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RESOLUTION NO. 2022-04 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

AMADOR WATER AGENCY ADOPTING  
WASTEWATER CAPACITY FEES  

WHEREAS, the Agency recently accepted the Wastewater Master Plan Study in May 
2022, including revamping the methodologies and nomenclature of its fees for new 
development to acquire capacity in the Agency’s wastewater system, which revisions included 
changing the name of the fee from “participation fee” to “capacity fee” in order to more 
accurately reflect the purpose of the fee and the terms public entities commonly use for such 
fees in accordance with Government Code section 66013;  

WHEREAS, the Amador Water Agency (“Agency”) commissioned a study to review 
the Agency’s capacity fees for wastewater service to reflect the current costs of providing 
wastewater system capacity for new development; 

WHEREAS, the Agency’s consultant, Lumos & Associates and Hansford Economic 
Consulting, has provided analysis and recommendations on new wastewater service capacity; 

WHEREAS, the Study evaluates the current value of the Agency’s wastewater system 
assets and analyzes the appropriate methodologies and other considerations in order to 
determine an appropriate capacity charge for new customers that bears a reasonable 
relationship to what similarly situated existing customers have paid for such system 
capacity, and evaluate new customers’ proportionate share of the costs of new facilities that 
are needed to serve new development; 

WHEREAS, the proposed wastewater capacity fees were on the agenda and discussed 
by the Agency’s Board of Directors on July 14, 2022, at which the Board of Directors received 
presentations on the proposed methodology and factors for determining the fees and 
preparing the Study and invited public comment; 

WHEREAS, the Agency has no oral or written comments from the public regarding 
the proposed fees; 

WHEREAS, notice of this meeting at which the Board will consider accepting the 
Study and approving the proposed new wastewater capacity fees was posted on June 24, 
2022, notice of the Study’s availability and this meeting for the Board to consider approving 
the wastewater capacity fees was published in the Ledger-Dispatch on July 1 and July 8, 
2022, and written notice of the meeting was provided to persons requesting notice in writing 
of such meetings, and the Agency posted and made available to the public the draft Study at 
on June 24, 2022; 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors has reviewed and considered the Study, and any 
comments thereon, and on the Agency’s proposed wastewater capacity fees; 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors finds as follows: 

A. The proposed new capacity fees for wastewater service reasonably reflect the
cost of the Agency’s wastewater system to serve the anticipated demands of new customers, 
reflect the new customers’ proportionate share of existing customers’ financial investment in 
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the existing wastewater system, do not exceed the estimated reasonable cost of providing the 
service for which the fee is imposed, and may be applied to any capital improvement costs;   
 

B. The wastewater service capacity fees collected pursuant to this Resolution may 
be used to finance wastewater and associated capital facilities needed to serve new, as well 
as existing, development within the Agency’s service area, and will not be used for general 
revenue purposes; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Agency desires to adopt new capacity fees for wastewater service as 
set forth in the Study. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Amador 
Water Agency as follows: 
 
SECTION ONE. CAPACITY FEES FOR WASTEWATER SERVICE. 
  
 The new capacity fees for wastewater service set forth in the table below are hereby 
adopted and shall be published on the Agency’s website. 
 

Proposed Wastewater Capacity Fees, $/EDU 
 

Service Type Fee 
 

Wastewater Capacity Fee per EDU 
 

$16,390.00 
 

ADU Capacity Fee per Building Square 
Foot 

 
$7.45 

 
 The new wastewater capacity fees were determined on an Equivalent Dwelling Unit 
(“EDU”) basis using the hybrid methodology, which is used when there is some existing 
capacity available to serve new growth, but additional expansion will be required to 
accommodate new development. Under the hybrid approach, a capacity fee is based on the 
summation of existing capacity and any necessary expansions to accommodate the new 
development. The hybrid methodology is further explained and applied in the Study as 
"Option 5."  The Agency will apply the fee per square foot for service Accessory Dwelling 
Unites (ADUs) as described in the Study. 
 
 To account for escalating construction costs, the new Agency wastewater capacity fees 
set forth in the above table shall be adjusted annually on May 1 of each year, beginning May 
1, 2023, based on the change in the Engineering News-Record Construction Cost Index, 20-
Cities Average, for the previous April 1 to March 31 period because this index historically 
most accurately represents a reasonable relationship to the cost increases due to inflation 
experienced by the Agency for construction and rehabilitation of its facilities. 
 
SECTION TWO. INCONSISTENT PROVISIONS.  
   

To the extent that the terms and provisions of this Resolution may be inconsistent or 
in conflict with the terms and conditions of any prior Agency resolution, ordinance, rule or 
regulation governing the same subject, the terms of this Resolution shall prevail with respect 
to the subject matter thereof and such inconsistent and conflicting provisions of prior 
resolutions, ordinances, rules or regulations are hereby repealed. 
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SECTION THREE. INVALIDITY. 

If any provision of this Resolution or application thereof to any person or circumstance 
is held invalid, no other provision of this Resolution shall be affected thereby. 

SECTION FOUR. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Resolution and wastewater capacity fees set forth herein shall take effect on July 
28, 2022. 

SECTION FIVE. CEQA FINDINGS. 

The Board of Directors finds that it can be seen with certainty that there is no 
possibility that the imposition of wastewater capacity fees established herein may have a 
significant effect on the environment, and that therefore, adoption of this Resolution setting 
such capacity fees is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act 
pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations; and the 
Board hereby authorizes its General Manager to prepare and file a Notice of Exemption 
consistent with these findings. 

SECTION SIX. JUDICIAL ACTION TO CHALLENGE THIS RESOLUTION. 

Any judicial action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside, void or annul this 
Resolution and the wastewater capacity fees established herein shall be brought within 120 
days after the effective date of this Resolution in accordance with Government Code section 
66022. 

The foregoing resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Directors of the 
Amador Water Agency at a Board meeting held on July 28, 2022, by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NOES:  
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

Signed and approved by me after its passage this July 28, 2022. 

_________________________________ 
Gary Thomas 
President, Board of Directors 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________ 
Karen L. Gish 
Clerk of the Board of Directors 
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Board Meeting: July 28, 2022    Agenda Item No. 9.D  
__________________________________________________________________ 

STAFF REPORT 
Legislation – SB222 (Dodd) Low Income Water Rate 

Assistance
Recommended Action:  

Adopt a position of OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED on SB222 (Dodd). 

Background:  

Last summer, AWA joined a coalition led by ACWA and other associates to Oppose 
Unless Amended SB222, Senator Dodd's bill to create a low income water rate 
assistance program.  ACWA sought a number of amendments to clarify how such a 
program would be administered.  Mainly, ACWA sought, and the author accepted, 
amendments to assign responsibility to implement a program to the California 
Department of Community Services & Development, an agency that already administers 
programs providing assistance to individuals based on income qualification.  Neither the 
State Water Resources Control Board nor any water agencies have the current 
capability to administer income-qualified assistance programs.   

Another major issue ACWA sought to address was the funding for the program.  
Concerned that the author would amend the bill at the last minute to specify a water tax 
to support the program, ACWA sought a commitment to fund the program with general 
fund revenue, a bottled water tax, or other specific alternatives.  While this goal was not 
clearly achieved, the bill was amended to require funds be "appropriated" for the 
program.   

With the major issues addressed, and in the wake of comments received during our rate 
hearing, AWA changed its position to Support.  Later, ACWA changed its position to 
Watch.  However, last month the bill was again amended, and the amendments raised 
additional concerns, and some of the previous concerns again.  ACWA has now 
reverted to an Oppose Unless Amended position, and has asked the original members 
of the coalition to affirmatively rejoin that position if they desire.   

The attached materials describe the June amendments and ACWA's concerns and 
proposed amendments.  AWA has taken a strong position in support of a State-run low 
income rate assistance program, not funded by a water tax.  The Committee should 
now consider whether, in light of the June amendments, it should recommend that the 
AWA Board reconsider the current Support position and rejoin the Oppose Unless 
Amended coalition. 
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AWA is an excellent example of why a low income water rate assistance program is 
needed, with our high proportion of fixed or low income residents, lack of operational 
economy of scale, and expensive infrastructure needs.  The Board has made of point of 
telling the public that it supports SB222 for this reason, even before ACWA moved to a 
Watch position.  However, the June amendments to the bill raise serious questions 
about whether the proposed program is administrable and what additional burdens it 
could put on AWA, possibly outweighing the benefits to our customers.   

The bill is not currently scheduled for consideration, but is expected to be on the 
Assembly floor at some time in August. 

Fiscal Impact:  

Passage of the current version of the bill would result in mandated program costs that 
would exceed State reimbursement. 

Committee Review: 

Outreach & Legislation considered on July 26 and recommended the Board adopt an 
OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED position on SB222. 

Prepared by:  Larry McKenney, General Manager 
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July 06, 2022 

Association of California Water Agencies 
SB 222 (Dodd) – Water Rate Assistance Program 
ACWA Members - Summary and List of Concerns 

June 23, 2022 Version 
 

Introduction 
 

SB 222 (Dodd) would create a Water Rate Assistance Program to provide water affordability 
assistance for both drinking water and wastewater services to low-income residential 
ratepayers. ACWA had an “Oppose-Unless-Position” on the bill in 2021, advocated for 
amendments and was able to move to a “Watch” position in 2021 based on incorporated 
amendments. The June 23, 2022 amendments raise significant concerns, and ACWA’s State 
Legislative Committee took an Oppose-Unless-Amended position on this new version of the bill 
on July 6, 2022. Following are a summary of the bill, and an overview of the concerns that 
triggered the position and concepts for needed amendments. ACWA is preparing a bill mockup 
with the needed amendments at this writing. 

Bill Summary 
 

1. Water Rate Assistance Program and Fund - Overview 
SB 222 would direct the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to develop 
and administer the Water Rate Assistance Program. The bill would establish the Water Rate 
Assistance Fund (Fund) in the State Treasury. The Fund would provide water affordability 
assistance for both drinking water and wastewater services to low-income residential 
ratepayers. Money in the Fund would be made available upon appropriation by the Legislature 
to the State Water Board to provide, in consultation with relevant agencies, direct water bill 
assistance to residential ratepayers served by eligible systems and by tribal water systems that 
choose to participate. 
 
2. Definitions  
SB 222 would define the following terms: 

A) “Effective Date” as the date of appropriation of funding in the annual Budget Act or 
another statute for purposes of this chapter; 

B) “Eligible system” as a community water system (CWS) or sewer system; 
C) “Low-income” as an annual household income that is equal to or no greater than 200 

percent of the federal poverty guideline level and consistent with the guidelines 
established for the California Alternative Rates for Energy (CARE) program; 

D) “Relevant agencies” as those agencies that have a role, through data collection; 
regulation, or enforcement, in providing services, oversight, and assistance to public 
water systems and low-income ratepayers; and 

E) “Residential ratepayer” as a resident of a single-family or multifamily resident who 
receives a bill for water or wastewater. 
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3. Administrative Costs 
SB 222 would authorize the State Water Board, upon appropriation by the Legislature, to 
expend Fund moneys for reasonable administration costs. Commencing 365 days after the 
effective date, the bill would require that reasonable administration costs of the State Water 
Board and the relevant agencies not exceed 10 percent of the annual deposits into the Fund. 
 
The bill would authorize (not require) the State Water Board to reimburse eligible systems for 
reasonable administration costs, which would not count to the 10 percent limitation. The bill 
would require, commencing 365 days after the effective date, that eighty percent of the total 
funds would be applied directly to customer assistance. Additionally, the bill would require the 
State Water Board to provide eligible systems funds for administration of the program, not to 
exceed the greater of 3 percent of the total subsidy or two thousand dollars. 
  
4.   Fund Administration 
SB 222 would authorize the State Water Board to: 

A) Deposit moneys into the Fund from federal or state funding, voluntary contributions, 
and funding agreements;  

B) Develop and implement a process for disbursing program funds to eligible systems, 
tribal water systems, or third-party providers, including controls to prevent fraud, 
waste, and abuse;  

C) Expend, upon appropriation by the Legislature, moneys in the Fund for grants, 
contracts, or services to assist eligible recipients;  

D) Provide technical assistance to eligible systems, serving fewer than 3,300 connections to 
administer the application of funds to low-income households; 

E) Identify and contract with a third-party fund administrator for work such as, but not 
limited to, eligibility determination, call center services, internet-based enrollments, and 
document intake and processing; 

F) Establish a process to regularly confirm the eligibility of recipients. 
  

5. Program Implementation 
 

A. Guidelines and Stakeholder Advisory Group 
The State Water Board, in consultation with relevant agencies, would be required to adopt 
guidelines for implementation of this program within 270 days of the effective date. SB 222 
would require the State Water Board to consult with an advisory group that would include 
representatives of the following: 

1) Community water systems; 
2) Sewer systems; 
3) Technical assistance providers, including those that support the federal Low-Income 

Home Energy Assistance Program; 
4) Local agencies, including those that manage multi-family housing for low-income 

residents; 
5) NGOs that work with residents of disadvantaged communities (DACs); 
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6) Representatives from the public, including, but not limited to, low-income residents
and residents served by tribal water systems.

The guidelines would include: 
1) Direction to eligible systems to automatically enroll households in which:

a) any member of the customer’s household is currently enrolled, or a recipient of,
CalWORKs, CalFresh, general assistance, Medi-Cal, Supplemental Security
Income, State Supplementary Payment Program, or the California Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children; or

b) the household is a utility customer enrolled in the California Alternate Rates for
Energy (CARE) program or the Family Electric Rate assistance program;

2) Minimum requirements for eligible systems, including the establishment of system
wide low-income rate assistance “programs,” the ability to confirm eligibility for
enrollment, and a process for expanding the assistance program if funding increases;

3) A system to audit eligible systems receiving funds.

B. Annual Report
SB 222 would require the State Water Board, following a public hearing, and in consultation 
with relevant agencies and the advisory group, to adopt an annual report to be posted on the 
State Water Board’s website identifying how the Fund has performed. The bill would require 
that the annual report contain: 

1) A report of expenditures from the Fund for the prior fiscal year, including how many
households were served, and estimated expenditures for the current fiscal year;

2) An estimate of the number of households eligible for assistance. The estimate could
not be based on a household-by-household evaluation;

3) An evaluation of available information regarding any household-level affordability
issues that remain after application of bill assistance;

4) Methods to ensure timely and meaningful public participation and encourage
enrollment in the program;

5) An estimate of the funding needed for the next fiscal year based on the amount
available in the fund, anticipated funding needs, other existing funding sources, and
other relevant data and information.

C. Electrical and Gas Customer Data
SB 222 would require, within 270 days of the effective date, the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) to establish a mechanism for electrical and gas corporations to share data 
with the State Water Board regarding customers enrolled in, or eligible to be enrolled in, the 
CARE program. SB 222 would also allow the State Water Board to enter into agreements with 
local publicly owned electric utilities and local publicly owned gas utilities, including but not 
limited to, municipal utility districts and irrigation districts, to regularly share data regarding 
utility customers enrolled in, or eligible to be enrolled in, affordability programs benefiting low-
income customers. The agreements could authorize the State Water Board to provide data to 
eligible systems to assist with the administration of the program. This data sharing would be 
subject to the confidentiality provisions of California Government Code Section 6254.16. 
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6. Fund Expenditures 

 
A. Advance Payments 

SB 222 would allow the State Water Board to make advance payments from the Fund, as 
necessary. Before distribution of an advance payment, eligible systems would be required to 
provide an estimate of the number of households enrolled in the program and their expected 
bill discounts. The State Water Board would have discretion regarding whether to offer advance 
payments and what terms and conditions would apply.  
 

B. Affordability Pilot Projects 
The bill would authorize the State Water Board to include the guidelines authorization for pilot 
projects that include expenditures that improve affordability for residential households through 
the installation of water efficiency measures or programs that otherwise improve residential 
household affordability in mobilehome parks, multifamily housing, or other households that do 
not directly pay a water or wastewater bill.  
 
7.   Program Administration 
The bill would require that the State Water Board: 

A) Provide guidance, oversight, and funding for low-income rate assistance for customers 
of eligible systems; 

B) For an eligible system that is not regulated by the CPUC, provide oversight of eligible 
systems’ implementation of the program to ensure effectiveness and prevent fraud, 
waste, and abuse; and 

C) Consider identifying alternative entities to distribute and track benefits if the State 
Water Board has determined an eligible system is incapable of administering the 
program.   

 
8.  Existing LIRA Programs 
The bill would require the State Water Board to coordinate with the CPUC to cease existing 
duplicative rate assistance programs offered by the investor-owned water utilities and 
transition the customers to this program. Any eligible system would be allowed to offer 
assistance in addition to, or on top of, the assistance provided through this program.  
 
9.  Compliance, Service Discontinuation and Enforcement 
SB 222 would require all eligible systems, within 365 days of the effective date, to offer water 
rate assistance that complies with the minimum requirements for the guidelines.  
 
The bill would require, prior to disconnection of service, a CWS to provide customers with 
arrearages a notice that they may enter into a payment plan and after 30 days of the notice 
(instead of after 7 business days of the notice under existing law) disconnection may occur. A 
CWS would be prohibited from discontinuing water service to a customer that remains current 
on a payment plan. The payment plan and its associated rules would have to comply with 
existing law (SB 998), except that this applicability would be to systems of all sizes. 
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The bill would give enforcement authority to the Attorney General as specified. Any eligible 
system that did not establish and maintain a program consistent with the minimum 
requirements would be deemed an “at-risk” water system for purpose of the mandatory 
consolidation authority under existing law.  Finally, the bill would authorize the State Water 
Board to qualify awards of financial assistance upon the establishment of a LIRA program 
consistent with the minimum requirements.  

 

Concerns and Overview of Amendments for Which ACWA and the SB 222 Oppose-
Unless-Amended Coalition Will Advocate 
 

Following is an overview of amendments for which ACWA and the ACWA-led SB 222 Oppose-
Unless amended Coalition will advocate. ACWA is developing a developing a mockup at this 
writing. 
 

A. Implementing Agency and Key Program Components [Throughout the Bill] 
The introduced (January 14, 2021) version of SB 222 proposed the State Water Board as the 
implementing agency. ACWA and the California Municipal Utilities Association urged that the 
California Department of Community Services and Development (CSD) be the implementing 
agency. Senator Dodd made that change in the April 5, 2021 version. The new version of the bill 
would switch the implementing agency back to the State Water Board. ACWA’s strong 
preference is that CSD implement the program. There are multiple reasons for this, but one 
example is that CSD is experienced in implementing low-income assistance programs. That 
approach avoids public water agencies getting into customer income information. ACWA will 
advocate for the program to be at CSD. However, at a minimum, it will be important that key 
program components are clear (e.g., appropriate system role and an efficient means of 
eligibility verification, such as the approach that CSD uses with local service providers). 
 

B. CWS and Sewer System Role (Proposed “Program” Requirement)  (Throughout the Bill) 
The new version would have each eligible system establish a LIRA program consistent with the 
minimum requirements for the guidelines within 365 days of the effective date of appropriation 
in the Budget Act or another statute. This is a fundament problem with the new version. ACWA 
will seek amendments that make it clear that the State is developing the LIRA program and 
eligible systems play their role (which needs to be clear) in the local administration of the 
State’s LIRA program.  
 

C. System Administrative Costs  [P. 4/L. 13 and P. 5/L. 18] 
The new version of the bill would add a new proposed requirement that the State Water Board 
“provide funds to eligible systems for administration of the program, not to exceed the greater 
of 3 percent of the total subsidy or two thousand dollars.”  While this is a positive addition in 
the sense that it would be required, ACWA members have already shared with ACWA staff that 
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the 3 percent number would not cover reasonable administrative expenses. ACWA will seek an 
amendment that improves the bill’s proposal for system administrative cost reimbursement. 

D. Frequency of Benefit Distribution  [Not Addressed]
Ideally, the bill would address the frequency of benefit distribution (e.g., annual, quarterly, 
every two months or once per month) either with specificity or flexibility. Clarity on this would 
help determine what is appropriate for reimbursement of system administrative costs. ACWA 
will seek an amendment on this issue. 

E. Additional Action Authority [P. 4/L. 30.]
The new version of the bill would authorize the State Water Board to “take additional action as 
may be appropriate for adequate administration and operation of the fund and provision of 
direct water bill assistance.” ACWA will suggest an amendment deleting this language based on 
a concern that it is unclear what the scope of the actions would be.  

F. Audit of Systems Receiving Program Funding  [P. 7/L. 1]
Under the new version of the bill, the State Water Board would be required to include in the 
guidelines a provision regarding the audit of eligible systems receiving funds under the chapter. 
ACWA will seek an amendment to clarify that the scope of this audit would be limited to the 
system’s administration of this LIRA program. 

G. Affordability Evaluation  [P. 7/L. 25]
ACWA will seek an amendment to limit the proposed evaluation of affordability (see summary) 
to water affordability and relevant (as opposed to all available) information. 

H. Administrative Procedure Act (APA)  [P. 10/L. 4 and L. 10]
The prior version of the bill proposed the development of guidelines but also would have 
authorized the adoption of emergency regulations. The new version would exempt this 
program from APA altogether and delete the proposed emergency regulation authority. It 
would rely solely on the adoption of guidelines by the State Water Board. ACWA will seek 
amendments to require that the State Water Board adopt the program through emergency 
regulations. It is critical that appropriate public process steps are included in this bill. 

I. Affordability Pilot Projects  [P. 10/L. 28]
The affordability pilot projects proposal should be deleted. This bill should be focused on LIRA. 
(Please note that the proposal is not limited to water affordability.) 

J. Compliance Deadline  [P. 11/L. 36]
The new version would require all eligible water systems to “offer rate assistance that complies 
with the minimum requirements pursuant to subdivision (d) of proposed Section 116931 within 
365 days of when the funding was appropriated by the Budget Act or other statute.” There is no 
subdivision (d) in that section, and the reference should be to subdivision (c). More important, 
in addition to seeking amendments to clarify the system role, ACWA will seek an amendment 
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that ties the deadline to the timing of the adoption of the program requirements (i.e., in case 
the State is late on adoption). 

 
K.  Discontinuation of Service Provision [P. 12/L. 1] 

Existing law (created by the enactment of SB 998 in 2018) sets requirements on the 
discontinuation of service by public water systems that supply water to more than 200 
connections. For example: 
 

(a)(1)(A) An urban and community water system shall not discontinue residential service 
for nonpayment until a payment by a customer has been delinquent for at least 60 days. 
No less than seven business days before discontinuation of residential service for 
nonpayment, an urban and community water system shall contact the customer named 
(…) on the account by telephone or written notice. (….) [Ca. Health and Safety Code 
Section 116909, emphasis added.] 

 
Under existing law, that contact must include an offer to discuss options, including an 
alternative payment schedule. 

 
In 2021, the enactment of a budget trailer bill (AB 148) created the State Water Board’s COVID-
19 water arrearages program. AB 148 required CWSs with any number of connections to 
provide customers with arrearages a notice that they may enter into a payment plan and have 
30 days from the date of the notice to enroll in a payment plan. AB 148 specified that a CWS 
could not discontinue water service to a customer that remained current on the payment plan.  
 
The new version of SB 222 proposes to carry on the AB 148 approach by proposing for all sizes 
of systems that a thirty-day notice of the ability to enroll in a payment plan would be required 
before disconnection could occur. As in AB 148, a CWS would be prohibited from discontinuing 
service while the customer remained current on a payment plan. Compared with the SB 998 
provisions, the SB 222 proposal could somewhat delay an agency’s ability to disconnect a 
customer if the agency waited to provide notice until the customer had been delinquent for 60 
days. 
 
Expanding the SB 998 requirements to cover systems of 200 or fewer connections is not an 
issue for ACWA members. Some ACWA members have expressed that the timing on the notice 
provision should be left at seven business days given that SB 998 has not been implemented yet 
because of COVID. ACWA will seek an amendment to delete the thirty-day proposal or propose 
a timeframe in between (e.g., no less than 15 business days).  
 

L. Enforcement [P. 12/L. 1] 
The new version adds proposed enforcement provisions as summarized. ACWA will seek 
amendments that: 

1) Delete the proposal to give the Attorney General authority to enforce under this 
program, as enforcement by the implementing state agency should be sufficient for 
a financial assistance program; 
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2) Delete the proposal to have a system that did not establish or maintain a compliant 
LIRA program be deemed an at-risk system for purposes of the mandatory 
consolidation authority in existing law. Compliance with a LIRA law is important, but 
forcing consolidation for a sustainable system that is providing safe drinking water is 
not an appropriate remedy for noncompliance with LIRA requirements.  

3) Delete the proposal to authorize the State Water Board to “qualify awards of 
financial assistance on the establishment of” a LIRA program that is consistent with 
the minimum requirements. 

 
Contacts:  Cindy Tuck, Deputy Executive Director for Government Relations, ACWA 
  Kylie Wright, State Relations Assistant, ACWA 
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 23, 2022 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY AUGUST 30, 2021 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 15, 2021 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 5, 2021 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 17, 2021 

AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 20, 2021 

AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 3, 2021 

AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 20, 2021 

AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 5, 2021 

SENATE BILL  No. 222 

Introduced by Senator Dodd 
(Coauthors: Senators Gonzalez, Hurtado, and Wiener) 

(Coauthors: Assembly Members Arambula, Bloom, Lorena Gonzalez, 
Mathis, and Robert Rivas) 

January 14, 2021 

An act to add Section 12087.8 to the Government Code, and to add
Chapter 6.5 (commencing with Section 116930) to Part 12 of Division 
104 of the Health and Safety Code, relating to water. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

SB 222, as amended, Dodd. Water Rate Assistance Program. 
Existing law, the California Safe Drinking Water Act, requires the 

State Water Resources Control Board to administer provisions relating 
to the regulation of drinking water to protect public health. Existing 
law declares it to be the established policy of the state that every human 
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being has the right to safe, clean, affordable, and accessible water 
adequate for human consumption, cooking, and sanitary purposes. 

Existing law requires the state board, by January 1, 2018, to develop 
a plan for the funding and implementation of the Low-Income Water 
Rate Assistance Program, as prescribed. Existing law requires the state 
board, by February 1, 2018, to report to the Legislature on its findings 
regarding the feasibility, financial stability, and desired structure of the 
program, including any recommendations for legislative action that 
may need to be taken. 

This bill would establish the Water Rate Assistance Fund in the State 
Treasury to help provide water affordability assistance, for both drinking 
water and wastewater services, to low-income ratepayers and ratepayers 
experiencing economic hardship in California. The bill would require 
the Department of Community Services and Development to develop 
and administer the Water Rate Assistance Program established by the 
bill. residential ratepayers. The bill would make moneys in the fund 
available upon appropriation by the Legislature to the department state 
board to provide, in consultation with the state board, relevant agencies,
direct water bill assistance, water bill credits, and water crisis assistance,
assistance to residential ratepayers served by eligible systems, as 
defined, and by tribal water systems that choose to participate and 
would require 80% of total funds to be directly applied to customer 
assistance. The bill would authorize the department state board to 
identify and contract with a third-party fund administrator. The bill 
would impose requirements on the department, in consultation with the 
state board, the state board in connection with the program, including, 
among others, developing guidelines and fund oversight procedures
within 270 days of the effective date, as defined, adopting guidelines 
in consultation with relevant agencies and an advisory group for 
implementation of the program by January 1, 2023, consulting with an 
advisory group, and adopting an annual fund expenditure plan. and 
preparing a report to be posted on state board’s internet website 
identifying how the fund has performed.

The bill would require, by July 1, 2022, within 270 days of the 
effective date, the Public Utilities Commission to establish a mechanism 
for electrical corporations and gas corporations to, and would authorize 
the department state board to enter into agreements with local publicly 
owned electric utilities and local publicly owned gas utilities to, 
regularly share specified customer data with the department, state board,
subject to certain protections. The bill would require the department

2
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state board to, among other things, coordinate with the commission to 
cease existing rate assistance programs offered by investor-owned water 
utilities and transition the customers to the program through a process 
established by the commission. 

The bill would make the operation of these provisions contingent on 
an appropriation in the annual Budget Act or another statute for these 
purposes. 

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 12087.8 is added to the Government 
 line 2 Code, to read: 
 line 3 12087.8. Subject to Section 116931.3 of the Health and Safety 
 line 4 Code, the department shall develop and administer the Water Rate 
 line 5 Assistance Program established pursuant to Chapter 6.5 
 line 6 (commencing with Section 116930) of Part 12 of Division 104 of 
 line 7 the Health and Safety Code and expend moneys appropriated by 
 line 8 the Legislature for the purposes of the program. 
 line 9 SEC. 2.

 line 10 SECTION 1. Chapter 6.5 (commencing with Section 116930) 
 line 11 is added to Part 12 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code, 
 line 12 to read: 
 line 13 
 line 14 Chapter  6.5.  Water Rate Assistance Program 

 line 15 
 line 16 Article 1.  Water Rate Assistance Fund 
 line 17 
 line 18 116930. (a)  The Water Rate Assistance Fund is hereby 
 line 19 established in the State Treasury to provide water affordability 
 line 20 assistance, for both drinking water and wastewater services, to 
 line 21 low-income ratepayers and ratepayers experiencing economic 
 line 22 hardship in California. residential ratepayers. Moneys in the fund 
 line 23 shall be available upon appropriation by the Legislature to the
 line 24 department state board to provide, in consultation with the state 
 line 25 board, all of the following: relevant agencies, direct water bill 
 line 26 assistance to residential ratepayers served by eligible systems and 
 line 27 by tribal water systems that choose to participate.
 line 28 (1)  Direct water bill assistance. 
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 line 1 (2)  Water bill credits to renters and individuals or households 
 line 2 that pay other amounts, fees, or charges related to residential water 
 line 3 or wastewater service. 
 line 4 (3)  Water crisis assistance. 
 line 5 (b)  (1)  The department state board may, upon appropriation 
 line 6 by the Legislature, expend moneys from the fund for reasonable 
 line 7 costs associated with the administration of this chapter, chapter. 
 line 8 Commencing 365 days after the effective date, funds for the 
 line 9 reasonable costs associated with the administration of this chapter 

 line 10 shall not to exceed 10 percent of the annual deposits into the fund. 
 line 11 “Reasonable costs associated with the administration of this 
 line 12 chapter” includes state board relevant agencies’ administrative 
 line 13 costs associated with this chapter. The department state board may 
 line 14 reimburse public water systems and sewer eligible systems for 
 line 15 reasonable costs associated with the administration of this chapter, 
 line 16 which shall not count towards toward the 10-percent limitation. 
 line 17 (2)  A Commencing 365 days after the effective date, a minimum 
 line 18 of 80 percent of total funds shall be directly applied to customer
 line 19 assistance, which shall be reflected in the annual fund expenditure 
 line 20 plan described in Section 116931.1. assistance.
 line 21 (c)  The state board may undertake any of the following actions 
 line 22 to implement this chapter: 
 line 23 (1)  Provide for the deposit of any of the following moneys into 
 line 24 the fund: 
 line 25 (A)  Federal or state funding. 
 line 26 (B)  Voluntary contributions, gifts, grants, or bequests. 
 line 27 (2)  Enter into funding agreements with the federal government, 
 line 28 local or state agencies, private corporations, or nonprofit 
 line 29 organizations. 
 line 30 (3)  Take additional action as may be appropriate for adequate 
 line 31 administration and operation of the fund and provision of direct 
 line 32 water bill assistance. 
 line 33 116930.1. The department state board shall do all of the 
 line 34 following in administering the fund: 
 line 35 (a)  Track and manage revenue in the fund separately from all 
 line 36 other revenue. 
 line 37 (b)  Develop and implement a process for the department state 
 line 38 board to disburse program funds to public water systems, sewer
 line 39 eligible systems, tribal water systems, or third-party providers for 
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 line 1 direct application to households, the system’s low-income customer 
 line 2 accounts, including controls to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse. 
 line 3 (c) Manage and maintain fund balances in conjunction with the
 line 4 Controller, the Treasurer, the California State Auditor’s Office, 
 line 5 and the Department of Finance, as appropriate. 
 line 6 (d) (1)  Expend, upon appropriation by the Legislature, moneys
 line 7 in the fund for grants, contracts, direct monetary assistance, or 
 line 8 services to assist eligible recipients. 
 line 9 (2) Services may include technical assistance to public water

 line 10 systems, or sewer eligible systems, serving fewer than 3,300 
 line 11 connections to administer the application of funds to low-income 
 line 12 households, including initial startup costs. 
 line 13 (3) The department state board may identify and contract with
 line 14 a third-party fund administrator. The scope of work for the fund 
 line 15 administrator may include, but is not limited to, eligibility 
 line 16 determination, call center services, internet-based enrollments, 
 line 17 and document intake and processing. 
 line 18 (4) Provide funds to eligible systems for administration of the
 line 19 program, not to exceed the greater of 3 percent of the total subsidy 
 line 20 or two thousand dollars ($2,000). 
 line 21 (e) (1)  Verify the eligibility of each recipient, based upon
 line 22 eligibility pursuant to Section 116931.1. 
 line 23 (2) Establish
 line 24 Establish a process to regularly confirm the eligibility of
 line 25 recipients, based upon eligibility pursuant to Section 116931.1.
 line 26 116931.
 line 27 (3) 
 line 28 (5) The verification requirements in paragraphs (1) and (2)
 line 29 paragraph (1) may be carried out by the third-party fund 
 line 30 administrator described in paragraph (3) of subdivision (d). 
 line 31 
 line 32 Article 2.  Program Implementation 
 line 33 
 line 34 116931. (a)  The department, Within 270 days of the effective 
 line 35 date, the state board, in consultation with the state board, shall, 
 line 36 by January 1, 2023, develop relevant agencies, shall adopt
 line 37 guidelines and fund oversight procedures for implementation of 
 line 38 the program. 
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 line 1 (b)  In developing the guidelines, the department state board
 line 2 shall consult with an advisory group that includes representatives 
 line 3 of all of the following: 
 line 4 (1)  Public Community water systems. 
 line 5 (2)  Sewer systems. 
 line 6 (3)  Technical assistance providers, including organizations that 
 line 7 support the federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program. 
 line 8 (4)  Local agencies, including agencies that manage multifamily 
 line 9 housing serving low-income residents. 

 line 10 (5)  Nongovernmental organizations that work with residents of 
 line 11 disadvantaged communities. 
 line 12 (6)  Representatives from the public, including, but not limited 
 line 13 to, low-income residents, low-income residents who live in 
 line 14 multifamily housing, residents and residents served by tribal water 
 line 15 systems. 
 line 16 (c)  The guidelines shall include, at minimum, all of the 
 line 17 following: 
 line 18 (1)  Direction to eligible systems to automatically enroll 
 line 19 households in the program under both of the following 
 line 20 circumstances: 
 line 21 (A)  Available information shows that any member of the 
 line 22 customer’s household is a current enrollee in, or recipient of, 
 line 23 CalWORKs, CalFresh, general assistance, Medi-Cal, Supplemental 
 line 24 Security Income or the State Supplementary Payment Program, 
 line 25 or California Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
 line 26 Infants, and Children. 
 line 27 (B)  The household is a utility customer enrolled in the California 
 line 28 Alternate Rates for Energy (CARE) program established pursuant 
 line 29 to Section 739.1 of the Public Utilities Code or in the Family 
 line 30 Electric Rate Assistance program established pursuant to Section 
 line 31 739.12 of the Public Utilities Code. 
 line 32 (2)  Minimum requirements for eligible systems, including all 
 line 33 of the following: 
 line 34 (A)  The establishment of systemwide low-income rate assistance 
 line 35 programs. 
 line 36 (B)  The ability to confirm eligibility for enrollment through a 
 line 37 request for self-certification of eligibility under penalty of perjury. 
 line 38 (C)  A process for expanding the assistance program if funding 
 line 39 increases. 
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 line 1 (3)  A provision to audit eligible systems receiving funds under 
 line 2 this chapter. 
 line 3 116931.1. (a)  The department state board shall, in consultation 
 line 4 with the state board relevant agencies and the advisory group 
 line 5 described in subdivision (b) of Section 116931 and after a public 
 line 6 hearing, adopt an annual fund expenditure plan. report to be posted 
 line 7 on the state board’s internet website identifying how the fund has 
 line 8 performed.
 line 9 (b)  The annual fund expenditure plan report shall contain all of 

 line 10 the following: 
 line 11 (1)  Identification of key terms, criteria, and metrics, and their 
 line 12 definitions related to implementation of this section. 
 line 13 (2)  A description of how proposed remedies related to this 
 line 14 section will be estimated, evaluated, prioritized, and included in 
 line 15 the annual fund expenditure plan. 
 line 16 (3) 
 line 17 (1)  A report of expenditures from the fund for the prior fiscal 
 line 18 year, including how many households were served, and planned
 line 19 estimated expenditures for the current fiscal year. 
 line 20 (4)  (A)  
 line 21 (2)  An estimate of the number of households eligible for
 line 22 assistance, including those that do not receive a direct bill for water 
 line 23 or wastewater. assistance. The estimate shall not be based on a
 line 24 household by household household-by-household evaluation. 
 line 25 (3)  An evaluation of available information regarding any 
 line 26 household-level affordability issues that remain after application 
 line 27 of bill assistance. 
 line 28 (B)  In identifying household eligibility, the department shall 
 line 29 consider both of the following: 
 line 30 (i)  If any member of the customer’s household is a current 
 line 31 enrollee in, or recipient of, CalWORKs, CalFresh, general 
 line 32 assistance, Medi-Cal, Supplemental Security Income or State 
 line 33 Supplementary Payment Program, or California Special 
 line 34 Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children. 
 line 35 (ii)  Utility customers enrolled in the California Alternate Rates 
 line 36 for Energy (CARE) program established pursuant to Section 739.1 
 line 37 of the Public Utilities Code and the Family Electric Rate Assistance 
 line 38 program established pursuant to Section 739.12 of the Public 
 line 39 Utilities Code. 
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 line 1 (5)  A section that discusses water and wastewater affordability 
 line 2 challenges and proposed solutions for reducing water debt for 
 line 3 eligible Californians served by public water systems, sewer 
 line 4 systems, state small water systems, local small water systems, and 
 line 5 domestic wells. An evaluation of solutions shall include, but not 
 line 6 be limited to, all of the following: 
 line 7 (A)  Amortization of an unpaid balance. 
 line 8 (B)  Participation in an alternative payment schedule. 
 line 9 (C)  Partial or full reduction of the unpaid balance financed 

 line 10 without additional charges to other ratepayers. 
 line 11 (D)  Temporary deferral of payment. 
 line 12 (E)  An arrearage management plan. 
 line 13 (F)  Percentage of income payment plan. 
 line 14 (6) 
 line 15 (4)  Methods to ensure timely and meaningful public participation 
 line 16 and encourage enrollment in the program. 
 line 17 (7) 
 line 18 (5)  An estimate of the funding available for the next fiscal year 
 line 19 based on the amount available in the fund, anticipated funding 
 line 20 needs, other existing funding sources, and other relevant data and 
 line 21 information. 
 line 22 (c)  The annual fund expenditure plan shall identify the funding 
 line 23 need of disadvantaged communities and low-income households 
 line 24 whose water and wastewater bill charges pose affordability 
 line 25 challenges based on metrics developed by the department in 
 line 26 consultation with the state board and Public Utilities Commission. 
 line 27 (d)  The annual fund expenditure plan shall include analysis with 
 line 28 metrics to evaluate how expenditures from prior fiscal years 
 line 29 improved affordability. 
 line 30 (e)  Within one year of an appropriation in the annual Budget 
 line 31 Act or another statute for purposes of this chapter, and every March 
 line 32 1 thereafter, the department shall provide to the Joint Legislative 
 line 33 Budget Committee and the chairpersons of the fiscal committees 
 line 34 in each house of the Legislature the most recently adopted fund 
 line 35 expenditure plan. The department may submit the fund expenditure 
 line 36 plan as required by this subdivision either in the Governor’s Budget 
 line 37 or as a separate report. 
 line 38 116931.2. (a)  By July 1, 2022, Within 270 days of the effective 
 line 39 date, the Public Utilities Commission shall establish a mechanism 
 line 40 for electrical corporations and gas corporations to regularly share 
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 line 1 data with the department state board regarding the utility customers 
 line 2 enrolled in, or eligible to be enrolled in, the California Alternate 
 line 3 Rates for Energy (CARE) program established pursuant to Section 
 line 4 739.1 of the Public Utilities Code and the Family Electric Rate 
 line 5 Assistance program established pursuant to Section 739.12 of the 
 line 6 Public Utilities Code. Electrical corporations and gas corporations 
 line 7 shall regularly share that data with the department state board
 line 8 through the mechanism. 
 line 9 (b)  (1)  The department state board may enter into agreements 

 line 10 with local publicly owned electric utilities and local publicly owned 
 line 11 gas utilities, including, but not limited to, municipal utility districts 
 line 12 and irrigation districts, for the purpose of regularly sharing data 
 line 13 with the department regarding utility customers enrolled in, or 
 line 14 eligible to be enrolled in, affordability programs benefiting 
 line 15 low-income customers. 
 line 16 (2)  The agreements may authorize the department state board
 line 17 to provide data pursuant to this subdivision to local water agencies
 line 18 eligible systems for the sole purpose of assisting with the 
 line 19 administration of the program. 
 line 20 (c)  Data shared pursuant to subdivision (a) or (b) is subject to 
 line 21 Section 6254.16 of the Government Code and the Information 
 line 22 Practices Act of 1977 (Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 1798) 
 line 23 of Title 1.8 of Part 4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code). 
 line 24 116931.3. The operation of this chapter is contingent on an 
 line 25 appropriation in the annual Budget Act or another statute for 
 line 26 purposes of this chapter. 
 line 27 
 line 28 Article 3.  Fund Expenditures 
 line 29 
 line 30 116932. (a)  If moneys are deposited into the fund before the 
 line 31 adoption of an annual fund expenditure plan, the department, in 
 line 32 consultation with the state board, shall, upon appropriation by the 
 line 33 Legislature, expend those moneys from the fund to provide water 
 line 34 crisis assistance to low-income households through direct 
 line 35 assistance to the low-income households, payment of delinquent 
 line 36 amounts to the public water system or sewer system, or some other 
 line 37 disbursement mechanism. A public water system or sewer system 
 line 38 shall apply a credit to a customer account for funds received from 
 line 39 the department that are intended to address the customer’s 
 line 40 delinquency. The department may use up to 10 percent of those 
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 line 1 moneys for administrative purposes. “Administrative purposes” 
 line 2 includes state board administrative costs associated with this 
 line 3 chapter. 
 line 4 (b)  The department may adopt emergency regulations pursuant 
 line 5 to the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing 
 line 6 with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the 
 line 7 Government Code) to implement this section. 
 line 8 (c)  (1)  Small water systems may request prepayment of program 
 line 9 funds on a semiannual basis. 

 line 10 116932. (a)  Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) of 
 line 11 Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code does not 
 line 12 apply to any guidelines developed by the state board pursuant to 
 line 13 this chapter. 
 line 14 (b)  (1)  Notwithstanding Section 11019 of the Government Code, 
 line 15 the state board may make advance payments, as necessary, to 
 line 16 implement the purposes of this chapter. 
 line 17 (2)  Before distribution of prepayment funding, an advance 
 line 18 payment, eligible systems shall provide an estimate of the number 
 line 19 of households enrolled in the program and their expected bill 
 line 20 discounts. 
 line 21 (3)  The state board shall have discretion regarding whether to 
 line 22 provide advance payment and the terms and conditions that apply 
 line 23 to advance payment. 
 line 24 (3) 
 line 25 (c)  To qualify for funding after the first year of the receipt of 
 line 26 funding, eligible systems shall provide a full accounting of program 
 line 27 expenditures. 
 line 28 (d)  The state board, in its funding guidelines, may authorize 
 line 29 pilot projects that include expenditures that improve affordability 
 line 30 for residential households through installation of water efficiency 
 line 31 measures or programs that otherwise improve residential 
 line 32 household affordability in mobilehome parks, multifamily housing, 
 line 33 or other households that do not directly pay a water or wastewater 
 line 34 bill. 
 line 35 
 line 36 Article 4.  Program Administration 
 line 37 
 line 38 116933. (a)  The department state board shall do all of the 
 line 39 following in administering the program: 
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 line 1 (1)  Once an annual funding expenditure plan is adopted and 
 line 2 includes funding for a low-income rate assistance program, provide 
 line 3 Provide guidance, oversight, and funding for low-income rate 
 line 4 assistance for customers of public water systems and sewer systems 
 line 5 and eligible households that do not receive a direct bill for water.
 line 6 eligible systems.
 line 7 (2)  Coordinate with the Public Utilities Commission to cease 
 line 8 existing duplicative rate assistance programs offered by 
 line 9 investor-owned water utilities and transition the customers to the 

 line 10 program through a process established by the commission. 
 line 11 (3)  For a public water system or sewer an eligible system that 
 line 12 is not regulated by the Public Utilities Commission, consult with
 line 13 the state board relevant agencies on options to provide oversight 
 line 14 of the public water system’s or sewer eligible system’s application 
 line 15 of program funds to customers of the system the system’s 
 line 16 low-income customer accounts pursuant to Section 116930.1 to 
 line 17 ensure effectiveness and prevent fraud, waste, and abuse. 
 line 18 (4)  In consultation with the state board and the Public Utilities 
 line 19 Commission, develop and publish performance metrics for the 
 line 20 program, including, but not limited to, enrollment levels, total 
 line 21 water shutoffs for inability to pay, and on-time payment levels. 
 line 22 (5) 
 line 23 (4)  Coordinate with other state agencies and resolve disputes 
 line 24 as necessary. 
 line 25 (6)  Identify 
 line 26 (5)  Consider identifying alternative entities to distribute and 
 line 27 track benefits if a public water system or sewer system is unwilling 
 line 28 to do so or if if the department, in consultation with the state board, 
 line 29 has determined a public water system or sewer state board 
 line 30 determines that an eligible system is incapable of applying program 
 line 31 funds to customers of the system pursuant to Section 116930.1. 
 line 32 (b)  This chapter does not prohibit a public water system or sewer 
 line 33 system not regulated by the Public Utilities Commission an eligible 
 line 34 system from offering assistance to ratepayers that is in addition to, 
 line 35 or on top of, the assistance provided through the program. 
 line 36 116933.1. (a)  Within 365 days of the effective date, all eligible 
 line 37 systems shall offer water rate assistance that complies with the 
 line 38 minimum requirements pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 
 line 39 116931. A tribal water system may offer water rate assistance. 
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 line 1 (b)  Prior to disconnection of service, a community water system 
 line 2 shall provide customers with arrearages a notice that they may 
 line 3 enter into a payment plan within 30 days from the date of the 
 line 4 notice, and that after that time, disconnection may occur. A 
 line 5 payment plan and its associated rules offered by a community 
 line 6 water system of any size shall conform to Chapter 6 (commencing 
 line 7 with Section 116900), notwithstanding limitations relating to a 
 line 8 community water system’s size. A community water system shall 
 line 9 not discontinue water service to a customer that remains current 

 line 10 on a payment plan. 
 line 11 116933.2. (a)  The Attorney General, at the request of the state 
 line 12 board or upon the Attorney General’s own motion, may bring an 
 line 13 action in state court to restrain, by temporary or permanent 
 line 14 injunction, the use of any method, act, or practice declared in this 
 line 15 chapter to be unlawful, including nonparticipation by a public 
 line 16 water system within the program. 
 line 17 (b)  Any eligible system that does not establish and maintain a 
 line 18 low-income rate assistance program consistent with the 
 line 19 requirements of Section 116931 shall be deemed an at-risk water 
 line 20 system for purposes of Section 116682. 
 line 21 (c)  The state board may qualify awards of financial assistance 
 line 22 upon the establishment of a low-income rate assistance program 
 line 23 consistent with the requirements of Section 116931. 
 line 24 
 line 25 Article 5.  Definitions 
 line 26 
 line 27 116934. For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions 
 line 28 apply: 
 line 29 (a)  “Department” means the Department of Community Services 
 line 30 and Development. 
 line 31 (a)  “Community water system” has the same meaning as defined 
 line 32 in Section 116275. 
 line 33 (b)  “Effective date” means the date of appropriation of funding 
 line 34 in the annual Budget Act or another statute for purposes of this 
 line 35 chapter. 
 line 36 (c)  “Eligible system” means a community water system or sewer 
 line 37 system. 
 line 38 (b) 
 line 39 (d)  “Fund” means the Water Rate Assistance Fund created 
 line 40 pursuant to Section 116930. 
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 line 1 (c) 
 line 2 (e) “Low income” means an annual household income that is
 line 3 no greater than 200 percent of the federal poverty guideline level 
 line 4 and consistent with the guidelines established for the California 
 line 5 Alternative Rates for Energy (CARE) program pursuant to 
 line 6 subdivision (a) of Section 739.1 of the Public Utilities Code. 
 line 7 (d) 
 line 8 (f) “Program” means the Water Rate Assistance Program
 line 9 established pursuant to this chapter. 

 line 10 (e) “Public water system” has the same meaning as defined in
 line 11 Section 116275. 
 line 12 (g) “Relevant agencies” means those agencies that have a role,
 line 13 through data collection, regulation, or enforcement, in providing 
 line 14 services, oversight, and assistance to public water systems and 
 line 15 low-income ratepayers. 
 line 16 (h) “Residential ratepayer” means a resident of a single-family
 line 17 or multifamily residence who receives a bill for water or 
 line 18 wastewater. 
 line 19 (f) 
 line 20 (i) “Sewer system” means a city, county, special district, or
 line 21 investor owned utility that provides sanitary sewer service, 
 line 22 including the collection or treatment of sewage. 
 line 23 (g) “Small water system” means a community water system or
 line 24 sewer system that provides service to fewer than 1,000 connections. 
 line 25 (h) 
 line 26 (j) “State board” means the State Water Resources Control
 line 27 Board. 
 line 28 (i) 
 line 29 (k) “State small water system” has the same meaning as defined
 line 30 in Section 116275. 
 line 31 (j) “Water crisis assistance” means emergency assistance
 line 32 provided to public water or sewer systems on behalf of eligible 
 line 33 individuals or households who provide evidence that they meet 
 line 34 one or more of the following conditions: 
 line 35 (1) Receipt of a utility shutoff notice.
 line 36 (2) Insufficient funds to pay a delinquent utility bill.
 line 37 (3) Other conditions that may be included in the annual fund
 line 38 expenditure plan. 

O 

13

87 of 89



2022 Jul-21 Aug-21 Sep-21 Oct-21 Nov-21 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-21 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22
Unrestricted 797,827           1,330,123    1,184,014     1,160,462 $1,220,492 1,878,937$      1,934,606     2,062,120     2,162,819     2,474,959     1,307,120     1,481,450     

Restricted 1,936,172       2,467,346    2,705,646     2,766,174     $2,514,591 2,697,386$      2,906,516     3,016,984     3,074,680     3,188,833     3,264,287     2,999,639     

TOTAL 2,733,999     3,797,469    3,889,660     3,926,636 3,735,083 4,576,323 4,841,122     5,079,104     5,237,499     5,663,792     4,571,407     4,481,089     

2021
Unrestricted Jul-20 Aug-20 Sep-20 Oct-20 Nov-20 Dec-20 Jan-21 Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21 May-21 Jun-21

502,733       964,866       878,001       988,476       813,064       1,072,549     804,419        1,302,622     910,170        1,652,660     233,985        457,437         
Restricted 

1,597,958    1,357,231    1,376,172    1,326,006    1,427,757    979,459        1,303,506     1,123,623     1,768,136     2,081,334     2,262,948     2,600,496     

TOTAL 2,100,691    2,322,097    2,254,173    2,314,482    2,240,821    2,052,008     2,107,925     2,426,245     2,678,306     3,733,994     2,496,933     3,057,933     

2020 Jul-19 Aug-19 Sep-19 Oct-19 Nov-19 Dec-19 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jun-20
Unrestricted 903,163       1,085,413    1,360,963    1,083,971    613,142       970,642        743,025        809,637        983,927        1,540,546     598,638        650,625     

Restricted 2,673,394    2,539,376    3,160,529    2,994,192    2,686,802    2,885,245     3,244,891     2,644,604     2,545,370     2,497,747     1,855,202     1,650,642  

TOTAL 3,576,557    3,624,789    4,521,492    4,078,163    3,299,944    3,855,887     3,987,916     3,454,241     3,529,297     4,038,293     2,453,840     2,301,267     

88 of 89



         102 
Water  - Sales Jul FY22 Aug FY22 Sept FY22 Oct FY22 Nov FY22 Dec FY22 Jan FY22 Feb FY22 Mar FY22 Apr FY21 Apr FY22 May FY21 May FY22 June FY21 June FY22
102-04-411000 Monthly Service Charge 284,585     283,329     303,413     318,972     318,594     333,825     357,424     357,535     357,473     283,690       357,736     284,091        357,861      299,061      358,280      
102-04-411010 Residential 267,435     258,374     280,586     268,537     175,751     125,094     133,326     113,076     134,131     108,161       166,699     173,553        167,534      214,953      234,771      
102-04-412000 Commercial 81,857        77,133        138,234     157,469     126,341     110,770     109,348     103,764     108,599     41,169         124,426     60,870          120,116      65,375        135,437      
102-04-413010 Limited Industrial 46,701        48,727        -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  -                  36,274         -                  41,995          -                  46,671        -                  
102-04-414000 Irrigation 16,086        15,355        16,953        19,234        16,472        8,732          4,386          4,301          6,359          5,089           10,884        8,130            9,204          10,514        17,405        
102-04-416000 Wholesale 101,319     96,660        140,470     79,649        53,739        50,957        64,114        57,181        62,530        51,650         73,468        62,006          73,943        79,720        99,703        
102-04-417000 Hydrant Use 5,632          6                 11,897        6,921          3,384          3,815          686             447             1,608          1,173           1,983          1,133            1,638          2,569          6,174          
Total 803,615     779,584     891,553     850,782     694,283     633,193     669,284     636,304     670,699     527,206       735,197     631,778        730,296      718,863      851,770      

 Budget 9,169,578  
 YTD 8,946,561  

 % of Budget 98%

 AWA WATER SYSTEM 
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