Watershed & Regional Collaboration Committee
(Directors Farrington and Peters)
Special Meeting
April 9, 2021
10:00 a.m.
12800 Ridge Rd, Sutter Creek CA 95685
Public Notice:

Members of the public will have the opportunity to directly address the Committee
on any item listed on the Agenda below before or during consideration of that item.

Members of the public may participate in the meeting by using the dial in information below:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us05web.zoom.us/j/86267725267
Meeting ID: 862 6772 5267
One tap mobile
+16699006833,,86267725267# US (San Jose)
+14086380968,,86267725267# US (San Jose)
Dial by your location
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
833 548 0282 US Toll-free
877 853 5247 US Toll-free
Meeting ID: 862 6772 5267
Find your local number: https://us05web.zoom.us/u/lzBHARaJ2
1. CALL TO ORDER
2. AGENCY GOALS FOR PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL COLLABORATIONS – Review listed
organizations in which the Agency formally participates and discuss the Agency’s goals with
regard to such participation. Discuss and provide direction regarding Committee process to
address other collaborations and organizations.
a. Groundwater
(1) AWA Goals
(2) Role within ACGMA and Cosumnes GSP
b. Headwaters and Watershed
(1) AWA Goals
(2) UMRWA
1. UMRWA Forest Resilience Bond analysis
2. UMRWA Landscape Conservation shared vision and grant requests

3. GROWTH PROJECTION – Discuss AWA’s vision for a common methodology for growth
projection for agencies in Amador County and an initial process to move in that direction.
4. OTHER COMMITTEE INFORMATION REQUESTS
5. ADJOURNMENT
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a disabled person and you need a disabilityrelated modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting, then please contact Karen Gish at (209)
257-5234. Requests must be made as early as possible, and at least two-full business days before the start of the
meeting.

W&RC Committee Meeting: April 9, 2021

AGENDA ITEM 2

STAFF REPORT: AGENCY GOALS FOR PARTICIPATION IN
REGIONAL COLLABORATIONS
Requested Action:
Review and discuss AWA goals related to groundwater management and headwaters and
watershed protection. Provide staff direction on committee process for further review and for
addressing other organizations and collaborations in which AWA participates.
Background:
AWA participates formally or informally in a number of organizations, including joint powers
agencies, regional multi-agency groups, and industry organizations. The more formalized
groups have AWA representatives appointed by the Board as part of the committee
assignments process each year, and most recently completed this past January.
A function identified for the Watershed & Regional Collaboration Committee when it was created
in January was to review and identify AWA goals for participation in these efforts. Committee
discussion could result in guidance to staff or recommendations to the Board for specific
decisions. This Committee input will be useful for the Board and staff in prioritizing work effort,
planning for the appropriate level of engagement, and making accurate provision in the Agency
budget for these efforts. As background, part of the AWA Strategic Plan bearing on goals for
regional collaboration is attached.
The Board agreed, when creating the Committee, that this review of goals was different from
identifying the goals of the collaborative organizations themselves, and was focused on
identifying AWA’s goals for its participation.
Process:
Staff recommends that the Committee start this process with a look at groundwater management and
headwaters and watershed protection – particularly the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority
(UMRWA). These two collaborations involve formal joint powers agreements, each of which includes
the appointment of two directors to the governing board of a separate legal entity. Both processes
involve decisions that are coming up in the near future.
a. Groundwater. AWA’s water supply is only about 2% from groundwater. However, the
Agency’s productions wells are hydrologically connected to a larger groundwater basin that is
overdrafted. With the passage of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act in 2014, all
producers within basins have been required to evaluate the sustainability of the use of the basin and
develop and implement plans to ensure sustainability. Throughout the state, and especially in the
Central Valley, this has forced producers to address serious challenges of either reducing use (e.g.
fallowing agricultural land) or finding additional supply to serve demands or recharge water basins.

SGMA’s mandates require producers like AWA to decide whether to meet the Act’s requirements on
their own or to join in basin-wide collaborations. AWA has decided to participate in regional efforts at
two scales. First, AWA joined with Amador County and JVID to form the Amador County
Groundwater Management Authority. (Joint Powers Agreement attached) This JPA is an
independent entity governed by a six-member board with each member agency appointing two
members of its governing board. Each member also appoints its executive director or other designee
as an alternate. (AWA has appointed Rick Ferriera to that role.) The JPA agrees that the County
and AWA will equally divide at least 95% of the JPA’s costs, with JVID being responsible for not more
than 5% of the costs, unless JVID specifically agrees otherwise. So far, the JPA’s costs have not
been large, but soon additional costs may result from implementation projects or from the cost of
participating in the larger Cosumnes Basin groundwater effort.
The larger effort has been functioning less formally for several years, during which a consultant has
collected physical data and developed a groundwater model to aid the working group in
understanding the basin and how the various producers affect it. The group has agreed that Amador
County interests will be represented by ACGMA as one member. Two developments are now
unfolding. First, the consultant’s work is winding up, and the working group is starting to discuss what
actions will be required and how costs should be shared for those actions. There is currently active
discussion about special taxes, parcel fees, and the like. Second, the working group has started to
develop a joint powers agreement to create a legal entity responsible for management of the basin
and implementing the sustainability plan.
Important questions will need to be addressed soon about ACGMA’s potential financial commitment
to the larger Cosumnes program. The costs may also raise new questions about the existing costsharing agreement within ACGMA. The current ACGMA cost split may be more related to JVID’s
advocacy about its inability to pay than to how much groundwater is actually produced by the three
ACGMA member agencies. If costs become more significant, the cost-sharing understanding
becomes more important. Moreover, how AWA proceeds must reflect broader considerations of its
relationships with JVID and the County.
b. Headwaters Protection and UMRWA. UMRWA is a separate legal entity created by a
joint powers agreement with numerous public agency members. (Joint Powers Agreement
attached.) As the vast preponderance of AWA’s water supply comes directly from the Mokelumne
River, the Agency naturally has an interest in activities and programs that will protect the quality and
quantity of that supply. Such actions include the protections of the headwaters from pollution or
erosion, the management of ecological resources in a way that will help avoid harsher regulatory
effects on diversions, and land management practices that can reduce the water supply and water
quality impacts of wildfire.
For legal reasons, it is important that AWA have clear goals related to its water supply function for its
participation and investment in UMRWA. Many headwaters protection activities have multiple
benefits, and UMRWA provides an excellent opportunity for other interests to share in the costs of
implementing programs that serve their diverse goals while also meeting AWA goals. But it is
important to maintain clear Agency goals within that mix for purposes of transparency, as well as
effective advocacy.
UMRWA, along with other watershed-focused efforts in the Mokelumne River, has been led largely
by EBMUD, which has greater resources than AWA for such efforts. EBMUD shares AWA’s water
supply, water quality, and regulatory goals for the most part, and at a larger scale. The relationship is
appropriately collaborative. But the governing bodies of the various members of UMRWA may well
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differ in political philosophy or priorities. Of course, when a director at UMRWA acts in that capacity,
he or she is supposed to act in the best interest of UMRWA. But it is worth periodically evaluating
AWA’s goals so that AWA representatives on UMRWA’s board bring that clear understanding with
them to the UMRWA governance process.
There are important decisions coming to the UMRWA board soon about analyzing the possibility of
pursuing a Forest Resources Bond, and about implementing a shared vision for Landscape
Conservation. (Master Agreement with USFS attached.) The Committee should consider whether
these decisions should be topics of AWA Board discussion, and if so, whether there are Committee
recommendations.
UMRWA is one of a number of regional groups working on stewardship issues in areas that include
the Upper Mokelumne River. Staff recommends the Committee focus first on UMRWA, and have a
more focused look at the other groups at a future meeting. This will allow the Committee and staff to
walk through the discussion process so that we can be correctly prepared for the follow on
discussions and provide relevant background information.
UMRWA has been active in applying for, receiving, and sometimes passing through, grant funds,
including funds from the State for implementation of IRWM. The Committee should consider how,
going forward, AWA should balance its support for using IRWM grant funds or other state grants for
headwaters protection activities, as opposed to other potentially grant funded activities, such as water
and wastewater infrastructure projects.
Moving Ahead with Further Review. Once the Committee has discussed these two areas of
regional collaboration, the Committee should provide guidance related to further Committee review of
the other regional efforts in which the Agency is participating, including the kind of background
information the Committee desires, and the timeframe for completing its review.
Prepared by:

Larry McKenney, General Manager
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STRATEGIC PLAN 2018-2023

Mission Statement
To enhance the quality of life in Amador
County by providing safe, reliable water,
wastewater, conservation and reclamation
services.
Adopted 03/09/18

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Vision Statement
To ensure responsible long term management
of water resources and systems to meet Amador
County needs and maintain financial stability.
Adopted 02/12/18
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Customer
Service
Leadership
STRATEGIC
PLAN

Infrastructure

Fiscally
Responsible

Employees

LEADERSHIP
Expand communication and outreach activities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue to distribute quarterly newsletters
Quarterly develop and review key messages on relevant Agency activities to be used in public
communications.
Continue to enhance the Agency website and use of social media
Schedule outreach meetings as needed for all associated Agency committees
Encourage employee involvement in community organizations and activities that promote a
positive Water Agency image.
County-wide peer support through cooperative agreements, contract services, and
communication.

Information Technology
•
•
•

Best use of current and proven technology to ensure efficient reliable and fiscally responsible
service
Annual review of hardware and software needs
Consider the use of technology in the field to improve efficiencies and safety for staff

Advocate watershed protection:
•
•
•
•
•

Participate in the Mokelumne River Ecological Resource Committee (ERC) meetings and seek
to establish membership for the Agency.
Update of the Agency’s Water Conservation Plan
Encourage and submit projects as part of the MAC IRWM plan that enhance water quality and
supply while protecting or improving the watershed and provide environmental stewardship.
Support healthy forest management to resist wildfire and enhance water quality and supply
Encourage the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority (UMRWA) to continue and
expand activities that protect or improve the watershed while meeting the goals and objectives
of UMRWA.

Actively participate in professional organizations and legislative activities:
•

•

•

Participate in ACWA, MCWRA, CSDA,CAMRA,UMWRA,CSMFO,CALPERS,
ACWA- JPIA or other organizations to actively engage in topics that are relevant to Water
Agency business including but not limited to legislation, new technologies, emerging trends
and regulations, finance, personnel, and customer relations.
Utilize the services of lobbyists as needed to assist the Water Agency to pursue, support,
amend, or oppose legislation relative to Water Agency business and maintain relationships
with legislators and their staffs.
Participate in legislator education programs, and other activities that promote the Water
Agency and its mission.

SECOND AMENDED
JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT
AMENDING THE AGREEMENT CREATING THE
UPPER MOKELUMNE RIVER WATERSHED AUTHORITY

By and Among

ALPINE COUNTY
and
ALPINE COUNTY WATER AGENCY
and
AMADOR COUNTY
and
AMADOR WATER AGENCY
and
CALAVERAS COUNTY
and
CALAVERAS COUNTY WATER DISTRICT
and
CALAVERAS PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT
and
EAST BAY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT
and
JACKSON VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Dated as of June 6, 2008
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SECOND AMENDED JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT AMENDING THE
AGREEMENT CREATING THE UPPER MOKELUMNE RIVER WATERSHED
AUTHORITY
This SECOND AMENDED JOINT EXERCISE OF POWERS AGREEMENT (this
“Agreement”), dated as of June 6, 2008, amends and supersedes the First Amended Joint Exercise of
Powers Agreement Amending the Agreement Creating the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed
Authority dated April 22, 2005, and, as amended hereby, continues the existence, work and operations
of the Authority. The Agreement is entered into by and among the following public entities:
Alpine County, a political subdivision of the State of California (“Alpine County”;
Alpine County Water Agency, a water agency formed pursuant to a special act of the
California Legislature (“ACWA”);
Amador County, a political subdivision of the State of California (“Amador County”);
Amador Water Agency, a water agency formed pursuant to a special act of the California
Legislature (“AWA”);
Calaveras County, a political subdivision of the State of California (“Calaveras County”);
Calaveras County Water District, a California water district (“CCWD”);
Calaveras Public Utility District, a California public utility district (“CPUD”);
and

East Bay Municipal Utility District, a California municipal utility district (“EBMUD”);
Jackson Valley Irrigation District, a California irrigation district (“JVID”).

Hereinafter said public entities are collectively referred to as “Member Entities” or
individually as a “Member Entity.”
WITNESSETH:
WHEREAS, each of the Member Entities is a California public entity having the power to
plan for, expend funds for, construct, operate, and take all other necessary actions in favor of water
and watershed projects benefiting the inhabitants and customers of the respective Member Entities;
and
WHEREAS, each Member Entity is vitally interested in securing dependable and affordable
sources of water for its inhabitants and protecting the quality of water provided thereto as well as the
environment of the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed from which the Mokelumne River emanates
and each Member Entity has statutory authority to, inter alia, plan for, acquire, construct, operate and
maintain reservoirs, plants and works for the purpose of conserving, storing, selling and distributing
water and desires to exercise such authority in common with other Member Entities; and
WHEREAS, presently, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (“PG&E”) owns and operates on the
Upper Mokelumne River a series of dams, reservoirs, tunnels, and facilities for the generation of
hydropower licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission pursuant to the Federal Power Act as
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amended (16 U.S.C. 791a et seq.) as Project No. 137, which project is also known as the “Mokelumne
River Project” (“Project 137”); and
WHEREAS, the Member Entities believe that stewardship of the Upper Mokelumne River
Watershed by such a joint exercise of powers authority with broadened objectives, including enhancement
of all of the following: (i) watershed environmental values, (ii) water quality protection, (iii) recreation
activities, and (iv) additional domestic water supply for all Member Entities, would serve the greatest
good; and
WHEREAS, the Member Entities desire by means of this Agreement to amend the agreement
establishing such a joint exercise of powers authority and to provide for the general direction of the
policies of such joint exercise of powers authority;
NOW, THEREFOR, in consideration of the mutual promises, covenants, conditions, and benefits
hereinafter set forth, it is agreed by and among the Member Entities hereto as follows:

ARTICLE I
DEFINITIONS
Unless the context otherwise requires, the terms defined in this Article I and initially capitalized in
the text shall for all purposes of this Agreement have the following meanings:
Act
The term “Act” means Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code of the State and
all laws amendatory thereof or supplemental thereto.
Agreement
The term “Agreement” means this joint exercise of powers agreement, as it may from time to time
be amended.
Alpine Entities
The term “Alpine Entities” means, collectively, Alpine County and Alpine County Water Agency.

Amador Entities
The term “Amador Entities” means, collectively, Amador County, AWA and JVID.
Associate Member
The term “Associate Member” means interested entities hereinafter admitted to the Authority
as an Associate Member pursuant to Section 3.2 hereof.
Authority
The term “Authority” means the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority created by the
prior agreement dated August 15, 2000, as amended by the First Amended Joint Exercise of Powers
Agreement dated as of April 22, 2005 and this Agreement.
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Board
The term “Board” or “Board of Directors” means the governing body of the Authority.
Calaveras Entities
The term “Calaveras Entities” means, collectively, Calaveras County, CCWD and CPUD.
Director
The term “Director” means a member of the Board of Directors.
Member Entity; Member Entities
The term “Member Entity” means a party to this Agreement. The term “Member Entities”
means all of the parties to this Agreement.
Project 137
The term “Project 137” means the series of dams, reservoirs, tunnels and facilities on the
Upper Mokelumne River for the generation of hydropower licensed by FERC as Project 137, together
with all property, facilities and interests appurtenant thereto.
State
The term “State” means the State of California.
Upper Mokelumne River Watershed
“Upper Mokelumne River Watershed” means the watershed located on the Mokelumne River
east of Pardee Reservoir, as more fully described in the map set forth as Appendix A hereto.
Watershed Project and Water Supply Project
The terms “Watershed Project” and “Water Supply Project” mean a program of activities or a
capital project or any interest therein undertaken by the Authority in the furtherance of its purpose as
set forth in Article II hereof and all rights, properties and improvements necessary therefore,
including, but not limited to, the programs or projects such as those listed in Appendix B hereto;
provided that no such program or project shall be inconsistent with the terms of Section 11.1 (b)
hereof.
ARTICLE II
PURPOSE

Section 2.1
General Purpose and Goal. This Agreement is made pursuant to the provisions
of the Act relating to the joint exercise of powers common to public agencies. Each of the Member
Entities possesses the common power referred to in the recitals hereof. This Agreement and the
Authority established hereby shall have as goals the enhancement of Mokelumne River water supply
and the protecting of water quality and the environment.
Section 2.2
Specific Purposes. This Agreement is entered into in order to exercise such
common power, and the additional powers granted to the Authority under the Act, or under any other
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applicable law, for the purpose of effectuating the acquisition, operation and maintenance of any
Watershed Projects and/or Water Supply Projects undertaken pursuant hereto. Such purpose will be
accomplished and the powers exercised in the manner herein set forth.
Section 2.3
Additional Purposes. The Members also desire that the Authority provide
services to the Members related to water and other utility-related matters such as technical and safety
training, mutual aid, water project partnering, and legislative advocacy.
ARTICLE III
MEMBER ENTITY INTERESTS, OPERATIONAL PRIORITIES
Section 3.1
Member Entity Interests. As signatories to the Agreement, the Member Entities
expressly recognize there are both mutual and discrete Member Entity interests in the Mokelumne
River and Upper Mokelumne River Watershed. The interests of the Member Entities are:
(a) Alpine Entities’ interests are the protection of the Watershed in Alpine County,
maintenance and enhancement of recreational uses and facilities, and construction of new facilities for
increased storage on the Mokelumne, thus increasing the availability of water from the Stanislaus for
consumptive uses in the Bear Valley area.
(b) Amador Entities’ interests are additional consumptive water supply (10,000 afa safe yield)
through, including, but not limited to, constructing new facilities, honoring existing water supply,
storage and transmission agreements and other obligations, and obtaining revenues to be derived from
said facilities, and working with PG&E to reach agreement that would benefit the Amador Entities
and PG&E based on the improvement or enlargement of Project 137 facilities.
(c) Calaveras Entities’ interests are additional consumptive water supply, recognition of the
27,000 afa water supply reservation, potential opportunities to use said 27,000 acre-feet, through,
including, but not limited to, constructing new facilities, obtaining revenues to be derived from said
facilities, and working with PG&E to reach agreement that would benefit the Calaveras Entities and
PG&E based on the improvement or enlargement of Project 137 facilities.
(d) EBMUD’s interests are ensuring project operations do not adversely affect water quality
for its customers, honoring existing water supply entitlements and obligations, the opportunity to
participate with Member Entities on enhanced water supply projects, obtain potential revenues to pay
costs for watershed management programs and projects that enhance the quality of its source waters,
and work with PG&E to reach agreement that would benefit EBMUD and PG&E.
Section 3.2
Associate Members. By separate agreement with the Authority, upon approval
of the Board, the Authority may enter into an associate member agreement with interested entities with
a significant stake in the Watershed. The Associate Members are not parties to this Agreement and
shall not be entitled to representation on the Board; they shall, however, be entitled to receive advance
notice of and attend all regular and special meetings of the Board, and shall be entitled to serve on any
committee established pursuant to Section 5 .5(b) hereof.
Section 3.3
Member Entity Projects. The Member Entities agree that while the Authority
exists and this Agreement is in effect, the Member Entities may separately or in combination with
other Member Entities or any other person, firm or agency, take action to secure additional water from
the Mokelumne River, for their separate interests, or undertake such other projects or programs or
activities for their separate interests. The Authority and the other Member Entities, and each of them,

4

shall have all of the rights inuring to them to oppose any such action or other projects or programs or
other activities by the Member Entity or Member Entities; provided, however, that no provision of this
Agreement shall act as a prohibition on a Member Entity’s or Member Entities’ taking of any such
action or undertaking with respect to such other projects or programs or activities. The Authority
hereby acknowledges that Member Entities may, independent of the Authority, take such actions or
undertake such projects or programs or other activities. Any Member Entity taking such action or
undertaking any such project, program or other activity shall be responsible for all costs associated
with any such action or project, program or other activity. Each of the Member Entities hereby agrees
to provide to the Authority and to all other Member Entities, upon commencement or initiation of any
such action or project, program or other activity which could impact the Authority, notice of any such
action or project, program or other activity.
Section 3.4
Watershed Projects and Water Supply Projects. Watershed Projects and Water
Supply Projects include but are not limited to those listed in Appendix B hereto.
ARTICLE IV
TERM
This Agreement shall become effective as of the date hereof and shall continue in full force and
effect until terminated by the Member Entities, but may not be terminated until such time as all bonds or
other evidences of indebtedness of the Authority, and the interest thereon, shall have been paid in full or
defeased in accordance with the documents related to their Issuance.

ARTICLE V
THE AUTHORITY
Section 5.l
Creation of Authority. There is created pursuant to the Act an agency and public
entity known as the “Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority.” As authorized by the Act, the
Authority is a public entity separate from the Member Entities and is responsible for the administration of
this Agreement. The debts, liabilities and obligations of the Authority shall not constitute debts, liabilities
or obligations of the Member Entities, unless assumed in a particular case by resolution or other action of
the governing body of the Member Entity to be charged.
Within thirty (30) days after the effective date of this Agreement, or any amendment hereto, the
Authority will cause a notice to be prepared and filed with the office of the Secretary of State in the
manner set forth in Section 6503.5 of the Act. Within seventy (70) days after the effective date of this
Agreement, and within ten (10) days after any change of facts required to be stated pursuant to California
Government Code Section 53051 (b), the Authority shall cause a notice to be prepared and filed with the
Secretary of State, and with the County Clerk of each county in which the Authority maintains an office, in
the manner set forth in California Government Code Section 53051.
Section 5.2
Governing Board. The Authority shall be administered by a Board of Directors,
which shall consist of eight (8) Directors, each serving in his or her individual capacity as a Director of the
Board. One Director shall be appointed by and designated in writing from time to time by the governing
bodies of each of the Member Entities; provided, however, that the Alpine Entities shall together appoint
one (1) Director. Each Member Entity may also appoint, in the same manner, one or more alternate
Directors, who may act in place of its Director in the Director’s absence.
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Each Director (and his or her alternate) shall serve at the pleasure of the governing body by whom
such Director (or his or her alternate) was appointed.
No Director shall receive any compensation from the Authority for serving as such, but shall be
entitled to reimbursement for any expenses actually incurred in connection with serving as a Director if the
Board determines that such expenses shall be reimbursed and there are unencumbered funds available for
such purpose.

Section 5.3

Meetings of the Board.

(a) Regular Meetings. The Board shall provide for its regular meetings; provided, however, it
shall hold at least one regular meeting each calendar quarter. The date, hour and place of the holding
of the regular meetings shall be fixed by resolution of the Board, but in any event shall be held at a
location within the territory of any of the Member Entities. Special meetings of the Board may be
called in accordance with the provisions of California Government Code Section 54956 and may be
held anywhere within the territory of any of the Member Entities. Notwithstanding the foregoing, it is
the expressed intention of the Authority that the principal meeting place of the Board shall be within
the Upper Mokelumne River Watershed or at Pardee Center.
(b) Brown Act. All meetings of the Board shall be called, noticed, held and conducted subject
to the provisions of the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the
Government Code of the State [Sections 54950-54961]) or any successor legislation.
(c) Minutes. The Secretary of the Authority shall cause minutes of all meetings of the Board to
be kept and shall, as soon as possible after each meeting, cause a copy of the minutes to be forwarded
to each Director and to each of the Member Entities and to each Associate Member.
(d) Quorum. Five (5) Directors shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business,
except that less than a quorum may adjourn a meeting.
(e) Voting. At regular or special meetings of the Board, an affirmative vote of five (5)
Directors shall be required for action. Each Director’s vote shall count equally.
(f) Bylaws. The Board may adopt such bylaws relating to procedural matters of the Board and
the Authority as are necessary for the purposes hereof.
Section 5.4

Officers; Duties; Bonds.

(a) The officers of the Authority shall be the Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Board,
and the Secretary, Treasurer and Controller. The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the Board shall
be selected by the Board. The Secretary of EBMUD is designated Secretary. Unless otherwise
provided by resolution of the Board, the Chairperson shall sign all contracts on behalf of the
Authority, and the Secretary shall countersign all such contracts.
(b) The Treasurer of EBMUD is designated as Treasurer of the Authority and, as such, shall
have the powers, duties and responsibilities specified in Section 6505.5 of the Act. Subject to the
applicable provisions of any trust agreement, indenture or resolution providing for a trustee or other
fiscal agent, the Treasurer is designated as the depositary of the Authority to have custody of all the
money of the Authority, from whatever source, and shall be responsible for the investment of funds of
the Authority.
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The Treasurer of the Authority is designated as the public officer or person who has charge of,
handles, or has access to any property of the Authority, and such officer shall, in accordance with
Section 6505.1 of the Act, file an official bond in the amount required by EBMUD for the official
bond of the Treasurer of EBMUD; provided that such bond shall not be required if the Authority does
not possess or own property or funds with an aggregate value of greater than $500.00.
(c) The officer charged with the functions of the Director of Finance for EBMUD is
designated as Controller of the Authority, and, as such, shall have the powers, duties and
responsibilities specified in Sections 6505 and 6505.5 of the Act. The Controller shall draw checks to
pay demands against the Authority when the demands have been approved by the Authority.
(d) An attorney shall be designated by the Board as the Attorney for the Authority. The
Attorney for the Authority, or the designated deputy for such Attorney, shall attend all meetings of the
Board, but the Attorney’s absence shall not affect the validity of any meeting.
(e) Charges of any Member Entity to be made against the Authority for the services of the
Secretary, Treasurer, Controller and Attorney of the Authority shall be subject to the approval of the
Board, which approval shall be obtained before the services are provided.
(f) The Board shall have the power to appoint such other officers and employees as it may
deem necessary and to retain independent counsel, consultants and accountants.
(g) All of the privileges and immunities from liability, exemptions from laws, ordinances and
rules, all pension, relief, disability, worker’s compensation and other benefits which apply to the
activities of officers, agents or employees of the Member Entities when performing their respective
functions within the territorial limits’ of their respective Member Entities, shall apply to them to the
same degree and extent while engaged in the performance of any of their functions and duties
extraterritorially under the provisions of this Agreement.
(h) None of the officers, agents or employees directly employed by the Authority shall be
deemed, by reason of their employment by the Authority, to be employed by any Member Entity or,
by reason of their employment by the Authority, to be subject to any of the requirements of any
Member Entity.
(i) No Director, officer or employee of the Authority or any Member Entity shall be
individually or personally liable for any claims, losses, damages, costs, injury or liability of any kind,
nature or description arising from the actions of the Authority or the actions undertaken pursuant to
this Agreement, and the Authority shall defend such Directors, officers or employees against any such
claims, losses, damages, costs, injury and liability.
Section 5.5

Organization of Watershed Advisory Committee and Other Committees.

(a) The Board may establish a Watershed Advisory Committee to provide a forum for
interested persons and entities to provide input on Watershed matters to the Board. The membership
of the Watershed Advisory Committee shall be composed of representatives of watershed
environmental interests, watershed business/economic interests, watershed recreation interests, and
citizens-at-large. Public agencies that have responsibilities within the Upper Mokelumne River
Watershed shall be invited to serve as non-voting committee members. The Watershed Advisory
Committee shall be guided in its work by the Watershed Restoration Principles and Principles of
Watershed Community Involvement prepared by the Sierra Nevada Alliance/Regional Council of
Rural Counties attached as Appendix C hereto.
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(b) Other committees may from time to time be established as the Board shall find appropriate,
to be composed in the manner and number as deemed appropriate by the Board.
Section 5.6 Executive Officer. An Executive Officer shall be appointed by the Board
which Executive Officer shall serve at the pleasure of the Board. The Executive Officer shall be an exofficio member of all Committees.
ARTICLE VI
POWERS

Section 6.1
Powers. The Authority, for itself, or for the benefit of the Member Entities or
together with one or more Member Entities, shall have the power to acquire, construct, operate and
maintain any future Watershed Project, Water Supply Project or other project, subject to the conditions
and restrictions contained in this Agreement.
The Authority is authorized in its own name to do all acts necessary or convenient to the
exercise of said powers for said purposes, including but not limited to any or all of the following:
(a) To exercise jointly the common powers of its Member Entities in studying, planning and
implementing water and watershed projects benefiting the inhabitants and customers of the respective
Member Entities.
(b) To make and enter contracts.
(c) To contract for itself or for the benefit of a Member Entity or Member Entities for the
services of engineers, attorneys, planners, financial consultants or other agents, and separate and apart
therefrom, to employ such other persons, as it deems necessary.
(d) To acquire, construct, manage, maintain and operate any buildings, works, or
improvements.
(e) To acquire, hold, lease and dispose of property.
(f) To incur debts, liabilities, or obligations subject to limitations herein set forth.

(g) To sue and be sued in its own name.
(h) To receive gifts, contributions and donations of property, funds, services and other forms
of assistance from persons, firms, corporations and any governmental entity.
(i) To apply for an appropriate grant or grants and/or loan or loans under any federal, state or
local programs for assistance in developing any Watershed Project, Water Supply Project or other
projects.
(j) To enter into arrangements for the sale of water from any Watershed Project, Water Supply
Project or other projects.

(k) To obtain in its own name all necessary permits and licenses, opinions and rulings.
(1) To procure public liability and other insurance as it deems advisable to protect the Authority
and each of the parties hereto and to charge the costs thereof to the operating costs of the Authority.
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(m) Whenever necessary to facilitate the exercise of its powers, form and administer nonprofit
corporations to do any part of what the Authority could do, or to perform any proper corporate function,
and enter into agreements with such a corporation.
(n) To issue revenue bonds in accordance with the following laws:
(i)
Article 2, Chapter 5, Title 1, Division 7 of the California Government
Code, commencing with Section 6540.
(ii)
Chapter 6, Title 5, Division 2 of the California Government Code,
commencing with Section 54300.
(o) To use other financing acts, including, but not limited to, the Mello-Roos Community Facilities
District Act of 1982, the Municipal Improvement Act of 1913 and the Improvement Bond Act of 1915.
(p) To exercise any of the powers set forth in Section 6588 of Article 4 (Marks-Roos Local Bond
Pooling Act of 1985) of the Act.
Such powers shall be exercised subject only to such restrictions upon the manner of exercising
such powers as are imposed upon a municipal utility district in the exercise of its powers.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Authority shall have any additional powers conferred under the
Act, insofar as such additional powers may be necessary or desirable to accomplish the purposes of the
Authority as set forth herein.

ARTICLE VII
FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
Section 7.1

Accounts and Reports.

(a) There shall be a strict accountability of all Authority funds and report of all receipts and
disbursements in compliance with the Act. The Authority shall establish and maintain such funds and
accounts as may be required in good accounting practice. The books and records of the Authority shall be
open to inspection at all reasonable times by the Member Entities and the Associate Members and their
representatives. The Authority shall give an unaudited written report of all financial activities for each
fiscal year to each Member Entity within 150 days after the close of each fiscal year.
(b) So long as required by Section 6505 of the Act, the Controller of the Authority shall either
make, or contract with a certified public accountant or public accountant to make, an annual audit of the
accounts and records of the Authority. The minimum requirements of the audit shall be those prescribed
by the State Controller for special districts under Section 26909 of the Government Code of the State and
shall conform to generally accepted auditing standards. When such an audit of an account and records is
made by a certified public accountant or public accountant, a report thereof shall be filed as a public record
with each of the Member Entities, and, if required by Section 6505 of the Act, with the County
Auditor/Controller of the County of Alameda. Each such report shall be filed within 12 months of the end
of the fiscal year or fiscal years under examination.
Section 7.2
Fiscal Year. Unless and until changed by resolution of the Board, the fiscal year of
the Authority shall be the period from July 1 of each year through the following June 30.
Section 7.3

Budgets and Payments.
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(a) Budgets. At least thirty (30) days prior to the commencement of each fiscal year, Treasurer
shall prepare, for consideration by the Board for the ensuing fiscal year, a general budget for Authority
operations and administration, including capital expenditures. The budget presented to the Board for
consideration shall be presented to the Board in at least a two-step process providing for at least one
preliminary review by the Board prior to presentation for approval by the Board.
(b) Expenditures for the Approved Budget. No expenditures in excess of the total budgeted in any
such budget shall be made without the approval of the Board.
(c) Contributions; Payments and Advances, Use of Personnel; Equipment or Property; Exchange
of Services. It is hereby agreed that, subject to approval of the Board:
(i)
contributions from a Member Entity’s treasury may be made for the purposes set
forth in this Agreement; provided, however, that no Member Entity shall be required by the
Authority to contribute funds to or undertake liability on behalf of the Authority without the
consent of the Member Entity;
(ii)
payments of public funds of a Member Entity may be made to defray the cost of
such purposes;
(iii)

a Member Entity may make advances of public funds to the Authority;

(iv)
personnel, equipment or property of a Member Entity may be used in lieu of other
contributions or advances, however, the Member Entities must agree in advance upon the value to
be assigned the personnel, equipment, property or services, with respect to any said contributions or
advances; and

(v)
the Member Entities may exchange services without payment of any
consideration other than such services.
Section 7.4

Payments in Lieu of Property Taxes.

(a) In the event that the property of the Authority is not subject to the imposition of property
taxes pursuant to Article 13 Section 11 of the California Constitution because the property is located
within the boundaries of the Authority or a Member Entity, the Authority shall make annual payments
to Alpine County, Amador County and Calaveras County in lieu of property taxes for the Authority’s
property located in those respective counties. Said “in lieu” payments are intended to preclude the loss
to the counties of tax revenue which each county would have received had the property remained
owned by the transferor.
(b) The tax year in which the Authority acquires such property may be a partial tax year (the
“Base Year”). The Member Entities will determine from the County Assessors and the transferor the
amount of taxes paid or to be paid to each County by the transferor on the property to be acquired by
the Authority for the Base Year. The Member Entities shall agree on the amounts paid or to be paid to
the counties by the transferor for the Base Year. If the Base Year is less than a full tax year, and the
taxes paid or to be paid to each county by the transferor on the property to be acquired by the
Authority for such Base Year is less than the full tax year’s tax revenue which would have been
received by the counties from the transferor, the Authority shall make “in lieu” payments to the
counties in the amounts necessary to equal the tax revenue which would have been received by each
of the counties from the transferor in a full tax year. The sum of tax revenue from the transferor and
“in lieu” payments necessary to equal the full year’s tax revenue to the counties in the Base Year is
the “Base Year Revenue”.
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(c) In each tax year thereafter, the Authority shall make “in lieu” payments to each County in
an amount equal to the Base Year Revenue escalated by an amount equal to the Consumer Price Index
for San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Urban Wage Earners; provided that such escalation factor shall
in no event exceed three percent (3.0%).
(d) Improvements to property acquired by the Authority within the boundaries of the
Authority or a Member Entity which would, except, for their location, be taxable pursuant to said
Article 13 Section 11 shall be similarly subject to “in lieu” payments to the County where the
improvements or additional property is located based on their cash value when constructed or
acquired by the Authority.
ARTICLE VIII
BREACH

Section 8.1
Breach. If default shall be made by a Member Entity in any covenant contained
in this Agreement, such default shall not excuse any Member Entity from fulfilling its obligations
under this Agreement and all Member Entities shall continue to be liable for the performance of all
conditions herein contained.
Section 8.2
Resolution of Disputes. It is the intention of the Authority to establish an
alternative dispute resolution process when and as deemed appropriate by the Board.
ARTICLE IX
RELATIONSHIP OF AUTHORITY AND ITS MEMBER ENTITIES

Section 9.1
Separate Entity. The Authority shall be a public entity separate from the
individual Member Entities. The debts, liabilities and obligations of the Authority shall not be debts,
liabilities or obligations of the Member Entities, unless assumed in a particular case by resolution or
other action of the governing body of the Member Entity to be charged. All property, equipment,
supplies, funds and records of the Authority shall be owned by the Authority, except as otherwise
provided in this Agreement.
Section 9.2
Principal Office. The principal office of the Authority shall be that of the
General Manager of EBMUD, located at 375 11th Street, Oakland, California 94607. The Board may
change said principal office from one location to another provided that the principal office shall be
located within the territory comprising one of the Member Entities. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the
Authority shall at all times maintain at least one satellite office within the Upper Mokelumne River
Watershed or at Pardee Center.
Section 9.3
Additional Parties. Additional qualified public entities may join in this
Agreement and become Member Entities upon the unanimous consent of the existing Member Entities.
The terms and conditions allowing such joining shall be set forth in an amendment to this Agreement
signed by all of the existing Member Entities.
Section 9.4
Termination of a Member Entity’s Participation in the Authority. Any Member
Entity may withdraw from this Agreement by giving written notice of its election to do so, which
notice shall be given to the Board and to each of the other Member Entities; provided, however, that
any Member Entity so withdrawing shall waive, forfeit, and relinquish any claim or right to any funds
or other property, rights, or interests of the Authority; and provided, further, that withdrawal by a
Member Entity shall not terminate, or relieve the withdrawing Member Entity from, any express
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contractual duty to the Authority or to another Member Entity set forth in a written contract different
from this Agreement.
Section 9.5
Indemnification of Member Entities. The Authority shall, at Authority’s sole
cost and expense, indemnify, defend and save harmless the Member Entities, their governing board
members, officers, employees and agents, from all costs, expenses (including, without limitation,
attorneys’ fees and costs of suit), claims, actions, proceedings, obligations, liabilities, or damages to
persons or property or otherwise arising out of or in any way connected with the intentional or
negligent act or omission or breach of duty or obligation of the Authority, its officers, employees,
agents, Directors, contractors, subcontractors, or any officer, agent or employee thereof.
Section 9.6
Disposition of Assets. The Board is vested with all powers of the Authority for
the purpose of concluding and dissolving the business affairs of the Authority. Upon termination of
this Agreement, all property of the Authority, both real and personal, including any surplus funds of
the Authority, shall be divided equally among the Member Entities.
ARTICLE X
AMENDMENT OF AGREEMENT
This Agreement may be amended by a supplemental agreement executed by all parties hereto
at any time.
ARTICLE XI
MISCELLANEOUS

Section 11.1 Agreement Not Exclusive.
(a) This Agreement shall not be exclusive and shall not be deemed to amend or alter the terms
of other agreements between or among the Member Entities.
(b) EBMUD entered into an agreement with CCWD on November 26, 1958, and an agreement
with Amador County on August 22, 1958 (the “1958 Agreements”). It is understood and agreed that
no action taken pursuant to this Agreement shall be construed to violate the 1958 Agreements, which
remain in full force and effect. The Authority, through this Agreement, shall comply with the
obligations set forth in the 1958 Agreements and shall not exercise any of the rights set forth in said
1958 Agreements. Nothing herein shall be construed to constitute an assignment to the Authority of
any rights reserved to Amador County and to CCWD set forth in the 1958 Agreements.
Section 11.2 Conflict of Interest Code. The Authority shall, unless otherwise exempt, adopt a
Conflict of Interest Code.
Section 11.3 Severability. Should any part, term, or provision of this Agreement be decided by
the courts to be illegal or in conflict with any law of the State, or otherwise be rendered unenforceable
or ineffectual, the validity of the remaining parts, terms or provisions hereof shall not be affected
thereby.
Section 11.4 Successors; Assignment; No Third Party Beneficiaries. This Agreement shall be
binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the successors of the Member Entities. Except to the
extent expressly provided herein, no Member Entity may assign any right or obligation hereunder
without the consent of the other Member Entities. This Agreement is not intended to create rights or
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obligations for any third parties, except for Associate Members that execute an associate member
agreement with the Authority.
Section 11.5 Form of Approvals. Whenever an approval is required in this Agreement, unless
the context specifies otherwise, it shall be given, in the case of a Member Entity, by resolution duly
adopted by the legislative body of the Member Entity, and, in the case of the Authority, by resolution
duly adopted by the Board. Whenever in this Agreement any consent or approval is required, the same
shall not be unreasonably withheld.
Section 11.6 Notices. Any notice authorized or required to be given pursuant to this Agreement
shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been given: (i) if sent by mail, postage prepaid, on the
date that such mail is received, (ii) if delivered in person or by courier, on the date it is delivered, or
(iii) if sent by facsimile transmission, on the date that transmission is received by a responsible
employee of the recipient in legible form. Notices shall be sent to the following addresses or facsimile
numbers, or to such changed addresses or facsimile numbers as are communicated to the Authority and
the Member Entities in writing:
Alpine County/Alpine County Water Agency
Office of County Counsel
P. O. Box 248
Markleeville, CA 96120
Telephone Number: (530) 694-2281
Facsimile Number: (530) 694-2980
Amador County
County Administrative Officer
810 Court Street
Jackson, CA 95642
Telephone Number: (209) 223-6472
Facsimile Number: (209) 257-0619
Amador Water Agency
12800 Ridge Road
Sutter Creek, CA 95685
Telephone Number: (209) 257-5240
Facsimile Number: (209) 257-5281
Calaveras County
County Administrative Officer
891 Mountain Ranch Road
San Andreas, CA 95249-9709
Telephone Number: (209) 754-6370
Facsimile Number: (209) 754-6333
Calaveras County Water District
P.O. Box 846
San Andreas, CA 95249
Telephone Number: (209) 754-3543
Facsimile Number: (209) 754-1069
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Calaveras Public Utility District
P.O. Box 666
San Andreas, CA 95249
Telephone Number: (209) 794-9442
Facsimile Number: (209) 754-9432
East Bay Municipal Utility District
c/o Controller
P.O. Box 24055, M.S. 801
Oakland, CA 95623-1055
Telephone Number: (510) 287-0310
Facsimile Number: (510) 287-0293
Jackson Valley Irrigation District
6755 Lake Amador Drive
lone, CA 95640
Telephone Number: (209) 274-2037
Facsimile Number: (209) 274-6755
Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority
Authority Secretary
5883 East Camanche Parkway
Valley Springs, CA 95252
Telephone Number: (209) 772-8340
Facsimile Number: (209) 772-8264
Section 11.7 Counterpart or Duplicate Copies. This Agreement may be executed in one or
more counterpart or duplicate copies, each of which shall be deemed an original and all of which,
when taken together, constitute one and the same document. The signature of any party to any
counterpart shall be deemed a signature to, and may be appended to, any other counterpart.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year first above
written.
ALPINE COUNTY, a political subdivision of the
State of California

ALPINE COUNTY WATER AGENCY, a
California utility water agency

By: _______________________________

By: _______________________________

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________

(signatures continued on following page)
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AMADOR COUNTY, a political subdivision of
the State of California

AMADOR WATER AGENCY, a California
water agency

By: _______________________________

By: _______________________________

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________

CALAVERAS COUNTY, a political subdivision
of the State of California

CALAVERAS COUNTY WATER DISTRICT, a
California water district

By: _______________________________

By: _______________________________

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________
CALAVERAS PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT, a
California public utilities district

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________
EAST BAY MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT,
a California municipal utility district

By: _______________________________

By: _______________________________

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________

Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________

JACKSON VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT,
a California irrigation district

By: _______________________________
Name: ___________________
Title: ___________________
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APPENDIX A
UPPER MOKELUMNE RIVER WATERSHED MAP
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APPENDIX B
NON-EXCLUSIVE LIST OF POTENTIAL WATERSHED PROJECTS AND
WATER SUPPLY PROJECTS
Watershed and Water Supply Projects shall include, but not be limited to, projects or programs
such as the following:
Watershed Restoration







erosion control and prevention projects
removal of defunct diversion structures
remediation of point source pollution
repair or removal of substandard forest roads
habitat restoration for riparian-dependent wildlife species
culvert upgrades

Watershed Assessment






watershed management studies (silt reduction and erosion control)
water quality monitoring
landslide risk monitoring and mitigation
channel dynamics investigation-sediment transport and spawning
gravel relocation

Acquisition of Critical Watershed Lands



fee simple purchase
conservation easements

Public Education



watershed education programs
a water education center

Wildfire Management




fire hazard assessment and mitigation plan
ecologically sound fire prevention projects
creation of strategic fire breaks

Water Conservation Projects
Recreational Activities
Water Supply Projects



Integrated Conjunctive Use Project (IRCUP)
Raise Lower Bear Project

Regional Water Supply Planning
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APPENDIX C
WATERSHED RESTORATION PRINCIPLES AND
PRINCIPLES OF WATERSHED COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
PRINCIPLES OF WATERSHED RESTORATION
a) Restoration must be consistent with watershed level assessment, analysis and evaluation;
restoration includes protection of existing healthy conditions,
b) Restoration should assure the preservation of existing healthy conditions by removing
known threats and protecting from future threats,
c) Restoration must include eliminating continuing causes of watershed degradation,
d) Restoration should be staged, moving outward and downward generally from the top of
the watershed, from core healthy or restored areas; exceptions are limited to work designed
to link core healthy areas,
e) Restoration projects should be prioritized within each watershed for effectiveness on the
basis of maximum ecological benefit and on the benefits to sustainable local community
economics and/or revitalization,
f) Restoration and stewardship decisions should be based on explicit objectives and
benchmarks from an approved Watershed Restoration Strategic Plan,
g) Restoration that alters environments should give highest priority to project results that
use natural processes,
h) Progress of restoration must be effectively monitored, using explicit objectives and
benchmarks, in order to evaluate ongoing restoration and stewardship efforts,
i) Restoration plans and/or projects must not sacrifice one ecosystem for another,
j) Restoration must be accomplished consistent with existing applicable environmental laws.
PRINCIPLES OF WATERSHED COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
a) Watershed strategic, annual and project planning must be open, public and involve
communities in the watershed,
b) Community involvement must include a comprehensive and inclusive public education
component,
c) Watershed restoration and stewardship should reflect a strong component of sustainable
local economics and/or revitalization of local communities implementing projects,
d) Advisory and/or oversight committees must include members residing in the watershed,
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e) Watershed groups/JPAs administering restoration projects must deposit restoration funds
in institutions that actively invest in local communities and economic revitalization within
the Council’s jurisdiction,
f) Watershed groups must adopt restoration strategies, and plans of action, that enhance and
create local job and contracting opportunities,

g) Watershed policy, restoration and stewardship plans and projects must be consistent with
principles and standards established by this Act.
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MASTER
STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT
Between The
Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority
And the
USDA FOREST SERVICE, Eldorado and Stanislaus National Forests

This Master Stewardship Agreement is hereby made and entered into by and between the Upper
Mokelumne River Watershed Authority, hereinafter referred to as "UMRWA,'' and the USDA
Forest Service, Eldorado and Stanislaus National Forests, hereinafter referred to as the "Forest
Service," under the provisions of the Consolidated Appropriations Resolution, 2003, Public Law
l08-7, sec 323, amending Public Law 105-277, sec. 347 (Stewardship Authority).

Background: In 2003 Congress authorized the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land
Management to enter into stewardship contracts and agreements "to achieve land management
goals for the national forests that meet local and rural community needs." The primary focus of
this legislation is to achieve land management goals through stewardship projects awarded under
contracts or agreements. Unique to the legislation is the ability to exchange goods for services
that meet the land management objectives.
The area addressed in this Master Stewardship Agreement is known as the Cornerstone
Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Project area on the Amador Ranger District,
Eldorado National Forest and the Calaveras Ranger District, Stanislaus National Forest and lies
within the borders of the State of California. This area includes an un-estimated number of acres
to be treated during the term of this Master Stewardship Agreement.
The Mokelumne River Watershed is an important ecological, social, and economic resource
whose value extends from the crest of the Sierra Nevada to the San Francisco Bay Area. The
watershed produces high-quality water for agricultural, industrial and urban domestic use,
including more than 1.4 million East Bay Area residents. In addition, the watershed provides
habitat for several State and Federally listed threatened, endangered, sensitive and candidate
plant and animal species. Several thousand people live in the wildland urban intelface areas and
the area includes historic and active Miwok and Washoe cultural sites as well as world-class
recreation opportunities.
This forested mountain landscape has served as the region's socio-economic foundation for
hundreds of years. The native Miwok and Washoe people were stewards of this land as they
moved seasonally through the watershed and lived on its rich abundance of plants, fish, and
animals. The miners of the 1849 California Gold Rush displaced tons of ore in search of gold.
As the Gold Rush faded, cattle and sheep ranchers moved in to graze these forested slopes.
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Settlement expanded, fire was excluded from the landscape and the desire for merchantable
timber dominated forest management practices. Today, the forests of the Mokelumne Watershed
have become overgrown and less resilient to fire while the number, type and values of resources
at risk has grown. Many of the meadows have been encroached by conifers or dried out and no
longer store the amount of water they historically did. Overly dense forested stands use more
water that would otherwise flow downstream.
Many residents of the small communities of this watershed struggle with poverty since the nearcollapse of the local timber industry. Local residents have deep ties to the land. They include
Native American people who have called this area home for thousands of years, descendants of
early miners and ranchers, families who made their living in the forest for generations. After all
the various types of land management, these lands remain rich in forest products, clean water,
fish, wildlife and recreation opportunities. These plentiful resources provide abundant
opportunities for sustainable environments, communities, and economies.
From these roots, the Amador-Calaveras Consensus Group (ACCG) was formed in 2008.
ACCG is a community-based collaborative organization that works to create fire-safe
communities, healthy forests and watersheds, and sustainable local economies. It fosters
partnerships among private, nonprofit, local, state, and federal entities and local residents,
including native people, who have a common interest in the health and well being of forested
lands and communities in the Mokelumne, Calaveras, Stanislaus, and Cosumnes River
watersheds. With the intent of serving as a model for other areas of the Sierra Nevada, the group
is advancing a robust, community-based strategy leading to job creation, greater community
stability, industrial and commercial development, fire-safe forests and communities, and a
heightened degree of environmental stewardship. ACCG is a key stakeholder in the area to be
treated under this Master Stewardship Agreement.
The Upper Mokelumne River Watershed Authority (UMRWA) is a Joint Powers Authority
whose member agencies include Alpine, Amador, and Calaveras Counties and Amador Water
Agency, Calaveras County Water District, Calaveras Public Utility District, East Bay Municipal
Utility District, and Jackson Valley Irrigation District. Each member agency is is vitally
interested in securing dependable and affordable sources of water for its inhabitants and
protecting the quality of water provided them, as well as the environment of the Upper
Mokelumne River Watershed.
UMRWA's goals to enhance water supply and protect water quality and the environment are
fulfilled in a variety of ways. Serving as the regional water management group for the
Mokelumne-Amador-Calaveras Region, UMRW A has developed the MAC Plan, a state
approved integrated regional water management plan. UMRW A also supports the Youth
Watershed Stewardship Program, a public education program lead by Stewardship through
Education, an organization of teachers. Looking inter-regionally, UMRW A is working with the
Eastern San Joaquin Region on a Mokelumne watershed resource plan called MokeWISE to
address resource issues in both the Upper and Lower watersheds.

I. PURPOSE:
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The purpose of this Master Stewardship Agreement is to document the cooperative effort
between the parties for landscape restoration activities within the Amador and Calaveras Ranger
Districts in accordance with the following provisions and the hereby incorporated Template for
Stewardship Supplemental Project Agreement (SPA), attached as Exhibit A.

II. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:
The Forest Service is a land management agency dedicated to the wise use and management of
National Forest System (NFS) lands, including the responsibility for maintaining and improving
resource conditions.
UMRWA's objectives include enhancement of watershed environmental values, water quality
protection, increased water supply reliability, additional consumptive water supply and improved
recreational opportunities.
The stewardship projects developed under this Master Stewardship Agreement are for the
purpose of protecting, enhancing, and restoring the Mokelumne River Watershed and bringing
economic opportunities to the local area including, but not limited to: fire hazard mitigation by
removing and thinning for hazardous fuels treatments and timber stand improvement; vegetation
management to enhance habitat conditions through slashing, hand piling, and burning; meadow,
stream, and riparian area restoration and protection; water quantity and quality enhancement
including project elements to support scientific research of same; cultural site restoration and
protection; removal and utilization of forest byproducts; noxious weed control; road
maintenance, reconstruction, and/or removal; and improvement of recreational opportunities
(e.g. trails and campgrounds)
This Master Stewardship Agreement will provide an opportunity for the parties to seek funding
to expand partnership opportunities, and to garner new and additional support from partners,
including but not limited to the timber industry, Federal and non-Federal entities, tribal entities,
and UMRWA' s members and volunteers. Mission accomplishment for both parties will be
furthered by the restoration of natural resources across the landscape.
All projects conceived under this Master Stewardship Agreement will undergo a collaborative
process to determine specific habitat improvements. The collaborative process will ensure that
the benefits of undertaking restoration activities are mutually beneficial to UMRWA and the
Forest Service as well as being beneficial to a wide diversity of interests involved in
collaboration.
Both parties share an interest in improving the ecosystem condition and function of the
landscape. A healthy landscape provides a variety of benefits beyond the needs of a single
species, and therefore benefits both parties.

It is therefore mutually beneficial for the parties to work together to implement landscape
restoration and enhancement projects.
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In consideration of the above premises, the parties agree as follows:

III. THE PARTNER SHALL:
A. LEGAL AUTHORITY. UMRWA shall have the legal authority to enter into this Master
Stewardship Agreement, and the institutional, managerial, and financial capability to ensure
proper planning, management, and completion of the project, whkh includes funds sufficient
to pay the nonFederal share of project costs, when applicable.
B. In its discretion, explore opportunities for additioanl support from other parties for projects
associated with this Master Stewardship Agreement.

C. Coordinate with ACCG in the implementation of project work associated with this Master
Stewardship Agreement.
D. Coordinate with the Forest Service to develop Supplemental Project Agreements (SPAc;)
under this master agreement.
E. Provide qualified personnel or contractors to implement tasks identified in SPAs under this
master agreement.
F. Provide a Project Liaison who can act as UMRWA' s representative and main contact for the
Forest Service for project work conducted under this agreement. The Project Liaison should
have the ability to direct UMRWA's contractors to ensure that projects are completed to
Forest Service specifications, that projects are being completed in a safe manner and that
quality and quantity of work are acceptable.

IV. THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE SHALL:
A.

Have the Regional Forester or authorized designee approve all stewardship project
proposals.

B.

Complete all necessary National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requirements.

C.

Inform UMRWA of any changes in stewardship policy, law and regulations.

D.

Recognize UMRW A's contribution, in a manner acceptable to both parties, in news
releases, interpretive signs, photographs, or other media as appropriate.

E.

Coordinate with UMRWA to develop SPAs under this master agreement.

F.

Provide a Project Liaison who can act as the representative and main contact for the Forest
Service for all project work conducted under this agreement.
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G.

Coordinate design, layout, and preparation as required for projects occurring on National
Forest system lands including, but not limited to property boundary surveys and designating
treatment unit boundaries.

H.

Explore opportunities for additional support for projects associated with this master
agreement.

V. IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED AND UNDERSTOOD BY AND BETWEEN THE

PARTIES THAT:
A.

PRINCIPAL CONTACTS. Individuals listed below are authorized to act in their respective
areas for matters related to this Master Stewardship Agreement.
Principal U.S. Forest Service Contacts:

U.S. Forest Service Stewardship
U.S. Forest Service Grants & Agreements
Coordinator
Contact
Name: Andrei Rykoff, Regional Stewardship Name: Constance Zipperer, Grants Management
Specialist
Coordinator
Address: 1323 Club Drive
Address: 1323 Club Drive
City, State, Zip: Vallejo, CA 94592
City, State, Zip: Vallejo, CA 94592
Telephone: 707-562-8684
Telephone: 707-562-9120
FAX:
FAX:
Email: czipperer@fs.fed.us
Emai l: arykoff@fs.fed.us

Principal Partner Contacts:
Partner Stewardship Coordinator
Name: Rob Alcott, Executive Director
Address: P.O Box 383
City, State, Zip: Sea Ranch, CA95497
Telephone: 707-785- 1008
FAX: 707-785-1008
Email: robalcott @aol.com

B.

Partner Administrative Contact
Name: Lisa Stuart, Administrative Assistant
Address: 15083 Camanche Pkway, South
City, State, Zip: Valley Springs, CA 95252
Telephone: 209-772-8340
FAX: 209-772-8264
Email: lstuart@ebmud.com

t.SSURANCE REGARDING FELONY CONVICTION OR TAX DELINQUENT
~IATUS FOR CORPORATE ENTITIES. This agreement is subject to the provisions
contained in the Department of Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2012, P.L. No. 112-74, Division E, Section 433 and 434 regarding
corporate felony convictions and corporate Federal tax delinquencies. Accordingly, by
Page 5 of 17

(Rev. 12-1 3)

entering into this agreement UMRWA acknowledges that it: 1) does not have a tax
delinquency, meaning that it is not subject to any unpaid Federal tax liability that has been
assessed, for which all judicial and administrative remedies have been exhausted or have
lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely manner pursuant to an agreement with the
authority responsible for collecting the tax liability, and (2) has not been convicted (or had
an officer or agent acting on its behalf convicted) of a felony criminal violation under any
Federal law within 24 months preceding the agreement, unless a suspending and debarring
official of the United States Department of Agriculture has considered suspension or
debarment is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government. If UMRWA fails to
comply with these provisions, the Forest Service will annul this agreement and may recover
any funds UMRWA has expended in violation of sections 433 and 434.
C.

AVAILABILITY FOR CONSULTATION. Both parties will make themselves available at
mutually agreeable times, for continuing consultation to discuss the conditions covered by
this Master Stewardship Agreement and agree to actions essential to fulfill its purposes.

D.

ANNUAL MEETING. At a minimum, the parties will meet annually to discuss potential
stewardship projects and jointly review the active stewardship project proposal list.

E.

SUPPLEMENTAL PROJECT AGREEMENTS . Nothing in this Master Stewardship
Agreement obligates either party to offer or accept any project proposals under this Master
Stewardship Agreement. Any projects added to this Master Stewardship Agreement must
be by mutual consent of the parties through a specific SPA. At a minimum, an SPA must:
l. Include.language stating that the SPA will be made a part of this Master Stewardship
Agreement thereby subjecting it to the terms of this Master Stewardship Agreement.
2. Include a map and description of the project area, treatment activities and
corresponding treated acres, and other activities which may include other resource
related projects.
3. Specify a method of designating trees for removal.
4. Describe the desired end result of the project(s).
5. Specify the exchange of goods for services. The Forest Service may apply the value
of timber or other forest products removed as an offset against the cost of services
received by UMRW A.
6. Designate a Forest Service and UMRWA official to monitor their respective
responsibilities outlined in the SPA.
7. Include a Financial Plan to identify each parties contributions for projects identified
in the SPA.
8. Identify appropriate bonding requirements.
9. Include any necessary forest restrictions and closure dates to allow UMRWA to
implement and complete the project(s) within the specified timeframes.
10. Provide necessary direction to UMRWA to ensure compliance with appropriate laws
and regulations to fulfill the terms of the SPA.
II. Identify any reporting requirements.
12. Be reviewed and approved by a delegated timber contracting officer when forest
products will be disposed.
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13. Be reviewed and approved by a Forest Service Grants & Agreements Specialist.
14. Be mutually agreed to, in writing, by both parties and executed by the designated
Forest Supervisor.
F.

PERFORMANCE. The patties will perform in accordance with the approved SPAs.

G.

EXCHANGE OF GOODS FOR SERVICES. SPA(s) may be completed where Forest
Service goods are exchanged for UMRWA's services; Forest Service funds are exchanged
for UMRWA's services; or a combination thereof.

H.

TECHNICAL AND COST EVALUATION. Best approach determination is the evaluation
method used by the Forest Service to approve stewardship agreement technical proposals.
Such consideration shall primarily consider criteria other than cost. These non-price
criteria include, but are not limited to ;
The extent of mutual interest and benefit.
The advantages and effectiveness of mutual participation.
Joint expertise.
Past performance.
Technical approach
Factors relevant to cost such as volunteer participation, contribution from other
parties, cost sharing, etc.
7. Ability to utilize, educate and/or train a local workforce.
8. Benefits to the local community
9. Ability to complete work in a timely manner.
I 0. Experience in performing similar work.
11. Ability to conduct work in an environmentally sound manner.
l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

I.

METHODS OF APPRAISAL: The value of timber and other forest products shall be
determined using Forest Service standard guidelines, methods and techniques.

J.

NOTICES. Any communications affecting the operations covered by this agreement given
by the Forest Service or UMRWA is sufficient only if in writing and delivered in person,
mailed, or transmitted electronically by e-mail or fax, as follows:
To the Forest Service Program Manager, at the address specified in this Master
Stewardship Agreement.
To UMRWA, at UMRWA's address shown in this Master Stewardship Agreement or
such other address designated within this Master Stewardship Agreement.
Notices will be effective when delivered in accordance with this provision, or on the
effective date of the notice, whichever is later.

K.

PARTICIPATION_IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. This Master Stewardship Agreement in no
way restricts the Forest Service or UMRWA from participating in similar activities with
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other public or private agencies, organizations, and individuals.
L.

ENDORSEMENT. Any of UMRWA's contributions made under this Master Stewardship
Agreement do not by direct reference or implication convey Forest Service endorsement of
UMRWA's products or activities.

M.

USE OF FOREST SERVICE INSIGNIA. In order for UMRWA to use the Forest Service
insignia on any published media, such as a Web page, printed publication, or audiovisual
production, permission must be granted by the Forest Service's Office of Communications
(Washington Office). A written request will be submitted by Forest Service
Region/Station/Area to the Office of communication Assistant Director, Visual Information
and Publishing Services prior to use of the insignia. The Forest Service
Region/Station/Area will notify UMRW A when permission is granted.

N.

NON-FEDERAL STATUS FOR PARTNER PARTICIPANT LIABILITY. UMRWA
agree(s) that any of UMRWA's contractors and consultants shall not be deemed to be
Federal employees for any purposes including Chapter 171 of Title 28, United States Code
(Federal Tort Claims Act) and Chapter 81 of Title 5, United States Code (OWCP), and
UMRW A hereby willingly agree(s) to assume these responsibilities.
Further, UMRWA shall provide any necessary training to UMRWA's contractors and
consultants to ensure that such personnel are capable of perlorming tasks to be completed.
UMRW A shall also supervise and direct the work of its contractors and consultants
perlorming under this Master Stewardship Agreement.

0.

MEMBERS OF U.S. CONGRESS. Pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 22, no member of, or delegate
to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this Master Stewardship Agreement,
or benefits that may arise therefrom, either directly or indirectly.

P.

DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE.
1. UMRWA agree(s) that it will publish a drug-free workplace statement and provide a
copy to each contractor and consultant who will be engaged in the performance of
any project/program that receives Federal funding . The statement must
a. Tell the contractor and consultant that the unlawful manufacture, distribution,
dispensing, possession, or use of a controlled substance is prohibited in its
workplace;
b. Specify the actions UMRWA will take against contractor and consultant for
violating that prohibition; and
c. Let each contractor and consultant know that, as a condition of employment
under any award, the contractor and consultant:
(I) Shall abide by the terms of the statement, and
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(2) Shall notify you in writing if they are convicted for a violation of a
criminal drug statute occurring in the workplace, and must do so no more
than five calendar days after the conviction.
2. UMRWA agree(s) that it will establish an ongoing drug-free awareness program to
inform contractor and consultant about
a. The dangers of dmg abuse in the workplace;
b. The established policy of maintaining a drug-free workplace;
c. Any available drug counseling, rehabilitation and assistance programs; and
d. The penalties that you may impose upon them for drug abuse violations
occurring in the workplace.
3. Without the Program Manager's expressed written approval, the policy statement and
program must be in place as soon as possible, no later than the 30 days after the
effective date of this Master Stewardship, or the completion date of this Master
Stewardship Agreement, whichever occurs first.
4. UMRWA agree(s) to immediately notify the Program Manager if a contractor and
consultant is convicted of a drug violation in the workplace. The notification must be
in writing, identify the contractor and consultant position title, the SPA number of
each project which the contractor and consultant worked. The notification must be
sent to the Program Manager within ten calendar days after UMRWA learn(s) of the
conviction.
5. Within 30 calendar days of learning about a contractor and consultants conviction,
UMRW A shall either:
a. Take appropriate action against the contractor and consultant, up to and including
termination, consistent with the requirements of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
(29 USC 794), as amended, or
b. Require the contractor and consultant to participate satisfactorily in a drug abuse
assistance or rehabilitation program approved for these purposes by a Federal,
State or local health, law enforcement, or other appropriate agency.
Q.

NONDISCRIMINATION. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin,
age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or
a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative
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means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, and so
forth.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To
file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice)
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
R.

TRffiAL EMPLOYMENT RIGHTS ORDINANCE <TERO). The Forest Service
recognizes and honors the applicability of the Tribal laws and ordinances developed under
the authority of the Indian Self-Determination and Educational Assistance Act of 1975 (PL
93-638).

S.

ELIGIBLE WORKERS. UMRWA shall ensure that all contractor and consultant
complete the I-9 form to .certify that they are eligible for lawful employment under the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 USC 1324a). UMRWA shall comply with regulations
regarding certification and retention of the completed forms . These requirements also
apply to any contract or supplemental agreement awarded under this Master Stewardship
Agreement.

T.

STANDARDS FOR FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT.

1. Financial Reporting
UMRWA shall provide complete, accurate, and current financial disclosures of the
project or program in accordance with any financial reporting requirements, as set forth
in the financial provisions.

2. Accounting Records
UMRWA shall continuously maintain and update records identifying the source and
use of funds. The records shall contain information pettaining to the agreement,
authorizations, obligations, unobligated balances, assets, outlays, and income.

3. Internal Control
UMRWA shall maintain effective control over and accountability for all Forest Service
funds. UMRWA shall keep effective internal controls to ensure that all United States
Federal funds received are separately and properly allocated to the activities described
in the agreement and used solely for authorized purposes.

4. Source Documentation
UMRWA shall support all accounting records with source documentation. These
documentations include, but are not limited to, cancelled checks, paid bills, payrolls,
contract documents. These documents must be made available to the Forest Service
upon request.

5. Advance Payments
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When applicable, UMRW A shall establish and maintain specific procedures to
minimize the time elapsing between the advance of Federal funds and their subsequent
disbursement.
U.

OVERPAYMENT. Any funds paid to UMRWA in excess of the amount entitled under the
terms and conditions of this agreement constitute a debt to the Federal Government. The
following must also be considered as a debt or debts owed by the Cooperator to the Forest
Service:
l. Any interest or other investment income earned on advances of agreement funds; or
2. Any royalties or other special classes of program income which, under the provisions
of the agreement are required to be returned.
If this debt is not paid according to the terms of the bill for collection issued for the
overpayment, the Forest Service may reduce the debt by:
1. Making an aministrative offset against other requests for reimbursement.

2. Withholding advance payments otherwise due to
3. Taking other action permissed by statute (31 U.S.C. 3716 and 7 CFR, Part 3, Subpart
B).
Except as otherwise provided by law, the Forest Service may charge interest on an overdue
debt.
V.

AGREEMENT CLOSEOUT. UMRWA Within 90 days after expiration or notice of
termination the parties shall close out the award/agreement.
Any unobligated balance of cash advanced to the Recipient/Cooperator must be
immediately refunded to the Forest Service, including any interest earned in accordance
with 7CFR30l6.2112CFR 215.22.
Within a maximum of 90 days following the date of expiration or termination of this grant,
all financial performance and related reports required by the terms of the agreement must be
submitted to the Forest Service by the Recipient/Cooperator.
If this agreement is closed out without audit, the Forest Service reserves the right to
disallow and recover an appropriate amount after fully considering any recommended
disallowances resulting from an audit which may be conducted later.

W . RETENTION AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS FOR RECORDS. UMRWA shall retain
all records pertinent to this Master Stewardship Agreement for a period of no less than three
years from the expiration or termination date. As used in this provision, records include
books, documents, accounting procedures and practice, and other data, regardless of the
type or format. UMRW A shall provide access and the right to examine all records related
to this Master Stewardship Agreement to the Forest Service Inspector General, or
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Comptroller General or their authorized representative. The rights of access in this c;ection
must not be limisted to the required retention periond but must last as long as records are
kept.
If any litigation, claim, negotiation, audit, or other action involving the records has been
started before the end of the 3-year period, the records must be kept until all issues are
resolved, or until the end of the regular 3-year period, whichever is later.
Records for nonexpendable property acquired in whole or in part, with Federal funds
shall be retained for 3 years after its final disposition.
X.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT CFOIA). Public access to Master Stewardship
Agreement records must not be limited, except when such records must be kept confidential
and would have been exempted from disclosure pursuant to "Freedom of Information"
regulations (5 U.S.C. 552).
Public access to culturally sensitive data and information of Federally-recognized Tribes
may also be explicitly limited by P.L. 110-234, Title VIII Subtitle B §8106 (2008 Farm
Bi11).

Y.

TEXT MESSAGING WHILE DRIVING. In accordance with Executive Order (EO)
13513, "Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging While Driving," any and all text
messaging by Federal employees is banned: a) while driving a Government owned vehicle
(GOV) or driving a privately owned vehicle (POV) while on official Government business;
or b) using any electronic equipment supplied by the Government when driving any vehicle
at any time. All cooperators, their employees, volunteers, and contractors are encouraged to
adopt and enforce policies that ban text messaging when driving company owned, leased or
rented vehicles, POVs or GOVs when driving while on official Government business or
when performing any work for or on behalf of the Government.

Z.

PUBLIC NOTICES. It is Forest Service's policy to inform the public as fully as possible of
its programs and activitie<>. UMRW A is/are encouraged to give public notice of the receipt
of this award/Master Stewardship Agreement and, from time to time, to announce progress
and accomplishments.
UMRW A may call on Forest Service's Office of Communication for advice regarding
public notices. UMRWA is/are requested to provide copies of notices or announcements to
the Forest Service Program Manager and to Forest Service's Office Communications as far
in advance of release as possible.

AA. FUNDING EQUIPMENT. Federal funding under this Master Stewardship.Agreement are
not available for reimbursement of UMRW A's purchase of equipment. Equipment is
defined as having a fair market value of over $5,000 per unit and a useful life of over one
year.
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BB. PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS. Improvements placed on National Forest System land at
the direction or with approval of the Forest Service becomes property of the United States.
These improvements are be subject to the same regulations and administration of the Forest
Service as would other National Forest improvements of a similar nature. No part of this
Master Stewardship Agreement entitles UMRW A to any interest in the improvements,
other than the right to use and enjoy them under applicable Forest Service regulations.
CC. CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS . Any contract under this agreement must be awarded
following UMRWA 's established procedures, to ensure free and open competition, and
avoid any conflict of interest (or appearance of a conflict). UMRWA shall maintain cost
and price analysis documentation for potential Forest Service review. UMRWA is
encouraged to utHize small businesses, minority-owned firms and women's business
enterprises.
DD. GOVERNMENT-FURNISHED PROPERTY. UMRWA may only use Forest Service
property furnished under this Master Stewardship Agreement for performing tasks assigned
in this Master Stewardship Agreement. UMRWA shall not modify, cannibalize, or make
alterations to Forest Service property. A separate document, Form AD- 107, must be
completed to document the loan of Forest Service property. The Forest Service shall retain
title to all Forest Service-furnished property. Title to Forest Service property must not be
affected by its incorporation into or attachment to any property not owned by the Forest
Service, nor must the property become a fixture or Jose its identity as personal property by
being attached to any real property.

Partner Liability for Government Property.
I . Unless otherwise provided for in the Master Stewardship Agreement, UMRWA shall
not be liable for loss, damage, destruction, or theft to the Government property
furnished or acquired under this contract, except when any one of the following
applies- ·

a. The risk is covered by insurance or UMRWA is/are otherwise reimbursed (to the
extent of such insurance or reimbursement).
b. The loss, damage, destruction, or theft is the result of willful misconduct or lack
of good faith on the part of UMRWA's managerial personnel. UMRWA's
managerial personnel, in this clause, means UMRWA's directors, officers,
managers, superintendents, or equivalent representatives who have supervision
or direction of all or substantially all of UMRWA's business; all or substantially
all of UMRWA's operation at any one plant or separate location; or a separate
and complete major industrial operation.
2. UMRW A shall take all reasonable actions necessary to protect the Government
property from further loss, damage, destruction, or theft. UMRW A shall separate
the damaged and undamaged Government property, place all the affected
Government property in the best possible order, and take such other action as the
Property Administrator directs.
3. UMRWA shall do nothing to prejudice the Government's rights to recover against
third parties for any loss, damage, destruction, or theft of Government property.
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4 . Upon the request of the G&A Specialist, UMRW A shall, at the Government's
expense, furnish to the Government all reasonable assistance and cooperation,
including the prosecution of suit and the execution of Master Stewardship
Agreements of assignment in favor of the Government in obtaining recovery.
EE. PURCHASE OF ASSETS. Any assets (such as equipment, property, or improvements)
purchased by the Forest Service with Cooperator contributions must become the property of
the Forest Service.
FF. OFFSETS, CLAWS, AND RIGHTS. Any and all activities entered into or approved by
this Master Stewardship Agreement will create and support afforestation/ reforestation
efforts within the National Forest System without generating carbon credits. The Foresl
Service does not make claims of permanence or any guarantees of carbon sequestration on
land1> reforested or afforested through UMRWA's assistance. The Forest Service will
provide for long-term management of reforested and afforested lands, according to
applicable Federal statute regulations and forest plans.
GG. FOREST SERVICE ACKNOWLEDGED IN PUBLICATION AND AUDIOVISUALS.
UMRWA shall acknowledge Forest Service support in any publications, audiovisuals, and
electronic media developed as a result of this Master Stewardship Agreement.
HH. NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT- PRINTED, ELECTRONIC, OR
AUDIOVISUAL MATERIAL. UMRWA shall include the following statement, in full, in
any printed, audiovisual material, or electronic media for public distribution developed or
printed with any Federal funding.

"In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. (Not aU prohibited
bases apply to all programs.)
To file a complaint alleging discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington DC 20250-9410 or call toll free
voice (866) 632-9992, TDD (800)877-8339. or voice relay (866) 377-8642. USDA is
an equaJ opportunity provider and employer."
If the material is too small to permit the full statement to be included, the material shall,
at minimum, include the following statement, in print size no smaller than the text:

"This institution is an equal opportunity provider. "
II.

REMEDIES FOR COMPLIANCE RELATED ISSUES. If UMRWA materially fail(s) to
comply with any term of the Master Stewardship Agreement, whether stated in a Federal
statute or regulation, an assurance, the Master Stewardship Agreement, the Forest Service
may take one or more of the following actions :
l. Temporarily withhold cash payments pending correction of the deficiency by
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UMRWA or more severe enforcement action by the Forest Service;
2. Disallow (that is, deny both use of funds and matching credit for) all or part of the
cost of the activity or action not in compliance;
3. Wholly or partly suspend or terminate the current Master Stewardship Agreement for
UMRWA's program;
4 . Withhold further awards for the program, or
5. Take other remedies that may be legally available, including debarment procedures
under 2 CFR part 4 J7.
JJ.

TERMINATION BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT. This Master Stewardship Agreement
may be terminated, in whole or part, as follows:
- When the Forest Service and UMRW A agree upon the termination conditions,
including the effective date and, in the case of partial termination, the portion to be
terminated.
-By 30 days written notification by UMRWA to the Forest Service setting forth the
reasons for termination, effective date, and in the case of partial termination, the portion
to be terminated. If the Forest Service decides that the remaining portion of the Master
Stewardship Agreement must not accomplish the purpose for which the Master
Stewardship Agreement was made, the Forest Service may terminate the award upon 30
days written notice in its entirety.
Upon termination of an Master Stewardship Agreement, UMRW A shall not incur any
new obligations for the terminated portion of the Master Stewardship Agreement after
the effective date, and shall cancel as many outstanding obligations as possible. The
Forest Service shall allow full credit to UMRW A for the Forest Service share of
obligations that cannot be canceled and were properly incurred by UMRW A up to the
effective date of the termination. Excess funds shall be refunded within 60 days after
the effective date of termination.

KK. ALTERNATE DISPUTE RESOLUTION- PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT. In the event
of any issue of controversy under this Master Stewardship Agreement, the parties may
pursue Alternate Dispute Resolution procedures to voluntarily resolve those issues. These
procedures may include, but are not limited to conciliation. facilitation, mediation, and fact
finding.
LL. DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION. UMRWA shall immediately inform the Forest
Service if they or any of their principals are presently excluded, debarred, or suspended
from entering into covered transactions with the Federal government according to the terms
of 2 CFR Part 180. Additionally, should UMRWA or any of their principals receive a
transmittal letter or other official Federal notice of debarment or suspension, then they shall
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notify the Forest Service without undue delay. This applies whether the exclusion,
·debarment, or suspension is voluntary or involuntary.
MM. COPYRIGHTING. UMRWA is/are granted sole and exclusive right to copyright any
publications developed as a result of this Master Stewardship Agreement. This includes the
right to publish and vend throughout the world in any language and in all media and forms,
in whole or in part, for the full term of copyright and all renewals thereof in accordance
with this Master Stewardship Agreement.
No original text or graphics produced and submitted by the Forest Service must be
copyrighted. The Forest Service reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable
right to reproduce, publish, or otherwise use, and to authorize others to use the work for
Federal government purposes. This right must be transferred to any <>ubcontracts.
This provision includes:
I . The copyright in any work developed by UMRWA under this Master
Stewardship Agreement.
2. Any right of copyright to which UMRWA purchase(s) ownership with any
Federal contributions.
NN. PUBLICATION SALE. UMRWA may sell any publication developed as a result of this
Master Stewardship Agreement. The publication may be sold at fair market value, which is
initially defined in this Master Stewardship Agreement to cover the costs of development,
production, marketing, and distribution. After the costs of development and production
have been recovered, fair market value is defined in this Master Stewardship Agreement to
cover the costs of marketing, printing, and distribution only. Fair market value must
exclude any in-kind or Federal government contributions from the total costs of the project.
00. When UMRW A is seeking bids for product removal and/or stewardship items, both parties
agree that the product rates and stewardship item costs used at the approval of the SPA may
be based upon tentative value and planned costs. Both pa1ties agree to establish actual rates
for both product and stewardship items prior to commencement of operatio ns. UMRWA
will notify the Forest Service in writing 60 days in advance to request appraisal prior to
seeking formal bids. Both parties agree to modify the SPA with these actual values and
costs. Modified product values shall be greater than or equal to the reappraised rates and
value.
Post commencement of work, if there is a change from the established stewardship item
rates, the SPA will be modified to increase or decrease the amount of services provided by
UMRW A, accordingly. Post commencement of work product value rate redeterminations
are subject to authorizing regulation.
PP. MODIFICATION. Modifications within the scope of this Master Stewardship Agreement
must be made by mutual consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification
signed and dated by all properly authorized, signatory officials, prior to any changes being
performed. Requests for modification should be made in writing, at least 30 days prior to
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implementation of the requested change. The Forest Service is not obligated to fund any
changes not properly approved in advance.

QQ. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION DATE. This Master Stewardship Agreement is
executed as of the date of the last signature and is effective through April I, 2026 at which
time it will expire. The expiration date is the final date for completion of aH work activities
under this agreement.
RR. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. By signature below, each party certifies that the
individuals listed in this document as representatives of the individual parties are authorized
to act in their respective areas for matters related to this Master Stewardship Agreement. In
witness whereof, the parties have executed this Master Stewardship Agreement as of the
last date written below.

sits(t~p

------------------------Date

RANDY MOORE, egJOnal Fore er
U.S. Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region

.

s!t~ Ito

Date
nagement Specialist

Burden Statement
According to the Paperwork Reduction Aa ol 1995, an agency may oo1 aJflduct or spoosor, atKI a person is not recpred to respond 10 a colledlon ol inlormatlcrl
unless it displays a valid OMS oonttol number. The valid 0~ conlrol ~~for this lnf0flll8tlon collection Is 0591Hl217. The line required to complete llis
inlormalion oolection is estinated to average <4 hours per r6S90f~Se, includilg the time lor reviewing instructiMs. searching e~C~Sq dala SOUtces, gallerilg and
maillainilg the dala needed, and completing and revlew!ng the aJI!ectkln of inlolmation.
Th& U.S. Department of Agli:ullutll (USDA) prohllits discrimination in aD ils programs and activities oolhe basis ot race, eoor, naliooal orign, age, dlsabi6\y, and
where applicable. sex, marital status, familal status, parental starus, religion, sexual orien!atioo, genelie information, political belleIs. reprisal. or beCause aD or part
o1 an ildivkllal's incoma is derived from any plAllic assistance. (Not at protli!Ked bases apply to au programs.} Parsons wia1 disabilities who requlra alternative
means for COIMliJ1icatlcrl ol progr.un Wllormation (Bralle.large pmt, audiolape, etc.) should cmlact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TOO}.

To file a complaint of d'ISCiininalion, write USOA. Director. OffiCe ol Civil Rights, 1-400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washilgton, DC 20250-9410 or caB toll free
{866} 632·9992 (voice). TOO users can contact USDA ltltougtllocal relay or the Federal relay at {800} rm-8339 (TOO) or (866) 3n-8642 (relay voice). USDA is
an equal opportunly fl(ovider and e~yer.
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W&RC Committee Meeting: April 9, 2021

AGENDA ITEM 3

STAFF REPORT: GROWTH PROJECTION
Requested Action:
Discuss AWA’s vision for a common methodology for growth projection for agencies in Amador
County and an initial process to move in that direction.
Background:
The recent workshops on the Water Master Plan Study saw significant discussion of AWA’s
method for growth projection for purposes of that study. While recognizing the importance of
the issues being raised, the Board decided that any changes to the methodology were unlikely
to affect the first five years of implementation significantly. The Board moved ahead with the
Master Plan Study as written and directed staff to work on the growth projection issue between
now and the next master plan update.
The intent is to evaluate alternative methodologies for forecasting growth, including using
municipal general plans, using Department of Finance forecasts, or other alternative
methodologies. Moreover, the goal is to evaluate these methodologies collaboratively with the
municipalities, transportation planners, other water agencies, and other stakeholders, to arrive
at a consensus approach that all stakeholders can agree should be used throughout the county.
Currently, AWA’s Master Plan Study relied on municipal general plans. One of the cities in the
county used the same process that Amador County Transportation Agency uses, but the others
relied on their own traditional general plan projections. For its Urban Water Management Plan,
AWA is using Department of Finance projections. The Foothill Conservancy asserted during the
Master Plan Study workshops that the Department of Finance projections are more accurate.
Projecting growth is not primarily AWA’s responsibility, which is rather to be prepared if possible
to serve the growth that the municipalities plan. But growth projections have significant effects
on decisions that AWA and other agencies make, including rate setting, grant pursuit, project
prioritization, the need for and timing of significant capital investments, and taking advantage of
opportunities for synergy by appropriately timing projects that affect multiple goals and multiple
stakeholders.
Currently, local agency growth projections are not widely respected as accurate, and are not
uniformly accepted as a valid basis for decision-making. Agreeing on a common methodology
for forecasting growth can help agencies avoid resource-wasting conflicts, be more competitive
and mutually supporting in grant pursuits, and be more credible with regulators and the public.
Process:
Staff is at step one, and planning initial outreach to agencies and stakeholders regarding engaging in
this discussion. Staff is seeking Committee input regarding the vision for this process, the
necessary participants, and thoughts on initial outreach.

After gaging stakeholder interest in participating, staff intends to map out a process to collect
information about current methodologies, critiques thereof, and alternatives to investigate, and then
lead a series of meetings of appropriate management level and elected level groups. Committee
input regarding this concept of the process going forward are welcome.
In particular, staff’s recommendation at this time is that the process be undertaken by staff, and that it
be expected to take one or two years to work through the discussions. If a more accelerated pace
is desired, the Committee should provide guidance about seeking consulting support, and
how such support should be funded.
Prepared by:

Larry McKenney, General Manager
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