

 

Section 3.02 Mandatory Water Conservation  

In order to conserve the Agency's water supply during a drought or other emergency for the greatest 
public benefit with particular regard to domestic use, sanitation, and fire protection, the following 
regulations and restrictions on the delivery and use of water from the Agency shall take effect upon 
a declaration of a drought or other emergency by the Board or its designee:  

(a) Stage 1 – Water Alert (Up to 20% Reduction) 

(1) All customers will observe practices to achieve up to a 20% reduction in 
their monthly water use over 2013 usage. 

(2) Discontinue watering lawns and gardens or any other irrigation between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

(3) Require restaurants to only serve water to customers upon request. 

(4) All run-off and street flooding from outdoor irrigation is prohibited.  

(5) No unattended watering except where automatic shut-off equipment is used. 

(6) Automatic shut-off nozzles or valves are required when washing cars and 
other vehicles. 

(7) Washing sidewalks, driveways, patios, parking lots, and tennis courts with 
water is prohibited. 

(8) Emptying and refilling of swimming pools and hot tubs is prohibited.  

(9) Maintaining pools, hot tubs and fire protection storage facilities at normal 
operating levels is permitted. 
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(10) Drinking water used in decorative fountains must be recirculated. 

(11) Drinking water may not be used in scenic ponds and lakes except for the 
minimum amount needed to support existing aquatic life. 

(12) Use of Conservation kits supplied by AWA or other water utilities 

(13) No irrigation of new landscaping will be permitted during a drought 
emergency for new construction. 

(14) No irrigation during and up to 48 hours after measurable rainfall.  

(15) Fix leaks or faulty sprinklers within 7 day(s). 

(16) Water only three days per week for turf watering when using potable water. 

(17) Plant containers, trees, shrubs, and vegetable gardens may be watered 
additional days using only drip irrigation or hand watering, provided that 
any such drip irrigation system or hose is equipped with a working and 
activated automatic shut-off device. 

 

(b) Stage 2 – Water Warning (21- 30% Reduction) 

(1) All customers will observe practices to achieve up to a 30% reduction in 
their monthly water use over 2013 usage. 

(2) Discontinue watering lawns and gardens or any other irrigation between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

(3) Require restaurants to only serve water to customers upon request. 

(4) All run-off and street flooding from outdoor irrigation is prohibited.  

(5) No unattended watering except where automatic shut-off equipment is used. 

(6) Automatic shut-off nozzles or valves are required when washing cars and 
other vehicles. 

(7) Washing sidewalks, driveways, patios, parking lots, and tennis courts with 
water is prohibited. 

(8) Use of water conservation kits supplied by AWA or other water utilities.  

(9) Emptying and refilling of swimming pools and hot tubs is prohibited.  

(10) Maintaining pools, hot tubs and fire protection storage facilities at normal 
operating levels is permitted. 

(11) Drinking water may be used in decorative fountains, if equipped with a 
recirculation system. 

(12) Drinking water may not be used in scenic ponds and lakes except for the 
minimum amount needed to support existing aquatic life. 

 

041 of 44



38 
  

(13) Applications for new service connections shall be granted only on the 
condition that the water shall be used for interior purposes and not for lawn 
or gardening watering or any other irrigation use for the duration of the 
drought emergency. 

(14) No irrigation of new landscaping will be permitted during a drought 
emergency for new construction. 

(15) No irrigation during and up to 48 hours after measurable rainfall. 

(16) Fix leaks or faulty sprinklers within 5 day(s). 

(17) Warm/Dry Season: Up to two days per week turf watering when using 
potable water. 

i. Plant containers, trees, shrubs and vegetable gardens may be 
watered additional days using only drip irrigation or hand 
watering, provided that any such drip irrigation system or hose is 
equipped with a working and activated automatic shut-off device. 

(18) Cool/Wet Season: Grass /lawn shall not be watered unless utilizing non-
potable water during extended dry spells. 

i. Plant containers, trees, shrubs, and vegetable gardens may be 
watered additional days using only drip irrigation or hand 
watering, provided that any such drip irrigation system or hose is 
equipped with a working and activated automatic shut-off device. 

 
(c) Stage 3 – Water Crisis (31- 40% Reduction) 

(1) All customers will observe practices to achieve at least a 40% reduction in 
their monthly water use over 2013 usage. Discontinue watering lawns and 
gardens or any other irrigation between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

(2) Require restaurants to only serve water to customers upon request. 
(3) All run-off and street flooding from outdoor irrigation is prohibited.  
(4) No unattended watering except where automatic shut-off equipment is used. 
(5) Automatic shut-off nozzles or valves are required when washing cars and 

other vehicles. 
(6) Washing sidewalks, driveways, patios, parking lots, and tennis courts with 

water is prohibited. 
(7) Use water conservation kits supplied by AWA or other water utilities.  
(8) Emptying and refilling of swimming pools and hot tubs is prohibited.  
(9) Maintaining pools, hot tubs and fire protection storage facilities at normal 

operating levels is permitted. 
(10) Drinking water may be used in decorative fountains, if equipped with a 

recirculation system.  Drinking water may not be used in scenic ponds and 
lakes except for the minimum amount needed to support existing aquatic 
life. 

(11) Applications for new service connections shall be granted only on the 
condition that the water shall be used for interior purposes and not for lawn 
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or gardening watering or any other irrigation use for the duration of the 
drought emergency. 

(12) No irrigation of new landscaping will be permitted during a drought 
emergency for new construction. 

(13) No irrigation during and up to 48 hours after measurable rainfall. 
(14) Fix leaks or faulty sprinklers within 3 day(s). 
(15) Warm/Dry Season: Up to one day per week grass/lawn watering when using 

potable water. 
(i) Plant containers, trees, shrubs and vegetable gardens may be 

watered additional days using only drip irrigation or hand watering, 
provided that any such drip irrigation system or hose is equipped 
with a working and activated automatic shut-off device. 

(16) Cool/Wet Season: Grass/lawn shall not be watered unless utilizing non-
potable water during extended dry spells. 
(i) Plant containers, trees, shrubs, and vegetable gardens may be 

watered additional days using only drip irrigation or hand watering, 
provided that any such drip irrigation system or hose is equipped 
with a working and activated automatic shut-off device. 

 
(d) Stage 4 – Water Emergency (41-50% Reduction) 

Water use for public health and safety purposes only. 

(1) Special provisions for recycled water will be handled on a case-by-case 
basis. 

 

Section 3.03 Enforcement 

AWA’s primary focus is customer education on the critical need to conserve our precious water 
resources, however, failure to observe these mandatory water conservation measures is a violation 
of the law and therefore may be subject to fines per the Agency Administrative Citations Policy 
Sections 5.04 and 5.05. The following lists the violation procedures of the Conservation Plan 
requirements. Violations and penalty assignments as: 

 First violation: A written warning that further violation will result in possible water 
restrictions. 

 Second violation: A water restriction device will be placed on the customer’s Meter for 
one-week and associated call fees will be charged to the customer. 

 Third violation: A water restriction device will be placed on the customer’s Meter for the 
duration of the water drought or water emergency, and associated service call fees will be 
charged to the customer. 

 Variances: May be granted from any of the above regulations and restrictions upon 
application in writing stating in detail the reason therefore. 
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Section 3.04 Hydrant Water Use During Board Declared Water Conservation 

The Agency may restrict or eliminate the use of hydrant meters by customers during a declared 
conservation emergency.  If hydrant usage is allowed, the Agency may require that it be under the 
direction of Agency personnel, and when possible, Untreated Water will be used.  
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	Outreach and Legislation 3-30-2021
	3.A  SB 222 ACWA Comment Letter
	3.B  SB 223 ACWA Comment Letter
	3.B.3  AB 697 Borrowed from Bob Reeb
	3.C  SB 45 ACWA Comment Letter
	3.D  ACWA Support Letter for Governors Forest Resilience Plan
	March 15, 2021
	The Honorable Wade Crowfoot
	Secretary for Natural Resources
	California Natural Resources Agency
	1416 9th Street #1311
	Sacramento, CA 95814
	Re:  Support for Governor Newsom’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan and 
	Agreement for Shared Stewardship of California’s Forest and Rangelands
	Dear Secretary Crowfoot,
	The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) represents over 460 public water agencies across the state, many of which are directly engaged in proactive efforts to improve forest health and restore watershed function to achieve greater resiliency in the face of climate change. ACWA member agencies have long been concerned with protecting the state’s forested headwaters – the primary source of water supply for California’s citizens, agriculture, and businesses. 
	ACWA has been informing state and federal decision-makers of the critical need to proactively manage our forested headwaters for the last decade. Promoting policy advances on headwaters management continues to be a priority for ACWA and its members, and we recently updated our policy principles on “Improved Management of California’s Headwaters” (Headwaters Principles). These principles fall into four categories: 
	1. Improved planning, coordination, and implementation; 
	2. Management of headwater resources; 
	3. Research; and,
	4. Financing of headwater improvements.
	It is from this perspective that ACWA offers its enthusiastic support for actions that Governor Newsom’s Administration is taking to promote fire resilience for California’s communities and natural areas. ACWA’s goals are well-aligned with the policies laid out in the Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan (Action Plan) as well as the State’s continued progress on collaboration with the federal government through the August 2020 Agreement for Shared Stewardship of California’s Forest and Rangelands (Agreement). The Agreement is precisely the vehicle necessary to articulate the goals and direction for a coordinated effort between the State and the USDA Forest Service, the largest headwater resource manager. The Action Plan provides more specific actions that are necessary to accomplish the goal of increased protection of our headwater resources and to help prevent catastrophic wildfire. ACWA offers our support for the Agreement and Plan as well as some observations that we believe will be helpful in the united effort to turn the tide on catastrophic fire in California. 
	Some of ACWA’s member agencies have already taken major steps in planning, funding, and implementing projects that accomplish the visions of the Plan and the Agreement. For example, in Placer and Yuba counties, water agencies have successfully developed partnerships with the USDA Forest Service, environmental organizations, Tribes, local land managers, and other stakeholders and are currently increasing headwater fire resiliency through the practices of ecological forestry. Funding comes from a combination of federal, state, local government, and private sources.
	Primary in our perspective is the understanding that greater, more rapid, efficient, and enduring success in improving fire resiliency can be achieved by utilizing local and regional levels of public organization as a conduit to deliver funds from the state to on-the-ground projects. One of our Headwaters Principles is that strategies should recognize that one size does not fit all, and there is great variability across the state. Actionable strategies should provide for accommodation of local and regional diversity based upon resource conditions, institutional capacity, ongoing projects, and local and regional priorities. This goal is best achieved by empowering local and regional entities to manage funds and collaborate across regions, including water agencies, fire departments, municipalities, fire safe councils, prescribed fire cooperatives, resource conservation districts, and other special districts. They are ideally positioned to: identify projects with the greatest tangible needs and benefits for the areas affected; build and lead local coalitions; successfully permit projects; realize “boots-on-the-ground” management; and achieve effective reporting.
	With restoration projects in the Yuba and Placer headwaters, for example, county-level government serves as the accumulator of funds from federal, state, local, and private sources as well as: the lead agency for state environmental processes; the primary partner in master stewardship agreements for federal lands; and the contracting agent for all local private sector watershed management work. The Placer and Yuba projects have developed efficient funding, contract management, and reporting models that can easily be adapted to the needs of other regions of the state for internal capacity building. Local relationships developed by regionally focused organizations such as the Sierra Nevada Conservancy are valuable in coordinating locally managed projects to accomplish regional goals. 
	ACWA also strongly supports the Action Plan’s identification of the need to increase economic opportunities for use of forest materials. It is widely recognized that a major hurdle to the viability of forest health projects is the limited market for removed fuels. With the Placer project, for example, there are very few places to take removed excess vegetation, thus hampering the effectiveness of fire resiliency objectives. Stimulation of biofuel and other wood product infrastructure is an imperative part of creating a viable fire resiliency business model for the state.
	Another action imperative to promoting more widespread fire resiliency is adapting state funding mechanisms to accomplish work at the local level. The Plan recognizes the importance of ecological, economic, and social linkages in creating a fire resilient forest resource culture.  To realize the work force necessary to accomplish largescale fuels removal, funding must be provided within local contractors’ billing cycles. Few contractors can afford to wait for quarterly payments, which are common for state funding. Channeling state funds through regional entities can provide cash-flow resiliency to help manage payment cycles, an important step to realize the business model necessary to achieve the goals of increased pace and scale for fire resiliency projects.
	In conclusion, ACWA supports the Governor’s January 8, 2021 budget proposal regarding wildfire funding and urges the Administration and Legislature to work together to ensure funding flows to local communities that can put monies to effective and efficient use in projects on the ground. ACWA applauds the efforts of the Newsom Administration to actively address the accelerating crisis posed by catastrophic, high severity forest fires with a changing climate. ACWA is committed to continuing as a partner in creating a culture of fire resilience for California.
	Thank you for your consideration of these suggestions. If you have questions or would like to discuss these issues, please contact me at davee@acwa.com or Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations at cindyt@acwa.com.
	Sincerely,
	Dave Eggerton 
	cc:  Ms. Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations, ACWA
	       Ms. Julia Hall, Senior Legislative Advocate, ACWA
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March 15, 2021



The Honorable Wade Crowfoot

Secretary for Natural Resources

California Natural Resources Agency

1416 9th Street #1311

Sacramento, CA 95814



Re: 	Support for Governor Newsom’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan and 

Agreement for Shared Stewardship of California’s Forest and Rangelands



Dear Secretary Crowfoot,



The Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) represents over 460 public water agencies across the state, many of which are directly engaged in proactive efforts to improve forest health and restore watershed function to achieve greater resiliency in the face of climate change. ACWA member agencies have long been concerned with protecting the state’s forested headwaters – the primary source of water supply for California’s citizens, agriculture, and businesses. 



ACWA has been informing state and federal decision-makers of the critical need to proactively manage our forested headwaters for the last decade. Promoting policy advances on headwaters management continues to be a priority for ACWA and its members, and we recently updated our policy principles on “Improved Management of California’s Headwaters” (Headwaters Principles). These principles fall into four categories: 



1. Improved planning, coordination, and implementation; 

2. Management of headwater resources; 

3. Research; and,

4. Financing of headwater improvements.



It is from this perspective that ACWA offers its enthusiastic support for actions that Governor Newsom’s Administration is taking to promote fire resilience for California’s communities and natural areas. ACWA’s goals are well-aligned with the policies laid out in the Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan (Action Plan) as well as the State’s continued progress on collaboration with the federal government through the August 2020 Agreement for Shared Stewardship of California’s Forest and Rangelands (Agreement). The Agreement is precisely the vehicle necessary to articulate the goals and direction for a coordinated effort between the State and the USDA Forest Service, the largest headwater resource manager. The Action Plan provides more specific actions that are necessary to accomplish the goal of increased protection of our headwater resources and to help prevent catastrophic wildfire. ACWA offers our support for the Agreement and Plan as well as some observations that we believe will be helpful in the united effort to turn the tide on catastrophic fire in California. 



Some of ACWA’s member agencies have already taken major steps in planning, funding, and implementing projects that accomplish the visions of the Plan and the Agreement. For example, in Placer and Yuba counties, water agencies have successfully developed partnerships with the USDA Forest Service, environmental organizations, Tribes, local land managers, and other stakeholders and are currently increasing headwater fire resiliency through the practices of ecological forestry. Funding comes from a combination of federal, state, local government, and private sources.



Primary in our perspective is the understanding that greater, more rapid, efficient, and enduring success in improving fire resiliency can be achieved by utilizing local and regional levels of public organization as a conduit to deliver funds from the state to on-the-ground projects. One of our Headwaters Principles is that strategies should recognize that one size does not fit all, and there is great variability across the state. Actionable strategies should provide for accommodation of local and regional diversity based upon resource conditions, institutional capacity, ongoing projects, and local and regional priorities. This goal is best achieved by empowering local and regional entities to manage funds and collaborate across regions, including water agencies, fire departments, municipalities, fire safe councils, prescribed fire cooperatives, resource conservation districts, and other special districts. They are ideally positioned to: identify projects with the greatest tangible needs and benefits for the areas affected; build and lead local coalitions; successfully permit projects; realize “boots-on-the-ground” management; and achieve effective reporting.



With restoration projects in the Yuba and Placer headwaters, for example, county-level government serves as the accumulator of funds from federal, state, local, and private sources as well as: the lead agency for state environmental processes; the primary partner in master stewardship agreements for federal lands; and the contracting agent for all local private sector watershed management work. The Placer and Yuba projects have developed efficient funding, contract management, and reporting models that can easily be adapted to the needs of other regions of the state for internal capacity building. Local relationships developed by regionally focused organizations such as the Sierra Nevada Conservancy are valuable in coordinating locally managed projects to accomplish regional goals. 



ACWA also strongly supports the Action Plan’s identification of the need to increase economic opportunities for use of forest materials. It is widely recognized that a major hurdle to the viability of forest health projects is the limited market for removed fuels. With the Placer project, for example, there are very few places to take removed excess vegetation, thus hampering the effectiveness of fire resiliency objectives. Stimulation of biofuel and other wood product infrastructure is an imperative part of creating a viable fire resiliency business model for the state.



Another action imperative to promoting more widespread fire resiliency is adapting state funding mechanisms to accomplish work at the local level. The Plan recognizes the importance of ecological, economic, and social linkages in creating a fire resilient forest resource culture.  To realize the work force necessary to accomplish largescale fuels removal, funding must be provided within local contractors’ billing cycles. Few contractors can afford to wait for quarterly payments, which are common for state funding. Channeling state funds through regional entities can provide cash-flow resiliency to help manage payment cycles, an important step to realize the business model necessary to achieve the goals of increased pace and scale for fire resiliency projects.



In conclusion, ACWA supports the Governor’s January 8, 2021 budget proposal regarding wildfire funding and urges the Administration and Legislature to work together to ensure funding flows to local communities that can put monies to effective and efficient use in projects on the ground. ACWA applauds the efforts of the Newsom Administration to actively address the accelerating crisis posed by catastrophic, high severity forest fires with a changing climate. ACWA is committed to continuing as a partner in creating a culture of fire resilience for California.



Thank you for your consideration of these suggestions. If you have questions or would like to discuss these issues, please contact me at davee@acwa.com or Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations at cindyt@acwa.com.



Sincerely,



Dave Eggerton 



cc:  Ms. Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations, ACWA

       Ms. Julia Hall, Senior Legislative Advocate, ACWA
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